Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



VICTORY AND SERVICE : 



IIiLUSTBATED BT 



SERMONS ON THE BOOK OF JOSHUA. 



BY 



CHAELES DALLAS MARSTON, M.A., 

RECTOR OF KERSAL, MANCHESTER. 




MANCHESTER : 

TUBBS AND BROOK, 11, MARKET STREET. 

LONDON : SIMPKIN AND CO. 



1871. 



/UO. ^ 



^ih 



CONTENTS. 



PACK. 

I. THE CHARGE OF THE LORD - . 1 

II. RAHAB - 21 

III. THE ARK AND THE CROSSING OF JORDAN 39 

IV. MEMORIALS - - - - - 59 
V. GILGAL . - - - . 79 

VL JERICHO 97 

VIL ACHAN 117 

VIIL EBAL AND GERIZIM : THE CURSE AND THE 

BLESSING 135 

IX. THE GIBEONITES - - . -157 

X. THE PROSTRATE KINGS - - 173 

XI. FOLLOWING THE LORD - - - 191 

XII. THE CITIES OF REFUGE - - 211 

XIIL THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD - - 229 

XIV. PERSONAL AND FAMILY RELIGION - 247 



INTRODUCTION. 



The sermons which compose this volume are almost 
entirely of an expository and practical character. By 
that character alone could they meet the end which the 
writer has had in view; that of showing what rich 
spiritual lessons can be gathered from one of the most 
strictly historical books of the Old Testament, and thus 
vindicating the claim of the historical portion of Scrip- 
ture to the solemn and reverential regard of those who 
seek for heavenly instruction. Joshua himself stands 
out before us as so conspicuous for his devotion to 
Jehovah and so unflinching in his pursuit and perform- 
ance of duty that, however much we may admire him as 
the leader of Israel, we must admire him still more as 
a servant of God. The circumstances, too, of the people 
of Israel are so peculiar throughout the whole of the 
record that, while reading of their invasion of Canaan 
and of their rapid and unbroken successes, we shall quite 
fail to take the right view of their prosperity, unless we 
trace it to the source to which, indeed, Joshua himself 
ascribed it in his farewell to Israel, when he gathered 
their representatives at Shechem, and " beneath the old 
consecrated oak of Abraham and Jacob " reviewed their 
national career and the incidents of their settlement in 
the land of promise. If, then, we contemplate the history 






VllL INTRODUCTION. 

of Joshua and his nation in this light, how can we be 
content without remembering that this history is one of 
"the things written aforetime for our learning," and 
without seriously wishing to gather for ourselves the 
hints and directions which the narrative suggests ? 
Hence the practical shape of the sermons now published. 

While, however, this treatment of the subject might 
prove sufficient for many readers who, from various con- 
ditions of mind and feeling, do not care to go beyond the 
suggestions of a spiritual kind which this or any other 
similar book of the Old .Testament may lurnish, there 
are also, no doubt, many persons to whom some additional 
remarks may prove valuable and interesting; remarks 
upon the condition of the land of Canaan and its in- 
habitants at the time of the Israelitish conquest, such as 
may enable them to some extent to form an idea of the 
country and its tribes as these presented themselves to 
the chosen people when they took possession of their 
promised inheritance. 

This information it is proposed to furnish in a few 
introductory pages. 

The land of Canaan, extending from the mountain 
chain of Lebanon on the North to the desert of Arabia 
on the South, and from the river Jordan on the East to 
the Great — or to use the more modem name the Medi- 
terranean — Sea which washed the whole of the Western 
boundary, was in length about 140, and in breadth about 
40 miles. It was peopled by the descendants of Canaan, 
the son of Ham, one of the three sons of Noah, by whom 
after the deluge the whole earth was overspread. From 
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Oanaan the country took its name ; for, whatever meaning 
the word " Canaanites " may have as signifying " Low- 
landers," we cannot suppose otherwise than that it 
describes the people descended from Canaan. Of Canaan 
himself the one great fact which the Scripture gives us 
is that on him, for some cause not distinctly stated, the 
<5urse of his grandfather, provoked by the unbecoming 
conduct of Ham, was more directly made to falL 
*' Cursed be Canaan : a servant of servants shall he be 
Tinto his brethren ;" " Canaan shall be Shem's servant :" 
these were the terms of Noah's indignant rebuke ; and 
the prediction found its fulfilment in the future subjec- 
tion of tlie Canaanitish tribes to the Israelites, tlie 
descendants of Shem. 

The land was exceedingly fertile. It was " the land 
flowing with milk and honey," producing pasturage for 
large herds and flocks, and abounding in bees, so that 
milk and honey prepared in various ways formed some 
of the chief staples for the food of the inhabitants. Even 
when Abraham and Lot first settled in Canaan, as 
strangers, and found the country already occupied, they 
were able to support the cattle and sheep in which they 
were " very rich." Abraham at the close of his life had 
" flocks and herds and camels and asses," the necessary 
food for which must have been plentiful, while their 
" milk " would be in constant requirement. Isaac also 
"waxed great and went forward, and grew until he 
became very great; and had possession of flocks and 
possession of herds, and great store of husbandry." 
Jacob with " much cattle and camels and asaea " Q,^xsi^ 
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from Padan-Aram to increase the property of the same 
kind which he would inherit from his father : and all 
this, while the patriarchs were but dwelling among the 
different tribes who, as the original possessors, would 
also be flourishing in the enjoyment of the general 
plenty. 

These early notices of productiveness are confirmed 
by the announcement with which God turned the atten- 
tion of the Israelites, when groaning in the bondage of 
Egypt, to the land then awaiting their possession. " I. 
am come to bring them into a good land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey." This description, then, did not 
originate, as some have said, " in the bold metaphors of 
oriental speech " such as would be used by " way-worn 
travellers to express what their new country was to 
them." The description dates from long before the con- 
quest, long before Israel had any experience of what 
Canaan was. The spies sent out from Kadesh admitted 
the truth of the statement ; and Moses, before he had 
his view of the land from Pisgah, described the country 
thus : ** The Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, 
a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that 
spring out of valleys and hills ; a land of wheat, and 
barley, and vines, and figtrees, and pomegranates; a land 
of oil olive, and honey ; a land wherein thou shalt eat 
bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack anything 
in it ; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose 
hills thou mayest dig brass." (Deut. viii. 7-9.) 

But though the land of Canaan proper was included 
between the Jordan and the sea, a portion of territory 
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lying east of the Jordan was destined by God for a part of 
the Israelitish people. This also partook of the general 
fertility. " The land of Jazer and the land of Gilead 
was a place for cattle," and " the children of Eeuben and 
the children of Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh," 
who " had cattle," selected it as theirs and insisted upon 
making their settlement in it. 

The condition indicated by these notices contrasts, 
indeed, most strongly with the present state of the land. 
But the destruction of forest growth, the want of care 
and cultivation, the perpetual invasions to which the 
country has for ages been subject, the paucity of inha- 
bitants, the withholding of " the former and the latter 
rain," and the withdrawal of the Divine blessing as part 
of the judgment upon Israel, — these are quite sufficient 
causes to account for the barrenness which has usurped 
the place of that abundance to the enjoyment of which 
the tribes of the covenant people were originally intro- 
duced. Eecent travellers assure us of the capabilities of 
the country, which though dormant still exist. " It is 
no idle dream," writes the latest explorer, " to suppose 
that Palestine might, in a few years, become a land 
flowing with milk and honey." (Capt. Warren, E.E., PaL 
ExpL Fund, Quar. St., AprU, 1871.) 

As we have seen, the country was originally peopled 
by the descendants of Canaan. The list of these is given 
in Gen. x. 15-19. " Canaan begat Sidon his firstborn, 
and Heth, and the Jebusite and the Amorite and the 
Girgasite, and the Hivite and the Arkite and the Sinite, 
and the Arvadite and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite : 
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and afterward were the families of the Canaanites spread" 
abroad. And the border of the Canaanites was from 
Sidon as thou comest to Gerar unto Gaza ; as thou goest 
unto Sodom and Gomorrha and Admah and Zeboim, 
even unto Lasha." Of the families here mentioned the 
first six retained their original distinctiveness and names: 
while the others became merged, or by some other means 
lost their individuality, in the advancement of their 
fellow-tribes, so far at least as concerns the land of 
Canaan. 

Of these less conspicuous tribes, however, a few notices 
enable us to form some opinion as to their localities. 
The Arkitea were settled in the North of Phoenicia, and 
had possession of a district in the Lebanon chain. The 
Arvadites were islanders, occupying an island at the 
North end of the present bay of Tripoli, off the coast of 
Phoenicia, with perhaps some territory on the main land. 
The Hamathites had their situation in the valley of the 
Orontes, and gave the name to a well known pass in the 
Northern mountains commonly called " the Entering of 
Hamath," while " the land of Hamath " was the district 
round the Entering. The Sinites and Zewurites must 
be considered as having had their position in the Lebanon 
district. 

At the time of the Israelitish invasion of Canaan the 
country was in possession of seven tribes or nations, the 
description of which is commonly given, with a view to 
contrasting them with Israel, in these words : " Seven 
nations greater and mightier than thou." These nations 
were the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the^ 
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Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
(Deut. vii. 1.) Each of them must be noticed separately. 
1. The Hittites were already a flourishing people iu 
the days of Abraham, and at that time dwelt in and 
around Hebron, in the South of the land. Even at this 
early date they were fond of the niountain district, a 
preference by which they were characterised at the time 
of the invasion by Israel. " The Hittites dwell in the 
mountains " was the report brought concerning them by 
the spies whom Moses sent into Canaan. (Num. xiii. 29.) 
So important was the position which this tribe gradually 
obtained that it is never omitted in the difl*erent lists 
of the original inhabitants given in the Mosaic history, 
even when the list is smallest, as in Exod. xxiii. 28, when 
the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hiltite are made to 
comprise the people of Canaan. 

2. Of the Girgashites it has been said that we possess 

the name and nothing more. We may conclude that 

they were not so powerful, and therefore not so notable, 

as the other six nations. They are not named in the lirst 

list of the Canaanitish tribes given by God Himself 

when' He commissioned Moses to prepare for the Exodus 

of Israel, nor indeed are they generally particularised in 

the writings of Moses. Joshua, however, enumerates 

them" in his opening and closing addresses to Israel, 

(eh. iii. 10, xxiv. 11.) : but it would seem that, as a 

people, they were really extirpated, as the author of the 

book of Judges does not enumerate them among the 

remaining tribes. 

3. The Amorites, or, as their name (more properly 
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spelt Emorites) indicates, " the dwellers on the heights," 
were one of the leading nations of the land possessed by 
IsraeL They, with the Hittites and the Jebusites, 
occupied the mountains. (Num. xiii. 29 ) Many com- 
mentators, indeed, divide the inhabitants of Palestine 
into the Amorites, or mountaineers — ^highlanders, as we 
should call them — and Canaanites, or lowlanders. We 
find these two mentioned together in Josh. v. 1. "All 
the kings of the Amorites which were on the side of 
Jordan westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites 
which were by the sea." From the earliest times they 
appear as mountaineers. Originally occupying the 
heights near the plain of Sodom, their country was over- 
run by Chedorlaomer, the early Elamite conqueror, whose 
invasion of Canaan is mentioned in Gen. xiv. Mamre, 
Eshcol and Aner were Amorite chiefs, dwelling about 
Hebron, and allied in a confederacy with Abraham. 
The nation in time became so powerful as to give its 
name to the whole of the inhabitants of Canaan when 
described generally. " The iniquity of the Amorites is not 
yet full," was the Divine reason for the delay in the pos- 
session of the promised country by the seed of Abraham. 
(Gen. XV. 16.) " The five kings of the Amorites," is the 
description of the leaders in the league against Gibeon. 
(Josh. X. 5.) " The gods of the Amorites in whose land 
ye dwell " was the idolatry against which Joshua warned 
the Israelites as that into which they would fall if they 
deserted Jehovah. (Josh. xxiv. 15.) A portion of this 
tribe had, at some early period, crossed the Jordan, and 
was found by Israel in possession of the country of the 
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Moabites, and the lands North of it, including the district 
known as Bashan. When the Israelites approached the 
plains of Moab, " Sihon king of the Amorites " was one 
of their two formidable, though unsuccessful, opponents : 
and Sihon and Og, chief of Bashan, were known as " the 
two kings of the Amorites that were on the other side 
Jordan." (Josh, ii 10, ix. 10.) 

4 The Canaanites have handed down their name 
with two distinct applications : (1.) as the general name 
of the people, as Canaan was of the country ; showing 
their one common descent from the son of Ham. This 
■can be traced backward to the time of Abraham's first 
appearance in the country. "Abram passed through 
the land [of Canaan] . . . and the Canaanites were 
then in the land." (Gen. xii. 6.) The name is also 
found in Judges ilL 3, to designate the mass of the in- 
habitants within the bounds of the land of promise. 
(2.) The Canaanites were also, in the narrower use of 
the appellation, one of the several nations of Palestine. 
They inhabited the plains of the country, by the sea 
shore on the west, and by the banks of the Jordan. If 
the language of Gen. x. 19 is to be understood as re- 
ferring to the Canaanitish tribe, we find the same 
national peculiarity of location : but the probability is 
that the passage should be taken as indicating, by a 
lough and general description, the boundaries of the 
whole Canaanite people : " The border of the Canaanites 
^as from Sidon (in the north), as thou comest to Gerar, 
xmto Gaza (in the south) ; as thou goes unto Sodom, and 
•Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim (eastward), even 
unto Lasha." 
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This tribe, or nation, of the Canaanites proper was 
very powerful. Their chief strength in war lay in their 
chariots. Jabin, king of Hazor, headed the league 
against Israel in the north of Canaan, with " horses and 
chariots very many." (Josh. xi. 1-4.) His successor, 
bearing the same name, and called, even after the time 
of Joshua, king of Canaan, had " nine hundred chariots 
of iron." An organized military force of this kind and 
extent shows the warlike resources of the people, and 
their skill in availing themselves of the mode of fighting 
best suited to their lowland plains. 

5. The Hivites were already in Canaan in the days of 
Jacob, occupying a settled position. (Gen. xxxiv. 2.) 
From among them, according to Gen. xxxvi. 2, Esau 
took one of his wives. When Israel invaded the land, 
a colony of Hivites, consisting of four cities, Gibeon,. 
Ghephirah, Beeroth, and Kirjath-jearim^ and governed 
by elders, was settled in the more southern part of the 
country. (Comp. Josh. ix. 3-7, xi. 19.) It was from 
this colony that the embassy was sent whose fraud 
deceived the Israelites. The bulk of the nation, how- 
ever, apparently had its position in the north : " The 
Hiyite (was) under Mount Hermon in the land of 
Mizpeh:** "The Hivites dwelt in Mount Lebanon, from 
Mount Baal-hermon unto the entering in of Hamath.'* 
(Josh. xi. 3, Judges iii. 3.) 

6. There is no mention of the Perizzites among the 
descendants of Canaan, as given in Gen. x. They are;* 
however, commonly named among the early inhabitants 
of Palestine. When Abraham first entered the country^ 
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" the Perizzite," as well as the Canaanite, was there be- 
fore him (Gen. xiii. 7) : and these two nations are again 
coupled in the time of Jacob; and later still, when, 
after the death of Joshua, Judah went up to take pos- 
session of his " lot." (Judges i. 4, 5.) The Perizzites 
were, we may conclude, a forest race. When " the 
children of Joseph," the tribe of Ephraim, complained 
that their inheritance was too small for so numerous a 
tribe, Joshua bade them extend their territory by in- 
vading the wooded slopes of the hills where the Perizzites 
dwelt : " If thou be a great people, then get thee up to 
the wood country, and cut down for thyself there in the 
land of the Perizzites." (Josh. xvii. 15.) 

7. The Jehisites were a mountain people, possessing 
Jebus, the strongest natural position in Canaan. They 
were a hardy and warlike, though perhaps not a very 
numerous tribe : and were grouped by the Israelitish 
spies on their return to Kadesh, with the Hittites and 
Amorites, as holding the hill ranges. (Num. xiii. 29.) 
Although the king of Jebus headed the southern league 
against Joshua, and was among those executed after the 
victory at Beth-horon, the city did not fall in that cam- 
paign, when Hebron, Lachish, and Eglon were taken. 
(Josh. X.) And when Jabin, king of Hazor, organised 
the northern league, in the hope of arresting the success 
of Israel, he summoned "the Jebusite in the moun- 
tains " to join him, apparently expecting that this tribe 
would harass the invaders in the rear. (Josh. xi. 3.) 
The citadel of this tribe, Jebus, held out even to the 
time of David. 



XVllL INTKODUCnON. 

These, then, were the seven " great and mighty " na- 
tions against which Israel had to contend, and from 
whom they had to wrest the land of their inheritance. 
But, beside these, two other races held positions in 
Canaan at the date of the invasion imder Joshua : the 
Anakim and the Philistines. 

The Anakim were a tribe of giants, descended from 
one Arba, and consisting of three families, those of She- 
fihai, Ahiman, and Talmai : " We saw the children of 
Anak there," said the disheartened spies (Num. xiiL 28); 
disheartened because of the proverbial inquiry, " Who 
can stand before tlie children of Anak ?" (Deut. ix. 2.) 
The race, however, was all but destroyed by Joshua. 
^' He came and cut off the Anakims from the mountains, 
from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the 
mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Is- 
rael : Joshua destroyed them utterly within their cities. 
There was none of the Anakims left in the land of the 
•children of Israel: only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod 
there remained." (Josh. xL 21, 22.) The small remnant 
which escaped from the conquering Israelites took re- 
fuge among the Philistines, and from them descended the 
giants, of whom Goliath of Gath figured as the chief at 
a later period of Hebrew history. 

The Piiilistines are ranked, in Gen. x. 13, 14, among 
the descendants of Mizraim. This latter term is the 
Old Testament name for Egypt. We therefore conclude, 
although some difficulties have been raised by some 
writers, that the Philistines originally emigrated from 
Egypt. The name Philistine, indeed, is most probably 
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derived from a root which signifies " to migrate." The 
situation of this people in Canaan favours this view ; as 
they occupied the south-west corner of the country, the 
nearest quarter to their original land, a quarter easily 
and quickly reached, as is clear from such passages as 
Gen. xliii. 10, and Exod. xiiL 17. Abraham found them 
in Canaan, where they were then leading a pastoral life, 
without any of the warlike developement by which they 
were afterwards characterised ; though it would appear 
that such a life was, from the nature of the case, a ne- 
cessity for a recently kirived set of emigrants. Abraham 
entered into friendly relations with them, and "so- 
journed in their land many days." (Gen. xxi 39.) 
Isaac, too, being driven by dearth from Beersheba, 
sought and found a refuge in " the land of the Philis- 
tines," where he established himself for some time. By 
the date of the Exodus the Philistines had become a 
warlike and powerful people (Exod. xiii. 17); and at 
the invasion of Canaan by Joshua they formed a strong 
confederacy of five cities, each under its " lord," — Gaza, 
Ashdod, Eshkalon (or Askalon), Gath and Ekron. The 
fertility of their land, its situation as the great highway 
to Egypt, its natural features of plain and elevation, its 
sea coast, all contributed to the national developement 
of the people. Such was their strength, on the arrival 
of Joshua, that they were able to hold their own against 
the invaders ; and although their territory was assigned 
to the tribe of Judah on the allotment of Canaan, it was 
not subdued during the life time of Joshua, nor was any 
permanent conquest of it subsequently made ; while in 
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the days of the Judges, and for long afterwards, the 
Philistines acted as the most determined and unsparing 
tyrants of Israel. (Josh. xiiL 1-3 ; xv. 45-47.) 

The foregoing sketch, brief as it necessarily is, will 
enable the reader to form some estimate of the original 
inhabitants of Canaan, and of the leading tribes against 
which the invading hosts of Israel had to turn their 
arms. It need only be added that idolatries of the 
grossest kinds were practised by all the races, and that, 
as a matter of course, the most revolting vices accom- 
panied the idolatries. The language of Scripture is of 
the strongest description on this point, while its force is 
made the more impressive by the fact that God HimseK 
uses the language. " The Lord spake unto Moses, say- 
ing, Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things : for 
in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out be- 
fore you : And the land is defiled : therefore T do visit 
the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth 
out her inhabitants. Ye shall therefore keep my sta- 
tutes and my judgments, and shall not commit any of 
these abominations ; neither any of your own nation, nor 
any stranger that sojourneth among you : (For all these 
abominations have the men of the land done, which 
were before you, and the land is defiled ;) That the land 
spue not you out also, when ye defile it, as it spued out 
the nations that were before you. For whosoever shall 
commit any of these abominations, even the souls that 
commit them shall be cut off from among the people. 
Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinance, that ye commit 
not any one of these abominable customs, which were 
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committed before yoii, and that ye defile not yourselves 
therein : I am the Lord your God." (Lev. xviii. 24-30.) 
*'Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my 
judgments, and do them : that the land, whither I bring 
you to dwell therein, spue you not out. And ye shall 
not walk in the manners of the nation, which I cast out 
before you : for they committed all these things, and 
therefore I abhorred them. But I have said unto you. 
Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you 
to possess it, a land that floweth with milk and honey : 
I am the Lord your God, which have separated you from 
other people." (Lev. xx. 22-24) The history of this 
separation, so far as the settlement of Israel in the land 
of promise is concerned, will be presented in the details 
and lessons of the following discourses. 



I. 

THE CHAEGE OF THE LOED. 



" Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant 
commanded thee : turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, 
that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book 
of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth ; but thou shalt 
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all that is written thereia : for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 
Have not I commanded thee ? Be strong and of a good courage ; 
be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed : for the Lord thy God is 
with thee whithersoever thou goest.''— Joshua i. 7-9. 



I. 



THE CHABOE OF TEE LOBD. 

The truth of Grod has ever been one and the same ; like 
Himself,it changes not and cannot change. Indeed, what 
is the truth, the truth, that is, in religious and spiritual 
matters, but the declaration of the Divine mind and 
will, the standard which Divine wisdom has fixed, the 
code and rule by which Divine love and justice would have 
mankind to live ? This truth may, indeed, have been 
more or less made known in its different branches at 
various times. Simplicity may sometimes have char- 
acterised it, at other times it may have been elaborately 
wrought out; the great Master-Mind may formerly have 
hidden much, and now have revealed the mysteries 
which in other days were not made known to the sons 
of men, but the principles have always been the same, 
and the lessons taught have always had one moral The 
early saints, and those who walked with Jesus while on 
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earth; those who love Him now, and those who shall be 
alive and remain until His coming, — ^for all these there 
is, and ever has been, one faith, one hope, one Spirit, one 
Lord, one God and Father of alL 

The truth of God lies before us in the Bible. From 
its inspired pages all Divine truth must be drawn : from 
it we gather the mind and will of God. Men dig in the 
mine to get their gold and silver, though they may work 
the metal afterwards to different shapes and pur- 
poses. The vessel which holds the refreshing draught 
of water may be now of one and now of another form, but 
the water does not differ. The artist's skill may weave 
the wreath of pearls, and shape the ornament for any 
taste or fashion, but the deep sea's bed has furnished all 
his material So, according to the talents and the gifts 
which the great Master and Head of the Church has 
bestowed, men may present (Jod's truth in various 
aspects, may regard it from various points of view, may 
go, some farther than others, into its depths and never- 
ending extent ; but, if faithful men, there is only the 
Truth for them to give; the Truth revealed by God, 
the Truth drawn from the Scriptures, the Truth which 
is the word of the Lord enduring for ever, the Truth as it 
is in Jesus. 

This truth is presented to us mainly in precept, and 
by the illustration of examples. The precept may speak 
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in the language of invitation and exhortation, and blend 
words of promise with its charge; or it. may lift the 
voice of warning, and tell of threats too sure to be ful- 
filled. It may forbid or command ; it may reprove or 
encourage ; it may persuade or deter ; while its end is 
«ver to serve the performance of Grod's will, and so to 
secure the good of Gk}d'3 creature, man. 

The example, too, may have something very con- 
spicuous about it. Eminent holiness or daring impiety ; 
strong faith or inexcusable unbelief; burning zeal, 
indolent coldness, lukewarmness pleased with its own 
moderation yet abhorred by Gk)d, may characterise the 
person singled out. It will always be foimd, however, 
that the example is but the precept illustrated one way 
or the other; it affords the case of the will of (rod 
r^arded or despised, and of consequent blessing or 
eventual punishment. 

It has often been remarked how graciously God has 
•dealt with men in giving in the Scriptures so many 
examples of those who have carried out His precepts 
and walked in His ways. Bare precepts may be 
.admired, and in the majesty of their holiness command 
respect and reverence. Some may be drawn to attefupt 
obedience : but most might fear that the standard is 
above them, the rule too strict, the requirements too 
severe. But show men that weak, frail, sinful beings 
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like themselves have been enabled to do and suffer great 
things, to live out, not perfectly, indeed, yet to live 
out, the precept ; show them that, when nature fails, 
grace can come in and triumph in the time of weakness, — 
then there is much to encourage and animate the shrink- 
ing heart. 

No book of Scripture, perhaps, better illustrates the 
foregoing remarks than the book of Joshua. Its truth 
is one and the same with the truth of the gospels and 
the epistles, for it shows God accomplishing all His 
promises, and exhibits the Divine power and faithfulness 
conspicuously displayed in guiding, cherishing, and 
defending the chosen people amidst all their trials ; and 
whilst in its pages we read the most heart-stirring pre- 
cepts, we find in the chief character of the book, as well 
as in others mentioned in its course, examples which 
speak as plainly as the very word of the precept 
itself. In addition to this, the typical character of the 
book gives it a fresh charm. While we read of Joshua 
(or Jesus, as the Greek form gives the name) the 
saviour and leader of Israel, of the passage of Jordan, of 
the settlement in Canaan, who does not think of Jesus 
Immanuel, the Saviour and Leader of the spiritual Israel, 
of the passage across death's river, and the happy rest in 
the land of pure delight, 

'' Where saints immortal reign " ? 
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Or to look at the other typical aspect, for both are to 
be considered; the struggles of Israel in Canaan, the 
gradual settlement, the interpositions of God in behalf 
of His people, serve to remind us of the conflict, the 
successes, the assaults, the help, which those who are 
on the Lord's side experience while waiting for the full 
establishment of His promises. 

All these considerations serve to render the book of 
Joshua most instructive, and help to clothe it with 
interest of a peculiar character. If, therefore, I propose 
to enter on a course of sermons upon passages selected 
from this portion of Scripture, it is with a good hope that 
through the teaching of the Holy Spirit much practical 
benefit will result. By the gracious teaching of that 
Spirit the power, the faithfulness, the love of the cove- 
nant-keeping God may appear in aU their brightness ; 
we may know more of the blessedness of faith, see more 
of the hatefulness of sin in the sight of God, and drink 
in more of that disposition, so happy, so peace-giving, so 
truly free, which has ever characterised the people of the 
Lord, a disposition of submissive, confiding obedience 
to His wilL I cannot expect to open to you all the 
treasures and beauties of this history. I can only touch 
on what appears most prominent. As some gtiide, in 
leading you through a city fuU of attractions, or a land of 
famous associations, would take you to the objects or spots 
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most strildng, and leave you to fill up the detail of obser- 
vation in your own time and way ; so I will try to set be- 
fore you the chief beauties of this part of the Word of Gk)d, 
urging you to read and study the context for yourselves. 

The book relates the history of Israel while under 
the command and government of Joshua ; the entry of 
the Hebrews into Canaan ; their conquest of the greater 
part of the country ; the division of the territory by lot 
among the several tribes ; and the provision made for 
the settlement and establishment of the Jewish Church 
in that country. 

It takes its name from the person with whom it is 
mainly concerned ; as relating his proceedings, and pro- 
bably written by him, except some few passages inserted 
necessarily by a later though inspired hand, such as, 
perhaps, Samuel or Ezra. The period of time over which 
the history extends is supposed to be from twenty-five 
to thirty years. 

Having made these necessary remarks by way of 
introduction, let me now take up the verses which stand 
at the head of this sermon, and in which we find Grod's 
charge to Joshua. Consider, 

I. The Ciecumstances under which the Charge 

WAS GIVEN. 

II. The Matter of the Charge itself. 
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I. 

The Circvmstances under which the Charge ivas given. 

There had been a long and close connection between 
Moses and Joshua. When Moses went up to the top of 
Sinai to receive the tables of the Law, we find that 
Joshua went a certain distance up the mountain with him 
in the character of his " minister." 

In Exodus xxxiii. 11, Joshua is again mentioned as 
privileged to remain in the tabernacle of the congregation 
which Moses pitched outside the camp, as a place in 
which he might meet with God before the tabernacle 
of worship was set up. He was one of the twelve spies 
sent out from Kadesh-bamea, to search the land of 
Canaan, and one of the two who brought back a faithful 
report and urged the people to go in and take the land, 
depending on the help and power of God. Thus from the 
first he was a conspicuous person in the camp of Israel. 
At length, when it became necessary to appoint a suc- 
cessor to Moses, in consequence of his being forbidden to 
enter Canaan, God, in answer to the prayer of Moses, 
said: ''Take thee Joshua the son of iNTun, a man in 
whom is the Spirit, and ky thine hand upon him ; and 
set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the con- 
gregation ; and give him a charge in their sight. And 
thou shalt put some of thine honour upon him, that all 
the congregation of the children of Israel may be 
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obedient. And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, 
who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of 
Urim before the Lord : at his word shall they go out, and 
at his word they shall come in, both he, and all the 
children of Israel with him, even all the congregation." 
(Num. xxvii. 18—21.) 

This solemn appointment was confirmed with equal 
solemnity at a later period in the wanderings of the 
Israelites. "And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto 
him in the sig^t of all Israel, Be strong and of a good 
courage : for thou must go with this people unto the land 
which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give 
them : and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. And the 
Lord, he it is that doth go before thee ; he will be with 
thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee ; fear not, 
neither be dismayed. And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Behold, thy days approach that thou must die : call 
Joshua, and present yourselves in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, that I may give him a charge. And 
Moses and Joshua went, and presented themselves in the 
tabernacle of the congregation. And the Lord appeared 
in the tabernacle in a pillar of a cloud : and the pillar of 
the cloud stood over the door of the tabernacle. And 
he gave Joshua the son of Nun a chaige, and said, Be 
strong and of a good courage : for thou shalt bring the 
children of Israel into the land which I sware unto them : 
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and I will be with thee." (Deut. xxxL 7, 8, 14, 15, 23.) 
For some time, then, the mind of Joshua must have 
been occupied with this grand subject, the leading 
Israel into the land of promise. Yet there could have 
been no hurry, no anxiety, no longing, no uncertainty felt 
by him on the point ; for all was clearly defined. He 
knew that his authority was to begin on the cessation of 
that of Moses. He knew, too, that at the expiration of 
forty years from the departure out of Egypt the many 
thousands of Israel would enter on their new inheritance ; 
and that Moses was to die contemporaneously, or nearly 
so, with the close of those forty years. So there could 
have been no jealousy, no impatience, no vain surmises 
as to when he should begin to exercise the command. 
Such a man as he was must have looked forward to his 
duty, have thought on its diflBculties, have felt its great 
responsibilities, and, in faith and patience and prayerful 
dependence upon God, have waited till he was actually 
called to take up the great business for which the Most 
High had selected him. 

And now Moses, the servant of the Lord, was dead ; 
the mysterious burial of his body had been performed ; 
the thirty days of mourning were ended. It was the 
close of that long period of forty years, during which the 
people of Israel had wandered in the wilderness, till the 
grown-up generation, which came out of Egypt, had paid 
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the penalty of unbelief by dying in their journey short 
of the promised land The time was come for Joshua to 
assume the command of the hosts of Israel, and perform 
the duties of that position for which he had been 
specially chosen, and to which he had been in the most 
solemn manner appointed. He was not a young man, 
for his age must have been between eighty and ninety : 
the people over whom he was set were stiff-necked, 
prone to rebellion, sadly perverse : a task of considerable 
difficulty lay before him ; for he had to lead an immense 
multitude into the heart of a strange country, inhabited 
by those who were enemies, and enemies used to war, 
and prepared to bring aU opposition to bear against the 
new comers. Jordan had to be crossed at the close of 
three days, though the stream was overflowing its banks, 
and no means of passage were at conmiand. 

Altogether, the circumstances in which Joshua found 
himself were full of trial and difficulty. The great and 
wise Moses was gone, and he must have felt, what others 
feel, that it is not a light thing to succeed a great man in 
any business. The people were difficult of management; 
and who that consulted his ease would choose to lead 
the inconstant multitude ? Hardships of no ordinary 
kind came with the honours of his new appointment. 
Decision, firmness, largeness of mind, singleness of pur- 
pose, forgetfulness of self, and constant desire for the 
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glory of Jehovah were qualities especially called for. 
The ciroumstances were such as to make a fool ambitious 
and a wise man humble ; to abash mere human skill, 
and to call out faith's reliance on the tmchanging grace 
of a covenant God. In such circumstances, what was 
Joshua's resource, to what had he to look, on what was 
he to depend ? There was that for him which has ever 
been the portion of the believing heart. The Lord was 
nigh, to direct, to cheer, to sustain, to teach him : and 
it was in this very way that the Lord interfered now in 
his behalf, and spoke to him words of direction and 
encouragement; words fuU of instruction for him, for 
us, and for all generations of the Church of Jesus Christ. 
Let us, therefore, notice — 

II. 

TJie Matter of the Charge. 

" Be strong and very courageous ; be not afraid, neither 
be thou dismayed." 

No words could have been more suitable. We have 
seen how much there was to call for true courage ; not 
for mere bravery, nor mere endurance of hardship, but 
for moral courage of the highest order ; and He whose 
eyes try out every matter, and who knows the circum- 
stances of His servants, even to the'minutest particular, and 
whose words are always words of grace suited to the 
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emergency, now raised the spirit of His servant by 
bidding him be strong and of a good courage. Oh ! it is 
always so. Never can the followers of God come into 
trial, or have to face opposition or meet difficulty, with- 
out there being help ready for them. The weakest child 
of God, the most tempted of His servants, may ever 
hear the word ; " man, greatly beloved, be strong, yea 
be strong;" (Dan. x. 19.) like that to Joshua^ "Be 
strong, and of a good courage." 

But it is very noticeable that the many and great 
enemies with whom Joshua had to contend are here left 
completely out of sight, and the grand exercise of his 
courage is to be in cleaving to the law and will of his 
God. " Be thou strong and very courageous, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all the law, which 
Moses my servant commanded thee : turn not from it 
to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper 
whithersoever thou goest. Have I not commanded 
thee ? Be strong, and of a good courage ; be not afraid, 
neither be thou dismayed : for the Lord thy God is with 
thee whithersoever thou goest." This firm, unwavering 
adherence to the commands of the Lord is set before 
him as calling for the greatest possible decision. To 
meet well-disciplined armies, to encounter chariots 
and cavalry, to march against fortified cities, to carry, 
not simply a large array of fighting men into the 
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enemy's country, but the whole community of Israel, 
their women, children, aged, infirm — ^these steps must be 
taken with unflinching spirit if taken at all But it was 
none of these that was to require the greatest amount of 
courage; it was in observing all the law which the 
Lord commanded that Joshua was to show what sort of 
man he really was ; how brave, how firm, how gifted 
with the truest courage. Nor let this seem strange to 
us. Israel, though the covenant people, had many 
unconverted, many unbelieving, many God-dishonouring 
hearts among their numbers : many, who while they 
might admire worldly heroism, would have no sympathy 
with spiritual decision ; and if defection should spread 
in the camp, if the idolatries of Canaan should take hold 
on the Israelitish mind, if any circumstances should 
arise which nught place Joshua in opposition to the 
public feeling, when public feeling was strong against 
God, what would call for courage so much as the duty 
of cleaving to the law of the Most High, and saying, 
" Thus saith the Lord, and His will must be obeyed ? " 

The case is the same now. In nothing is there greater 
scope for exercising moral courage than in keeping stead- 
fastly to the Word of God as our rule. There are those 
who will brave the rush of battle and meet any odds in 
the hard-fought field, who yet dread the taunt of some 
foolish scoffer who plays off his wit against the truth of 
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God. There are some who will stand against the bowl- 
ings of a mob, as a chafed lion turns npon the dogs, and 
yet shrink from the sneer, the jest, the mockery, which 
the world has ready for the followers of Jesus. There 
are some who are bold enough in public, yet cower like 
partridges before the hawk in private when Christ is to 
be defended. Ah ! yes ; to bear the colours of the 
Captain of Salvation, not now and then, but always ; 
to carry religion into every-day life ; to glory in the 
cross of Christ ; to say I am His, modestly but firmly ; 
to inquire what are His principles, and to carry them out 
in all our walk ; to tread the narrow way, trusting to the 
Holy Spirit for continual grace and strength; to take 
Christian consistency to the market, the counter, the 
office, the bench, the court, the hustings, the polling- 
booth, the senate : this will require all the courage that 
any man can possess. 

But a slight and casual acquaintance with the law of 
Moses would not be enough to secure this course on the 
part of Joshua. He would not thus prove its all- 
sufficiency, know its value, perceive its inspired fulness. 
He was, therefore, commanded farther : " This book of 
the law shall not depart out of thy mouth ; but thou 
shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is written therein : 
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then 
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thou shalt have good success." It was to be the 
subject of his diligent study ; his mind must dwell upon 
its provisions. He must see in it, not simply the pro- 
duction of the great mind of Moses, but the inspired 
code which Jehovah, the King of Israel, had given for 
the government of His people. For himself, in all his 
private life and public duties; for the people, in all 
that might concern their individual and social welfare, 
here was the rule, the standard, the directory. Joshua, 
therefore, was to meditate day and night on the revealed 
will of God ; that his heart being full of it, his life might 
proclaim it, and out of the abundance of his heart his 
mouth might speak So with ourselves. No one can 
truly value the Word of God who does not study it and 
meditate upon it; none can be prepared to defend it 
who have not experienced its preciousness. If we would 
really be courageous as regards the Bible, and its teach- 
ing and requirements, we must have learned how all- 
sufficient it is under the operations of the Holy Spirit to 
direct and animate the souL 

Now let this be anyone's habit, let such constant study 
of the Word of God be the rule of anyone's hfe, and he 
shall prove the truth of what God farther spoke to Joshua: 
" Then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then 
thou shalt have good success." He would find words 
there to make him wise, to show him the truth, to guide 
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him in perplexity, to cheer him in distress. Only let. 
him do the wiU of God, seeking to know more of it, 
aiming to do all he knew; and the Almighty God engaged 
for him thus, " Then shalt thou be prosperous." And 
what he found that shall every believer of the truth and 
word of God find also. The words, " Bow down thine 
ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine 
heart unto my knowledge. For it is a pleasant thing if 
thou keep them within thee ; they shall withal be fitted 
in thy lips. That thy trust may be in the Lord, I have 
made known to thee this day, even to thee. Have not 
I written to thee excellent things in counsels and 
knowledge, that I might make thee know the certainty 
of the words of truth ; that thou mightest answer the 
words of truth to them that send unto thee?" (Prov. tcici\ , 
17 — 21,) — ^these words shall be fulfilled. The promises 
which are Yea and Amen in Christ; the assurances 
which Jesus gives to His believing people ; the words 
which tell of the presence and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, all shall be realised : and the more we search the 
Scriptures and live by grace according to the principles 
which Jesus has set forth in His Gospel, the more shall 
we surely prove, " Then thou shalt be prosperous, and 
have good success." 

There was one closing word which summed up all for 
Joshua : " The Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever 
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thou goest." Oh ! precious word, " the Lord thy 
God"; Jehovah, the Eternal, the One in whotn every 
attribute of perfection centred, and from whom all per- 
fection flowed. He was Joshua's God; a God in covenant, 
a God whose love and grace were pledged. This God 
would be with him always and everywhere ; with 
him to strengthen, with him to instruct in the truth, 
with him to keep, with him to grant prosperity, with 
him to aid in carrying out the charge now given, and to 
impart all the blessings which accompanied the charge. 
Why need he fear ? He could look back to see what 
the Lord had done ; he knew His truth and His power ; 
he had experienced already manifold proofs of His con- 
stant care. Why should he fear, when God said : " T 
will not fail thee nor forsake thee ? " 

Oh ! beloved, this word is the pledge of victory, the 
standing-ground of faith, the enlivener of hope : "The 
Lord thy God is with thee." It sustained Jacob during 
his long exile from his family and home: it nerved 
Moses for the mighty work of bringing Israel out of 
Egypt ; it bore Joshua on through the most marvellous 
career of victory which history has ever recorded; it 
sent Gideon, with his three hundred men, against the 
hosts of Midian ; it cheered Paul for a year and six 
months amidst the opposition, the licentiousness and 
the idolatry of Corinth. It is the word which God has 
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spoken to His people, saying, " Fear thou not for I am 
with thee : be not dismayed for I am thy God," and 
which Jesus has passed to all His saints, " Lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the world." 

Blessed are those who hear it coming to their hearts ; 
who, in all the temptations of the world, the struggles 
of the Christian life, and the perplexities which daily 
arise, fall back on this. Blessed are those who have good 
grounds for saying, Jehovah is with us as our Father, 
our Saviour, our Sanctifier. They can rest for their sup- 
port on the glowing words which close the eighth chapter 
of the epistle to the Eomans, " If God be for us, who can 
be against us ? No created thing shall separate us fix)m 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord?" 

This charge of the Lord to Joshua speaks to us 
who are here this day ; to you, to me. Our duty is here 
shown ; our true prosperity is here described ; our safe- 
guard is here declared. Oh ! let me press these closing 
questions upon you. Who is performing this duty before 
God ? Who measures prosperity by this standard ? 
Who finds his security in the presence of God, assured 
by the covenant of grace in Christ Jesus ? 



II. 

EAHAB. 



'^ By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that be> 
lieved not, when she had received the spies with peace." — Heb. 
XI. 31. 



II. 



BAHAB, 

Man need never act independently of God. Indeed, 
the rule by which aU our actions should be regulated is 
that of entire dependence on the guidance and direction 
of the Lord who orders all. And if we only felt the truth 
that He does order all things ; that it is not only in great 
events, but in the most minute also, that His power and 
wisdom command and permit, we should live more in 
the spirit of the inspired precept, " Trust in the Lord 
with all thine heart, and lean not imto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths." (Prov. iii. 5 — 6.) 

It is quite a mistake to suppose that this thorough 
dependence on God interferes with the use of all proper 
means towards the accomplishment of our end. To 

iieglect the use of means is folly ; to use them without 
seeking the guidance of Ood is presumption. It is the 
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blending of the two which constitutes true wisdom, and 
brings the sweet guarantee of all reasonable and right 
success. 

Joshua had heard the Divine charge, and had received 
the command to cross the Jordan, and enter on the 
enjoymentof Canaan. Provision was being made through- 
out the host; and meanwhile two spies were sent out to 
search into the nature of the country near Jericho and 
to ascertain the approaches to the city, its position, 
defences and population ; so that aU might be known 
which would render an assault upon it certain of 
success. Having reached the place, most likely late 
in the evening of the first of the three days referred to 
in the eleventh verse of the first chapter, they went to 
the house of Eahab, and met with the reception alluded 
to in the text. The whole circumstances of the second 
chapter of Joshua are here summed up, and from that 
chapter I shall endeavour to draw the points which 
seem to call for our most earnest consideration. 

I. Eahab's conduct. 

II. The principles which regulated it. 

I. There has been much controversy as to the real 
character of this woman. Some have accepted the 
description given of her in the term " harlot ; " others, 
considering her faith so praised by St. Paul, her works 
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SO commended by St. James, and the fact that by mar- 
riage she became one of our Lord's progenitors, have 
tried to show that the word translated "harlot " means, 
or may mean " hostess," and that her house was, indeed, 
an inn or lodging-house for travellers. There appears, 
however, no reason to depart from the plain meaning of 
the word. In Eahab's time there were no sucti places 
as inns in our modern sense of the term ; more especially 
amongst a rude and barbarous people, such as the wild 
and warlike tribes of Canaan must have been. Besides, 
the original Hebrew word imports what is conveyed by 
our version ; the term used by the Apostles does the like : 
nor does it follow, that because the woman led an 
infamous life previous to her being impressed with the 
belief of God's greatness and truth, she continued in her 
evil course ; while the word is used to describe her as 
she was in the days of her ignorance and sin. Indeed, ^ 
we must conclude that now, living in the exercise of 
new opinions as to the future, and new feelings about 
God, her character and conduct became more and more 
improved. To her house, then, these two spies were 

directed by the Divine guidance. The house was one at 
which they would be received; one, too, from which 
escape would be easy, situated as it was upon the town 
waU. 
The very reception of these men was a risk, but a 
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risk which Rahab did not fear to run : ' and, before 
long, the risk increased, for "it was told the king of 
Jericho, saying, Behold there came men in hither to- 
night to search out the country. And the king of Jericho 
sent unto Eahab, saying, Bring forth the men that are 
come to thee, which are entered into thine house : for they 
be come to search out all the country." (Josh. iL 2, 3.) 
Eahab received, no doubt, some information of the search 
being set on foot, for the original in verse 4 may be 
rendered, "had taken," instead of took: so that before 
the king's officers were in her house the spies of Joshua 
were securely concealed. By the line of conduct thus 
pursued she put her life in jeopardy, and that on account 
and for the sake of strangers whom she had never seen 
before, in whom she had no interest, and whose errand, 
if successful, threatened misery, ruin and death to herself 
and her whole people. 

But the most interesting features in her conduct are 
brought out by the words which are recorded as spoken 
by her to the spies. " And she said unto the men, I 
know that the Lord hath given you the land, and that 
your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabit- 
ants of the land faint because of you. F6r we have 

r ■ 

heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for 
you when ye came out of Egypt ; and what ye did unto 
the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other 
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side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. 
And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did 
melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any 
.man, because of you ; for the Lord your God, he is God 
in beayen above and in the earth beneath. Now, there- 
fore, I pray you, swear unto me by the Lord, since I 
have shewed you kindness, that ye will also shew kind- 
ness unto my father's house, and give me a true token : 
And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, 
and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, 
and deliver our lives from death." (Josh. ii. 9 — 13.) 

She speaks of Jehovah with the utmost reverence 
and godly fear. "I know that Jehovah hath given 
you the land," ** Jehovah, your God, he is God in 
heaven above and in the earth beneath." Though 
brought up in the midst of the most revolting idol- 
atry, though never instructed in the knowledge of the 
true God, though shut out from all possible advan- 
tages, though her natural corruption had been strength- 
ened by an abandoned course of life, this woman uses 
language about Jehovah such as she might have used 
had she been a mother in Israel. She recounts His 
deeds, remembers His wonders of old time, and exalts 
Him to the throne of heaven and to universal rule over 
the earth. 

Observe, too, how she casts herself upon the people of 
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the Lord for safety ; and not only herself, but all her 
family. Ere long, she knew, there would be sore 
destruction break upon the land, which no walls, no 
bulwarks, no skill or power of map, no fancied presence 
of the country's gods would prevent. Where was there 
hope of safety for her and those dear to her, but in the 
protection of that God who was sending His people to 
punish the Canaanites ? With these spies, therefore, 
did she enter into a solemn compact, and so arranged 
matters, in dependence on their fidelity and truth, as to 
secure for her parents and all her near kindred, as well 
as for herself, safety in the time of danger, and deliver- 
ance in the general calamity. 

There is, however, one point in the conduct of Eahab, 
as related in this chapter, which requires farther notice. 
It is a stain upon what is otherwise so fair. She was 
clearly guilty of falsehood in the answer which she gave 
to the officers who searched her house for the spies. 
" The woman took the two men, and hid them, and said 
thus. There came men imto me, but I wist not whence 
they were: and it came to pass about the time of shutting 
of the gate, when it was dark, that the men went out : 
whither the men went I wot not : pursue after them 
quickly, for ye shall overtake them. But she had 
brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them 
with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon 
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the roof." (Josh. ii. 4 — 6.) It is strange to see how 
some have laboiired to extenuate this, or even to argue it 
away ; yet, after all, the falsehood is there. And it was a 
falsehood ; it was the breaking out of corrupt nature. But 
shall we say that this is to prove her faith an unreality ? 
Why, if it were to come to a mere balancing of for and 
against, how much more is there in favour of her faith 
than against it. All that we have already considered 
far outweighs this one failing. And who that knows his 
own heart wiU wonder at Eahab's falsehood ? Have we, 
the best of us, never prevaricated, never put a false colour- 
ing on any matter, never concealed or misrepresented the 
exact state of things ? Ah ! we are too like Eahab in this 
last respect : it would be well for us if we were more like 
her in the other respects which have been before noticed. 
We have, therefore, only to acknowledge the fault of 
which she was guilty, and to take warning against its 
blemish; while we admire all that is so singularly 
bright and conspicuous in whatsoever else of her behav- 
iour the spirit of God has seen fit to record. 

Let us mark, then, what this woman did, the line she 
took, the coxirse she carried out ; let us see how she sepa- 
rated herself from all her people to side with Israel ; let 
us consider how she braved the wrath of the king by de- 
clining to give up the spies ; let us remember that she had 
these two men quite in her power, and that she might have 
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gained reward and a name as the saviour of her country 
by giving them up ; let us take, I say, all these things 
into consideration, and we must admit her conduct to be 
without a parallel. The example is one so conspicuous . 
that, perhaps, it has never been equalled, and stands to 
this day a remarkable specimen. If it were not for the 
principles involved, and the corresponding fitness which 
those principles possess for the regulation of everyone's 
conduct, we might look on the example of Bahab in the 
points considered as one gazes on the ideal statue, cold 
and unreal, instead of seeing the living person, excellent 
indeed and high, yet ever calling to us, Follow, follow ; 
where I am, do thou long and try to be. 

II. Let us, therefore, now inquire into the prin- 
ciples BY WHICH EAHAB WAS ACTUATED. 

"By faith," her conduct was ruled. Upon the 
shining record which the finger of the Holy Spirit 
has traced, that it should hang for ever in the 
temple of the living God, her name is written to 
show that God is no respecter of persons, and to declare 
the mighty power of the heaven-born principle of faitL 
What was it that made her receive the spies in peace ? 
What made her say, " I know that the Lord your Grod 
hath given you the land ? " By what was she taught to 
speak so decidedly about the glory, the power, the truth. 
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the purposes of Johovah ? What opened her eyes to see 
the dethroned idols of Canaan, and the exalted Lord of 
Israel sitting as King of the heavens and the earth? 
What led her to contract 'with the spies for the preser- 
vation of her family from impending peril, and sub- 
sequently to gather her family together during the 
mysterious siege which Joshua laid against Jericho ? It 
was faith that did it all. By faith was this once heathen 
woman made a servant of the Lord God. Faith was to 
her the evidence of things not seen. By faith she reaUsed 
things to come as surely as if they had happened ; things 
far off as plainly as though they had been nigh. By 
faith she read the doom of Jericho and Canaan, and saw 
Israel's hosts marching victorious through the land. By 
faith she rose above all the difficulties of her station, 
braved every danger, awaited the coming issue, and felt 
that, casting herself upon the care and mercy of God, she 
must be safe no matter what might betide. 

But in thus declaring the happy working of this faith 
of Eahab's, let it not be supposed that one would exalt 
the grace above the source from which it flows, or set 
the gift so high as to dethrone the Giver. As this 
woman's course of conduct was the effect of her faith, 
so her faith itself was but an effect proceeding from a 
higher cause. We see a mighty river rolling on its way, 
and trace it to its spring among the hills or to its issue 
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from some wide inland lake : but we cannot stop here ; 
there are secret natural causes from which that very 
spring derives its being, and by which that lake is filled ; 
and who can forget these, if he would really search into 
the marvels of creation ? So when the wonders recorded 
in the history of the people of God in aU ages strike our 
minds, command our attention and call out our admira- 
tion, it is never to be overlooked that they who have 
shown the power of faith have shown it because they have 
been under the vivifying influences of God the Holy Spirit, 
to whose grace they owe the existence and the exercise 
of their faith. When we look at some grand building 
displaying the fair proportions of architectural skill, 
or gaze upon some picture evidently the product of 
a master-hand, we lose comparatively little of real 
enjoyment by being ignorant of him whose genius 
planned the one or executed the other. Not so when 
the triumphs of faith pass in review before us : to regard 
them as we ought, we must see them as the triumphs of 
the God of grace ; we must know the nature, the design, 
the purpose, the result of that faith which so engages us ; 
. and since it is inseparably connected with the glory of 
God, it is only by observing how faith comes from God 
and conduces to His glory that the mind can really appre- 
ciate it and its effects. Apart from the Holy Spirit, there 
is danger lest the grace be a rival idol ; associated with 
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Him as its Giver and Sustainer, the grace becomes a minis- 
ter to lead us to the throne of God, and to teach us to bow 
"before Him as the Giver of every good and perfect gift. 

The Holy Spirit, then, wrought in Eahab's heart. 
He, the Almighty and Eternal God, had taught her 
what she had learned, had revealed to her what she 
knew. Led by His hand she walked in a path along 
which natural disposition would never have carried her- 
He had touched her mouth, and the ribaldry of a heathen 
prostitute and the empty cries to base idols gave place 
to such words of confession and adoration concerning 
Jehovah as would have fitted the lips of the most earnest 
worshipper in the camp of IsraeL 

And, indeed, it is the special prerogative of the Holy 
Spirit to take of the things of God and of Jesus, and 
show them to the souls of men. In the dispensations of 
grace, this is the work which He has undertaken. To 
breathe on the slain, to quicken the dead, to implant new 
principles — He must do this. Nay, let me say that He 
must do it as thoroughly, as entirely, by His gracious in- 
fluence in the case of the man surrounded by Christian 
advantages, as He did in the case of Eahab. The same 
power must be put forth in Israel as in Jericho ; here, in 
our Christian congregations, as in the dreariest waste of 
the heathen wilderness. The same influence must break 
the hearts of the moral which makes contrite those of the 
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profligate. There are not two kinds of justifying grace, 
nor two kinds of conversion and renewal, nor two 
workers in the economy of salvation : the faith is one, 
the change of heart is one, and He who gives the faith, 
and works the change is one, even the Holy Spirit, the 
blessed and eternal God. 

III. There are some few lessons to be gathered 

FROM THE CONSIDERATION OF THE SUBJECT WHICH IT 
WOULD BE UNWISE TO PASS BY UNNOTICED. 

1. Let us learn to rejoice in the electing love and 
knowledge of God. 

Who would lose the history of Eahab from the pages 
of the Bible? Who would have her name missing from 
the eleventh chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews? 
Yet, surely, never did the history of anyone more clearly, 
more instructively, more comfortingly, teach the people 
of God the truth thus written — " Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: accord- 
ing as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love : having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ unto himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise 
of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved." (Eph. i. 3 — 6.) With no 
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liuman advantage in her favour, but surrounded by all 
possible disadvantages ; with no friend of her soul to 
teach, or to deepen good impressions ; with the chains 
of sin rivetted by the most powerful of vices ; amid the 
most corrupt influences, and dwelling among those 
accursed by God and devoted to destruction, Bahab 
nevertheless appears conspicuous as a believer of no 
conmion order. This brand well-nigh consumed is 
plucked out of the burning; this unrighteous one 
appears washed, sanctified and justified ; this harlot of 
J"ericho becomes a mother in Israel ; " instead of the 
thorn comes up the fir tree, and instead of the brier comes 
up the myrtle tree : and it shall be to the Lord for a 
name, for an everlasting sign, that shall not be cut off." 
(Isa. Iv. 13.) To what was this due ? What was the 
over-brimming fount from which these showers of good 
fell down? What singled out poor Eahab from the 
thousands of devoted Amorites ? What but the free 
grace of God in Christ Jesus ! If the Lord had spoken 
to her, while she stood covered by His wings and 
ombraced by the arms of His mercy. He might have 
used the words which He afterwards dictated to His 
prophet, " Tea, I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love ; therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn 
thee." (Jer. xxxi. 3.) Silence, silence, all ye who cavil 
-at individua] election. Rahab's history, EahaVa iaAfitv, 
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Eahab's salvation, are a mystery quite unintelligible and 
never to be opened save by this one key. 

2. Let us learn never to despair of the conversion and 
reformation of the most unpromising characters. 

It is impossible to imagine anyone more out of the 
reach of good, according to the estimation of men, than 
was this woman. Among a licentious people she was 
marked out by her licentiousness. Unknown to Israel^ 
of a low position in her own nation, who would suppose 
that she was to be reclaimed, saved, exalted, chronicled 
in the Scripture ? Yet her did God thus bring out 
of darkness into light and from corruption into purity, 
that His servants who work for Him and long for the 
spread of His glory, should naver faint in the most blest 
of all labours, the bringing wandering souls to the fold 
of Jesus, and leading the polluted to the fountain opened 
for sin and uncleanness. Oh ! how often are our hearts 
sick in this work, how useless seem our efforts, how vain 
our words, how unimpressible the hearts of those with 
whom we deal, how imlikely some individual to whom 
we are sent or who crosses our path. The infidel's re- 
peated cavils, the coldness of the inattentive pleasure- 
seeker, the debased condition to which we may see an 
immortal soul brought down, tempt us to say, 'Tis of no 
good, I labour in vain, I spend my strength for nought and 
in vain. No, not so. The hardest can be softened, the 
farthest off can be brought nigh, the most defiled clad in 
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-white, the most unUkely made susceptible of saving 
impressions. Some dissolute soldier may yet become 
-what Gardiner was ; some blaspheming sailor may learn 
to sing John Newton's hymns; some persecutor may, 
like Saul, begin to preach the faith which now he 
labours to destroy; some harlot may be changed as 
Hahab was, and emulate her single-mindedness in the 
service of the Lord. Faint not, neither be discour- 
aged; the fairest fields were barren once, the love- 
liest gardens once formed part of the unenclosed waste. 
Eemember the free grace of God. Eemember His elect- 
ing love. Eemember the power of. the Holy Ghost. 
Eemember, it may be, your own past, and what God has 
-done for you. "My thoughts are not your thoughts,neither 
are your ways my ways, saith the Lord." (Isa. Iv. 8.) 

3. Let us learn the workings of true faith, 

*' If thou take forth the precious from the vile," says 
Gk)d by His prophet, " thou shalt be as my mouth." 
Amid the spurious imitations of faith which abound, it 
is well to be able to discern that which is genuine. 

Eahab's faith can be tried, and will not be found want- 
ing. It led her direct to God, as the Author and Disposer 
of alL According to the knowledge which she had of Him, 
she glorified Him by setting Him supreme in her own 
heart and in her outward actions. Her faith taught 
her to put her duty to God above every personal consid- 
-eration, and to brave severe risk rather than compro- 
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mise her new allegiance. Her faith gave weight to the- 
word of God against all combinations of human proba- 
bility. Her faith led her to receive and welcome the 
spies, and to cast in her lot with the people of God and 
identify her cause with theirs. Thus did her faith justify 
itself by works. It was not dead and inactive, but lively 
and fruit-bearing. Brethren, we have but to transfer 
these tests to our own faith, remembering how much 
clearer God's Eevelation has been made . known to us 
than it was, or possibly could be, to Eahab. To us He 
has shown the truth of His Son Christ Jesus. In the 
person of His Son all truth centres ; and thus has Jesus 
become in His fulness the great Object of faith. It is 
for us who profess to believe in Him, to see whether 
our faith works as true faith always will work. Happy 
are those who find themselves leaning solely on Jesus 
and in Him drawing nigh to God; whose cry is, more and 
more earnest, Eeign in my heart, God ; who are not 
ashamed of Christ, but set their known duty to Him far 
above every other claim, and pursue it despite all risk 
and opposition; who trust in the Lord and wait on Him, 
though all seems forbidding or even calculated to call up 
despair; who love the people of God as sons and daugh- 
ters of the one Father and members of the one family. 
Their faith is, indeed, a true faith, proved by its works, 
evidenced by its fruits. Of them we may safely say. 
They are of those who believe to the saving of the ouL 



III. 

THE AEK AND THE CEOSSINa OF JOEDAN. 



^ And the priests that bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the 
Israelites passed over on dry ground, imtil all the people were 
passed clean over Jordan." — Josh. ilL 17. 



III. 



TBE ABK AND THE CBOSSINO OF JORDAN. 

Among all the names which mark the spots of Palestine 
so full of varied interest and charm, there are few which 
serve to awaken deeper feelings about the power and 
grace of God than that of Jordan. Upon the river Jordan 
did Jacob look down as, standing on Penuel, he thought 
of past mercies rich and undeserved, and wrestled with 
prevailing might for mercies richer than any yet enjoyed. 
Across Jordan did David return from the exile to which 
Absalom's rebellion had driven him. From the banks 
of Jordan it was that Elijah ascended to God, while the 
parted stream told of the power which dwelt in the 
prophet who was gone, and in Elisha on whom a double 
portion of his spirit rested. In Jordan was Naaman, 
the Syrian, cleansed of his leprosy. And when our 
Lord Jesus was about to enter on His public ministry, 
to Jordan He came to be baptised by John ; and there. 
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as He went up out of the water, did the Spirit rest 

upon Him, and the Father declare, " This is my beloved 

Son in whom I am well pleased." 

To all these interesting incidents we must add that 
which forms the main subject of the third and fourth 

chapters of the Book of Joshua ; the drying up of the 

stream of Jordan, by the agency of the Ark of God, for 

the passage of the Israelites into the land of Canaan. 

With this subject before us let us consider, 

I. The circumstances as connected with the 
PEOPLE OF Israel. 

It does not appear that any intimation was given to 
the Israelites, before the morning of the day on which 
they crossed the river as to the manner in which their 
passage was to be effected. They were told beforehand 
that they were to follow the Ark at the distance of two 
thousand cubits when they saw it moved by the priests, 
and that they were to sanctify themselves, for that God 
would work wonders among them on the following day ; 
but, to judge at least from the text of the Scripture, it was 
not tiU they were ready to start that they were made 
aware of the way in which their thousands were to pass 
into the long-promised inheritance of Canaan. This 
would be a great trial of their faith ; and the readiness 
which they showed to go on when the Ark did move was 
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a clear proof that their faith, through the grace of God, 
stood the trial ; and that they were actuated by simple 
trust in God, believing that whatever He said should be 
done would surely come to pass, however impossible it 
might seem to the judgment of men. 

The fact is, that Israel had become accustomed to tho 
constant exhibition of the most amazing miracles. They 
had been delivered from the bondage of Egypt by a 
succession of wonders. Their passage of the Red Sea 
was the very counterpart of the promised passage of the 
river Jordan. The Wilderness had witnessed their 
journey through its trackless extent marked by displays 
of Almighty power, now in love, now in judgment. 
Miraculously delivered, sustained, guided, instructed, 
why should they not at last be brought miraculously 
to the resting-place whither all else was tending? 
Indeed, it was rather to be expected that Jehovah would 
put forth His might in some conspicuous way so as to give 
a fitting close to that long journeying every step of which 
had told of might and grace Divine. True, these miracles 
did not serve to keep the nation faithful to the Lord ; 
nothing but the grace of the Holy Spirit could do this, 
and the Spirit is a sovereign God, dispensing His grace 
as He pleases : but the national mind was so possessed 
with the conviction that the Lord was -in the midst of 
them doing wonders, that the people at once rose up to 
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walk in the strange path which their leader pointed 
out. 

What a scene is called up before our minds as we 
picture to ourselves the wondrous passage over Jordan. 
Many had been the striking scenes in the drama of 
Israel's Exodus, but none so altogether striking as this. 
The solemn departure from Egypt when the people 
thrust them out on that awful night which saw the first- 
bom slain ; the going forth in haste amid the bowlings and 
lamentations of their terrified oppressors ; the moon-light 
march through the Eed Sea, dried up for them to cross ; 
the gathered host looking at the Eg3rptians lying dead 
upon the sea-shore ; the awe-stricken multitude round 
Sinai, when the Lord came forth with ten thousand of 
His holy ones, and from His right hand went the fiery 
law ; the gathering of manna morning by morning ; the 
thirsty congregation crowding round the smitten rock; 
the plague-visited camp, from time to time sending up its 
mingled prayers and groans — all these were scenes which 
help to clothe the history of Israel with an interest quite 
its own. But never had there been so grand a scene as 
this ; for that which was most like it, the passage of the 
Eed Sea, wanted the presence of the Ark and the band 
of priests ; wanted, too, the calm dignity which marked 
the whole transaction on the banks and in the bed of 
Jordan. There all was confusion, here all was order. 
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There a wild mixture of fear and unaccustomed liberty 
must have kept up a turmoil in the breasts of the 
multitude, here good confidence and long experience of 
God's favour bore on the well-ordered hosts of His 
people. There a nation newly-born from slavery was 
flying from the land of bondage, here a whole com- 
munity, long-established as the freedmen of the Lord 
of heaven and earth, was entering on its promised 
inheritance. And now the feet of the priests have 
touched the edge of the stream, much widened by the 
flood coming down from the mountains of Lebanon. 
Straightway the waters below fail gradually, while those 
above stand up on an heap, not flooding the surrounding 
country, but piled up and sustained by the almighty power 
of Him who was the Guide of Israel. Onward walk the 
priests to the midst of the bed of the river, and stand 
firm while the immense procession passes on ; and so 
they remain until Joshua " commanded the priests, 
saying, come ye up out of Jordan. And it came to pass 
that when the priests who bore the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord were come up out of the midst of Jordan, 
and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up unto the 
dry land, that the waters of Jordan returned unto 
their place, and flowed over all his banks, as they did 
before." (iv. 17, 18.) 
As our minds dwell on this strange sight, one object 
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stands foi^fch pre-eminently conspicuous, and that is the 
Ark borne by the priests. The Ark was the point 
round which all the glory of the miracle was made to 
revolve. When God published His law and gave it to 
Moses, He ordained that it should be laid up in the 
Ark of shittim wood covered with gold. This Ark 
had for its lid the golden mercy-seat on which, between 
the two cherubim, the glory of Jehovah was mani* 
fested. There did He shine; thence did He speak 
It was the symbol of His presence among the people 
of Israel Ordinarily, the Ark rested in the midst of 
the camp when the tribes were stationary, and on the 
march had its place in the centre of the great pro- 
cession; but on the occasion of the passage into 
Canaan, it was to go in the van and point out the way. 
Commonly, too, the Ark was borne by the Kohathites, 
members of the tribe of Levi but not of the priesthood ; 
now, however, Joshua was divinely taught to entrust the 
carriage of it to a body of the priests, thus marking it out 
as holding the chief position in the important journey to 
be engaged in. It was when the Ark came to the 
brim of the river that the waters were to be cut off; 
and while it rested over the river's bed, up-borne by the 
priests, the volume of gathering water was stayed. As 
the people passed and gazed at the wall of waters, they 
would feel ; We owe our safety and our easy passage 
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to the presence of the Ark, the token of the presence 
of Jehovah Himself. 

It will not be without instruction if we notice the 
name by which the Ark was called in connection with 
the transaction before us : " the Ark of the covenant of 
the Lord your God." Here, then, was a pledge of God's 
truth and faithfulness. He who was showing their way 
was one on whom they could thoroughly depend. Of 
old He had covenanted with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, and in the covenant had been included the gift 
of the land now lying before the eyes of Israel on the 
other side of the river. After long years, the descendants 
of the patriarchs were brought to the very border of the 
promised land. And now that the announcement was 
being made that they were to be at once admitted to 
their inheritance, they were reminded of God's never- 
failing truth by the fact that " the Ark of the covenant 
of the Lord their God" should go before them. How 
would this ser\''e to stimulate them, to stir up their 
hearts, to awaken faith, to strengthen hope! The 
promise was now going to be fulfilled: and, in the 
presence of all His people, God appeared specially as 
a FulfiUer of His promises, by sending on as their guide 
the Ark which was to assure them of His never-failing 
covenant. 

Mark, too, that in the eleventh verse the words occur, 
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" the Ark of the covenant of the Lord of the whole earth.** 
The people were about to take a step of the most difficult 
and trying kind. The very me^ns by which they were to 
enter Canaan were such as to be incredible and impos- 
sible to th6 reasoning of man. And when over Jordan, 
fresh difficulties and perils would meet them, such as 
human agency could barely, if at all, encounter. How 
fitting then was this assurance : The Ark is a token of 
God*s covenant with you, and your God is God over alL 
You have seen what He has done, what obstacles He has 
removed, what provision He has made, what enemies He 
has subdued. Fear not : your covenant God is the Lord 
of all the earth ; imiversal dominion is His. Tis for Him 
to speak and all nature must obey. He has not only 
promised the inheritance, but He can and will bestow it, 
for He doeth according to His will among the inhabitants 
of earth. And since, from the beginning, when "the 
Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when 
he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of 
the people according to the number of the children of 
Israel," He will put forth the exercise of His prerogative, 
and drive out the people from before you, to give you 
what all along He, as Lord of all, has designed for the 
habitation of His people. 

Thus conspicuous was the Ark on this most 
notable day. And, if you ask why, the answer is 
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twofoli First, because, as already said, the Ark was to 
lemind thein of the presence of Gbdl By it He made to 
IBispeople tbat most welcbme of' dnnotincement^, evet'^ 
firesii: **I will dwell" in thetai and ^alk in them, aiid 
tKey shall "be my people, and I 'Will be their God.'^'^ 
(Compare* Num. x. '35, 36.) W^eni therefore, they 
SAW the Ark, dorfbtless with its mysterious cloud aboV'6, 
bdrne solemnly onward by the marching priests, they 
wbuld feelthe spirit of the words the vei*y letter of which 
as yet they did not know, " The Lord of Hosts is with 
us, the = God of Jacob is our refuge:" they would remember 
the prophecy of Balaam, " He hath not beheld iniquity 
in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel : the 
Lord his God is with him, and the shout of a king is 
aiiiong thein. God brought them out of Egypt ; he hath 
as'it were the strength of an liriicom. Surely there is * 
no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any * 
divination against Israel. According to this time it 
shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God 
wrought? Behold, the people shall rise up as a great 
lion, and lift up himself as a young lion : he shall not 
lie down until he eat of the prey, and drink the blood of 
the slain.?' (Num. xxiii. 21— 24.) 

IHle presence of the Ark being thus the token of the 
Divine presence, it was the pledge of safe guidance. 
"Follow it," said Joshua, " that ye may know the way 
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by which ye must go." All was new before them, 
but they had that which would direct them and save 
them from any false step. Nor, thus regarded, was the 
presence .of the Ark less than the pledge of victory and 
progress. " The Lord thy God he will go over before 
thee, and he will destroy these nations from before thee, 
and thou shalt possess them." (Deut. xxxi. 3.) Israel 
went not on their own will, nor at the mere bidding of 
an earthly leader. It was God who commanded them 
to enter Canaan, and He would undertake for them. 

But, besides being the symbol of God's presence, the 
Ark was also a type of Christ ; and though Israel might 
not see the lessons which all the typical economy taught, 
yet God would magnify His Son by exalting that which 
pre-eminently represented Him. It was on the Ark 
that the glory of the Shecinah rested, which met the eyes 
of the High Priest when he entered the Holiest on the 
day of atonement. It was from the blood-sprinkled 
mercy-seat that grace made its way through the camp of 
Israel. It was in the Ark that the law of God was laid 
up, perfect and secure. Thus did the Ark tell of Jesus, 
of Him in whom dwells the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily ; of Him who is the great meeting-point between 
God and man, and from whom grace flows for all the 
needy ; of Him who has said, " Thy law is within my 
heart." And since God has along delighted to honour 
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His Son, that which specially represented the Son was 
-specially honoured in the sight of all the people. 

II. From the consideration of Israel let ns turn to 
•ourselves, and see what is to be gathered from the history 
before us for instruction, comfort and encouragement, 
■as far as our own Christian life and practice are con- 
cerned. 

Is it not true that if we are among the spiritual Israel 
of God, experience of difficulty and trial is constantly 
falling to our lot ? There is before us a path leading to 
rest of soul here, and to rest eternal in the presence of 
God and of the Lamb. Who that treads that path is a 
stranger to the many obstacles which interpose them- 
selves, to the temptations which beset, to the hardships 
which are to be encountered and braved ? The child of 
Grod is known by his peace, but he is known by his conflicts 
also. True, he is secure, but his security is brought out 
by contrast with the perils which beset him. And as day 
after day passes by, and emergencies arise, and the ills and 
trials of life, bodily and spiritual, present themselves, it 
may be said to the people of God who are pilgrims 
to the Canaan above, "Ye have not passed this way 
heretofore." 

Now when we reflect on our necessities, cast our eyes 
-around to survey our individual position, look onwards 
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to the Canaan which We love, and think what we must 
encounter before its Qhore is reached, must we not . have 
a guide and a defiance? Obstacles as great |^ Jordan 
with its overflowed banks and swollen stream, meet 
us in our course : uncertainties in respect of which no 
calculation can, humanly speaking, be n^ade, veJl.jQie 
future ; intricacies which we cannot thread are qonstantfy 
arising; enemies seem to stand upon the farther show, 
and to threaten opposition and repulse even if we crosa 
the stream. To-day aU may be fair and smooth, to-morrow 
such a, flood nj^y arise of trouble, adversity .or tempta-, 
tion, as wiU,l^e well-nigh sufficient to sweep us quite, 
away. WeU let it be sp. Believer, there is help for you 
which is aU-^uffiqient. The ,Ark is going he/ore. Hear 
how the Lord speaks : " I will make waste njountains 
and hills, and dry up all their, herbs ; and I will mako 
the rivers islands, and I will dry up the pools. , And I 
will bring.the blind by a way that they knew not ; I will 
lead them in paths that they have not known: I wiU 
make darkness light before them, and crooked things 
straight. These things will I do. unto them, wd. not; 
forsake them." "Thus gaith; the Lord ^hat created 
thee, Jacob, and he that formed thee, Q Israel, Fear, 
not : for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy 
name ; thou art mine. When thou passest through the 
waters, I wiU be with thee ; and through the rivers, they 
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"I 



shall Hot overflow thbe : when thou walkest through lite 
fire thoti shalt not be' hiimed; neither stall the flaiine 
kiiidle upon thee." (Isaislh xlii. l5,16; xliii. 1,2.) Remeth- 
ber how y6u have been guided hitherto : hcfw JesUi^ has 
held your hand; how when you broke from the bondage of 
Satan and of sin/ the Lord made a way through all that 
would have k6pt' back your sotil. Are you not coiiiiog 
up from the wilderness leaning on your Beloved: yes, 
leaning on Jesus, close to Him, surrounded by His 
.grace, kept by His arm? Israel with all their privi- 
leges could not come nigh the Ark. They might rejoice 
in its presehce, and gaze on it with reverential delight, 
but they could' not approach Within two thousand cubits. 
But we whb are the heavenly pilgrims, we may draw 
nigh tb Christ: Oh ! how nigh : nigher and nigher. Close 
treading in His footsteps, yes, hand in hand with BUm 
by faith, under the special guidance of His Spirit, we cian 
tread the way in which we have to go. Oh ! precious 
truth. ' Oh ! grekt reality. Jesus is so near to the believing 
flbul that at the head of the gloomiest passage, at the 

* 

brink of the widest ' torrent we may exclaim, " ftiough I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
feat no evil, for thou art with me." And thus when 
faith is in exercise, and thie soul of the believer is resting 
securely on the love of God in Christ Jesus, there is feuch 
a recollection of past displays of goodness and of past 
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deliverances and provision, that one can say. Lord, I 
will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. Show me 
the path in which I ought to walk, and though difiBcul- 
ties and impediments arise, I know that thou wilt open 
the way. If He of whom the Ark was but a type, if Jesus 
be our Guide, where may we not readily go ? How 
precious is the word, " He goeth before them." (Jno. x. 4.) 
Then where they shall walk. He has walked ; what they 
shall encounter. He has encountered ; all the trials of the 
way He knows; and the path in which Jesus leads must 
be one of safety. As we follow our heavenly Guide we 
may well believe that He leads us forth by the right way 
that we may go unto a city of habitations. 

This is the glad portion of every one who lives the life 
of faith. He may thus individualise the covenant truth of 
God, and make it his own. But not only so, he can rest 
in the assurance that this covenant truth is the common 
heritage of all the saints, and so learn more and more to 
rejoice that all his brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus 
have the same guide, the same defence, the same refuge 
as himself What a source of comfort is this; intix- 
haustible, overflowing, ever fresh and life-affording. There 
are those who are dear to us from their fellowship in 
Christ and the Gospel ; and some who are doubly dear, 
whom the ties of blood and friendship, as well as those of 
grace^ have chained specially to our hearts. We know 
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of their straits, their necessities, their trials ; we know 
that some swollen stream of care or perplexity is rolling 
wide and deep before them; we know that harassing 
fears and spiritual depression are shutting up their way, 
and often bringing them to a stand-stilL Ah ! but do we 
not know that the Ark is before them as well as before 
us ? Are we not all in the same host ? Are we not all 
on pilgrimage, all drawing near to rest ? Is it not 
written, " There is one God and Father of all ? " And 
what though some are walking first with Judah, while 
others come last with Napthali ; what though some are 
weak, while others are strong; what though long distances 
separate some from others ? The Captain of Salvation, 
who has gathered the blood- washed ones around His 
standard, has the same interest in them, each and all. As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God they are the Sons of 
God ; and the love and care of God are certainly pledged 
alike to all His children. Yes, it is a truth for every indi- 
vidual believer, and for the whole church of Jesus Christ, 
" The ark of the covenant of the Lord your God goeth 
before you," and there shall be dry ground in the deepest 
flood, ground whereon the saints can cross by the walk 
of faith. 

There is one train of thought in the Christian mind 
by which this passage over Jordan has always been con- 
nected with the last passage which the believer makes, 



f • 



56 THE ABK AND THE 

If -. ••*•••-•• 

* ~ - . • .' ^ 

that from this world, to the next across the stream^ of 
. death. God forbid that this sweet resemhlance sbpiUd 
ever be overlooked; for surely if Cauaau was weloometo 
the Israelites tired of the wilderness and looking for th^r 
.inheritance, admission to the presence of the Lord ^esos 
I must be welcome to the redeemed soul, and the tri^d 
jpilgrira may well say, " I have a desire to depart and l|e 
with Christ, which is far better,", We have stood, it 
may be, by some death-bed side, and watphed.the dying 
one draw gradually nearer to the river's brink ; aAd while 
the peace of God which passeth aU understapding has 
kept the soul in steadiness, we have almost seen the 
river parted by the presence of Jesus, and the traveller 
enter into rest. We may have ere long to behold some 
loved one die. Happy for us, happy for the departing 
Boul, if the Ark shall go before it, and, when it is gon^if 
our hours of grief can be soothed by the good hopB 
that th^ bitterness of death is past, and that the Sa;iriour 
;wbo guided has now received the one whom we have 
resigned. 

But more solemn still, beloved, we ourselves piay Stoc^ 
be called away. We tread the margin even now,afenii^ 
.be, of the Jordan which bounds this mortal life. Solemn 
is it to stand by another's death-bed, how muchmore-so 
to lie on our owp ; solemn to think upon another's grp,ve, 
how much more so on the grave where we shall lie ; 
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solemn ;tD see a fellaw-pilgrim take hiis last st^ hei^, 
how imiich mox^. sp when lOur own last step shall be 
takeiL t What shall make aU peaceful then ? What shall 
port the river ? The. presence of the Ark ; the presence 
of Christ Jesus. If He k there, with the full com- 
fort of His presence, all will be welL Death will be the 
gate of life indeed. The sting of death, which is sin, 
shall be taken away ; the strength of sin, which is the 
law, shall have no power. That which would be a foe 
shall be made a minister of blessing, while the soul can 
rejoice in the word, " Thanks be to God who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Men and brethren, dying men, ye whom a thousand 
deaths surround and threaten, look forward. When you 
come to die, how will you die ? What will your last 
hour be ? Oh ! let the Ark be your leader through the 
wilderness, and you shall be safe when you tread the 
river's brink. Walk with Jesus now by faith, par- 
doned, renewed, sanctified, preserved by Him and in 
Him, and it shall be yours for the present and the 
future to say, " To me, to live is Christ and to die is 
gain. 

Fellow pilgrims, remember that the Ark, the blood- 
sprinkled mercy seat, is the meeting place between us 
and our God. In Christ Jesus we who " sometime were 
afar oflf are made nigh by the blood of Christ." In 



58 THE ARK AND THE CROSSING OF JORDAN. 

Him is our hope, our security, our interest in the pro- 
mises. Kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation, preserved in Jesus Christ, the heirs of immor- 
tality though now we die daily, let this be our song : — 

"When I tread the yerge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside ; 
Bear me through the sweUing current, 
Land me safe on Canaan's side ; 
Songs of praises 
I will eyer giye to thee." 



IV. 

MEMORIALS. 



'^ And the duldien of Israel did so as Joshua commanded, and 
took up twelve stones ont of the midst of Jordan, as the Lord spake 
nnto Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of the children 
of Israel, and carried them over with them unto the place where 
they lodged, and laid them down there. And Joshua set up 
twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the feet 
of the priests which bore the ark of the covenant stood : and 
they are there imto this day.** — Josh. iv. 8-9. 



IV. 
I£EM0^IAL8. 

Isbael's passage over Jordan was accomplished They 
stood upoQ^ the* shore so x)ft^ gazed at ; jihey t^d t^e 
laiid whicli th^ir God and their fathers' God had so often 
8aif}„i^hoaId he theirs. Oh 1 wh^ exalting ^y; wb^t' 
congratulaiions ;. what beating hearts; what shonts of 
thankfulness; what offerings^ of praise. And now . a 
soleinn ceremony was to be performed. Twelvei men 
had. been appointed to conduqt i& Gpd [had - said, 
^'Take you twelve men out of tlje tribes of Jsi^|,-Giitrof 
eve^.tribe. a.m,an. .^^And comiiaai^dye them^^- sftying : 
Take.yoi^ h^nce out of the midst of Jordan, out of .the 
place where ihe prints' feet stood fina^ ^twelve- ^tones,: 
andye shall xjany them,ov^r with jou> and leave them 
in the lodging-place, where ye shall lodge this nights" 
In^obedience jbo thia command " Joshua called the twelve 
men, whom he had prepared of the children of Israel, 
out of every tribe a man: And Joshua; said unto 
them, Pass oyer before the ark of the Lord your God 
into the midst of Jordan, and take you up every man of 
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you a stone upon his shoulder, according to the number 
of the tribes of the children of Israel. And the child- 
ren of Israel did so, as Joshua commanded, and took 
up twelve stones out of the midst of Jordan, as the Lord 
spake unto Joshua, according to the number of the 
tribes of the children of Israel, and carried them over 
with them unto the place where they lodged, and laid 
them down there." (Josh. iii. 12 : iv. 3 — 5, 8.) 

The stones for one monument are thus provided; but 
another is yet to be raised. The priests are still stand- 
ing in the bed of the river, the waters are still upheld. 
Then, at Joshua's command, other twelve stones sue 
brought to the spot on which the priests' station had been 
kept, and there they are set up ; reared, probably, on 
some foundation work, so as to be visible at ordinary 
times in the clear and not over-deep stream of Jordan. 
When this is completed, the priests move from their 
standing-place and bear the ark to the shore of Canaan ; 
and the waters flow down again as before the interrup- 
tion of their course. 

The twelve stones, which had been taken up "out 
of Jordan," were carried by twelve men upon their 
shoulders as far as Gilgal, some six miles distant from 
the river, the place in which the camp was to be pitched 
for the night, and there, most likely on some mound of 
earth or other such foundation, they were set up accord- 
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ing to the word which the Lord had commanded 
Joshua. 

Thus there were two memorials erected, the purpose 
of one of which at least is thus expressed, " That this 
may be a sign amoog you, that when your children ask 
their fathers in time to come, saying : What mean ye 
by these stones ? Then ye shall answer them, that the 
waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord ; when it passed over Jordan, the 
waters of Jordan were cut off : and these stones shall be 
for a memorial to the children of Israel for ever. And 
Joshua spake unto the children of Israel, saying: 
When your children shall ask their fathers in time to 
come, saying. What mean these stones ? Then ye shall 
let your children know, saying : Israel came over this 
Jordan on dry land." (Josh. iv. 6, 7 — 21, 22.) As to 
the other monument, though it might not be so evident, 
nor at first sight so necessary, it also was set up at the 
command of God to show the people that there may be 
memorials of mercy hidden from the general eye, but still 
existing and marked by Him at whose bidding and in 
commemoration of whose goodness they have been made. 

"Whatsoever things were written aforetime, were 
written for our learning ; " and in pursuing the train of 
thought suggested by the circumstances of Israel's 
history now before us, I would remark — 
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. 1 



L That the spiritual life should be one of 

CONTINUED MEMORDLLS. 

What is spiritual life? Is it tiniversal? Or, if the 
growth of it be not found in all, is the gewri lying Hid, 
ready to spring ? Alas' I tnahy, the majority of mankind, 

« 

hav© 1 neither part not lot in this matter ; ' hor is • there * 
any Scriptural teachiii^i to >miake us hold that all the 
baptised possess even the seed which- may be dereloped 
into a heavenly plant ' The spiritual life is a life in ' 
ChiSst Jesus, a life in the Holy Ghost, ai life which those 
have,, and those alone, who> are ** begotten a^Aini'tO a 
lively- hope,"' who have been " quickenfed tieigether * with 
Christy" and who have learned to esteeiki themsfelves to 
be ^.dead rndded-omto sin, and alive unto Gk>d'thibugh 
Jesu^ Ghrist our Lord/* • • • *^^^* '• • ' 

Such a life should be a life of continued memorials. 
Is it not one continued course -of mercies f ''AHA ias 
these mercies, these proofs of love and caretdling swfeefly 
of the- provision of a Fathier, the grace of a Sstviour; the 
presence of a Comforter, -are manifested dayby dsgr knd * 
hour by hour, what cry so fitting as that of the Psalmist, 
"Bless the Lord,: q my soul, and fbrget" ftbb iH his 
benefits ? " How delightful to look back and trace the 
dealings of God with your soul; or, not confining the ^ 
mind to spiritual things, to see how, at times, especial 
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providences have faUen out, telling of unceasing watch- 
fulness on the part of the Lord, and calling for devout 
acknowledgment on yours. How delightful to find that 
you have not overlooked these signs of goodness, but 
that they still live fresh in loving recollection, and that 
here on earth those things are not forgotten which 
assuredly will furnish themes of praise hereafter in 
heaven. Indeed, the very services of praise which we 
render, the acts of contrition and sorrow which we per- 
form, the ofiFerings which are brought into the treasury of 
Grod, the gatherings around the table of the Lord at Com- 
munion Seasons — ^what are these really but memorials : 
pillars, so to speak, whereon we write what we owe, what 
we fed, what we desire, what we hope for, as those who 
live upon the favour and would live for the glory of a 
covenant Grod ? Yes, in the spiritual life, there is estab- 
lished a relationship by which the Lord God is pledged 
to bestow all real good, and by which also the child of 
Grod is bound to acknowledge the freeness of the grace 
of Him who bestows, and tbd unworthiness of tlie 
receiver. 

It has been so all along. Observe Abraham f/nmrmnt 
Moiiah ; Jacob on the plain by Loz ; Moses afU;r hranYit 
defeat of Amalek at Eepliidim; .Samuel wWi tlie 
Philistines had fled before Lim : look at tlie chlldrfJi of 
Israel here at GUgal; the isoht .Spirit iLover^ tl^em alL 
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Abraham calls the place Jehovah- Jireh; Jacob sets up a 
stone and names the spot Bethel, to commemorate the 
vision which told of God's presence ; Moses builds his 
altar, and proclaims Jehovah-Nissi, the Lord is my 
banner ; Samuel consecrates the Ebenezer, the stone of 
help; and, in the bed of Jordan and at Gilgal, the 
twelve erect their two memorials, that the passage of 
the river might have a lasting record. 

Now, have we no celebration of providing grace in 
which to engage ? No meeting spots with God, when 
hope was cheered and faith called out in exercise, which 
we would remember as Bethels ? No deliverance, great 
beyond expectation, to be ascribed to the mighty help of 
the Captain of our Salvation? No happy period of 
success and prosperity of which we may say, " hitherto 
the Lord hath helped us ? " No partings of the flood 
which demand a memorial ? Yes, we must have such : 
more especially if we are children of God, if we have 
experienced the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit, we 
must have such, and having them, ought they not to be 
acknowledged ? Ill is it for those who have no spiritual 
blessings to record ; ill, too, for those who, having them^ 
do not love to dwell upon them in the spirit of him 
who said, " I will remember the yeara of the right hand 
of the Most High." 
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II. It is useful to consider what we should 

COMMEMORATE, AND THE MANNER IN WHICH SUCH 
-commemoration should be OBSERVED. 

The remarks just made at the close of the first division 
-of our subject will have prepared the way in a measnre 
for this. I would not exclude, for a single moment 
temporal mercies. They abound, and in their measure 
- are a most gracious evidence of the unceasing benevolence 
of Him who openeih His hand and filleth all tilings 
living with good. There is not one of us who niay not, 
if he learns to think and speak aright, express his 
feelings in the words, " Blessed be the Lord who daily 
loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation. 
He that is our God is the God of salvation; and 
nnto God the Lord belong the issues from death." 
(Ps. Ixviii 19, 20.) But great and undeserved as 
these benefits are, thei'e are others of a higher order 
which fall more especially within the province of the 
minister of the Gospel when he would exhort to the 
contemplation of those interpositions of God which call 
for the setting up of memorials, for acknowledgments 
ever fresh and often renewed. 

We might speak of national mercies, and mercies to 
our Church ; of signal benefits, such as our deliverance 
from Papal bondage, our pure creed, our heritage of the 
yfoxd of God, the opening of wide fields for Christian 
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enterprise, the revival of the spirit of religion, v^hich, a 
century ago, made England see a wondrous resurrection 
from spiritual death, and which is still manifesting 
itself in a thousand forms for the good of man. Such 
things as these call for deep thankfulness. The Christian 
community which can recount them may appropriate 
the language, " Give ear, my people, to my law ; 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. I will open 
my mouth in a parable. I will utter dark sayings of 
old, which we have heard and known, and our fathers 
have told ns. We will not hide them from their 
children, shewing to the generation to come the praises 
of the Lord, and his strength, and his wonderful works 
that he hath done. For he established a testimony in 
Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he com- 
manded our fathers, that they should make them known 
to their children: that the generation to come might 
know them, even the children which should be bom; 
who should arise and declare them to their children: 
that they might set their hope in God, and not forget 
the works of God, but keep his commandments.'* 
(Ps. Ixxviii 1 — 7.) 

But just in proportion as thankfulness fills the indi- 
vidual heart will the general mind of the community 
feel its expanding power. The revival of God's work 
in this, as in other respects, must begin in the individual. 
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and the comnmnity will take its tone from the majority. 
And if we learn to value for ourselves, by personal part- 
icipation, the blessings of the Gospel of Christ Jesus, 
we are prepared to appreciate the benefit which those 
blessings confer on the community : if we really set up 
onr memorials for saving mercy conferred on ourselves, 
the Divine goodness shown to our nation and our 
church wiU not readily be overlooked. 

It is certainly, then, the duty of the preacher to urge 
the careful recollection of the mercies of God in Christ 
Jesus, and the unworthiness of the greatest of the saints 
to receive the least of the mercies. If this be heeded, 
-doubtless it must tend to the cultivation of the spiritual 
life, and would produce, as a means which the Holy 
Spirit would specially bless, a marked advance in 
spirituality of mind and character. 

There is a day of joy and gladness in this family. 
Friends are met, the kindly wish goes round, every face 
is bright. It is a day of memorial. Some happy anni- 
versary is come round, some noted morning has dawned. 
An event which happened, perhaps, long ago, is recalled 
with special welcome, because of the happiness con- 
nected with it. Or again, here sits a drooping mourner: 
it is the day which saw some loved one taken away ; 
the springs of grief are opened afresh, and the widow 
remembers her husband, the mother her promising son. 
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the father his gentle girl, whose look was sunshine to 
his heart. It is a day of memorial. 

And can there be no counterpart to this in spiritual 
things? No seasons when it is good, yea needful, to 
think more solemnly on matters which should humble 
us, or matters which should make us glad ? 

Many there are who, on looking back, must see some 
special cause for regret ; some grievous fall, some season 
of deadness, some marked departure from the right way. 
Should not you have these in remembi-ance, and be hum- 
bled by them ? But on the other hand and more fully ; 
Israel's memorials were those of joy. What if you are the 
subject of that great change whereby a man passes from 
death unto life ? What if, at some particular season, 
a great increase took place in your spiritual life, and 
things once dwarfish began to assume fair proportions^ 
and growing views of the loveliness and value of Divine 
truth presented themselves ? What if some signal 
deliverance was vouchsafed to you, or to those as dear ta 
you as your own life ? What if, when some great torrent 
of trial gathered all its flood, and rolling on kept 
threatening your peace, its waves were parted and you 
saw your way made clear ? I say, what if such things 
as these have fallen to your lot, oh ! should there be no 
memorials set up ? Some there are who can tell you 
many and striking particulars concerning the conversion 
of their souls; the sermon, the place, the day, the cir- 
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cumstances which roused and then quieted them. It is 
not so with all, perhaps not so with many ; nor is it 
necessary that it should be so at alL There is no neces- 
sity that it should be recorded of every sick man who 
regains his health, as it is of the nobleman's son, 
" yesterday, about the seventh hour, the fever left him." 
The great question is, as regards the body and the soul, 
is there health, is there life, shown by its trust- 
worthy, undoubted signs ? If so, if love to Jesus per- 
vades the heart, if the Word of God is the desired rule of 
life, if the guidance and influence of the Holy Spirit are 
valued more and more, if the world is losing the hold 
which once it had, if the old tastes and feelings are not 
simply dying out through age, or sorrow, or want of 
opportunity, but have been replaced by new ones ; if 
these things be, conversion is there, the renewal has 
taken place. Suppose, however, you can recall the 
the time, the occasion, the circumstances, in connection 
with which God*s gracious work began in your soul, 
may you not well keep a memorial time? "Eemember," 
Moses said to Israel, " remember this day in which ye 
came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage." 
(Elxod. xiiL 3.) At Passover time each godly heart 
reverted to the night " much to be observed unto the 
Lord.** So those of us who can commemorate a similar 
deliverance; with prayer, with self-examination, with holy 
abstinence, with praise, we should keep our memorial day. 
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Some there are, again, who have seen remarkable inter- 
positions of Providence in their behalf, averting danger 
from them, snatching them from the jaws of d.eath, 
restoring some dearly loved relative or friend who was 
all but lost and gone. Perhaps the hurrying, whistling 
shot, or the flashing sword, or the gleaming bayonet has 
missed them by a hair's breadth on the field or in the 
trench ; nay, has carried away a limb, or inflicted a threat- 
ening wound, while life has been spared. Perhaps the 
raging sea was gaping for them, when the Lord on high, 
who is mightier than the waves of the sea, rescued them 
from a threatening deep ; some accident, may be, befel 
them on land by which their lives were in jeopardy, yet 
the peril passed away without serious consequences ; or 
perhaps grievous sickness came, the seeming messenger 
of death, yet recovery has restored them to health and 
strength and unexpected life. Are there no memorials 
for interpositions such as these ? The day, the particular 
period, is known well enough, surely it should be marked 
by special acknowledgment. Well do I remember the 
case of one who long had served God and walked closely 
with Him. Driving leisurely one day, his horse took 
fright, and breaking from all control tore presently down 
a steep hill. There seemed a certainty of hurt, a proba- 
bility of death. But unexpectedly the horse was stopped 
at the foot of the hill, no serious consequence had 
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occurred. Never was that spot passed afterwards with- 
out special thanksgiving, never did that day come round, 
year by year, without a special acknowledgment of 
(Jod's preserving care. The preserved man set up his 
memorial 

Some there are who on looking back remember the 
partings of Jordan, when the deeps of affliction, of anxiety, 
of spiritual depression, checked the peaceful progress of 
their souls. Then with unexpected readiness Jesus 
appeared ; the ark of the covenant went on before ; the 
waters were driven back to make a way for the ransomed 
of the Lord to pass over. Are these to be forgotten ? or 
is it not more fitting that words like those in Isaiah 
IxiiL 7, should express the gratitude of the soul ? " I will 
mention the loving-kindnesses of the Lord, and the 
praises of the Lord, according to all that the Lord hath 
bestowed upon me, and the great goodness which he hath 
bestowed on me according to his mercies." 

But there is one season on which most may look back, 
and in connection with which serious thoughts may well 
arise : I mean the season of Confirmation. How many of 
us can recall the day on which we went forward publicly 
to declare that we would be Christ's faithful soldiers and 
servants to our life's end. It was a solemn day whatever 
we thought of it then, whatever some of us may think 
of it now : solemn in its service, in its words, in its obli- 
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gations, in its responsibilities. Then we gave ourselves 
away, then we professed ourselves to be Christ's, then in 
answer to the enquiry which was made by the Bishop, 
we said, " I do ; I do renew my baptismal vow, I do con- 
firm it in my own person, I do acknowledge myself bound 
to believe and to do what my sponsors promised for me.*' 
Alas ! that such a day, such a service, such confessions, 
such vows, should be forgotten. Happier for us, if the 
returning season saw us renewing our covenant, examin- 
ing ourselves, mourning our shortcomings, seeking mercy 
and grace to help in time of need. Happier, if in this, 
as in all other matters which call for earnest remem- 
brance, we were wont to set up memorials to tell us of 

the loving-kindness of God, and of our return so truly 
due to Him. 

in. I would add a few words to show why it is 

DESIRABLE TO ACT IN THE WAY THAT HAS BEEN POINTEI) 
OUT. 

The obligations of duty would be clear even from 
what has already been advanced. But more may be 
said to show how good it would be thus to commemorate 
what God has done. 

We are prone to look rather at our sorrows than at 
our joys; to brood over trouble rather than to be 
grateful for prosperity. To be with some persons, to 
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hear them complain, to see them fret and chafe, you 
might imagine that nothing but trial was their portion 
that their lot was one of unbroken care, no ray of light 
breaking their gloom, no drop of sweetness mingling in 
their very bitter cup. " Ah ! " will they say, " my days 
are so dark, my trials so great, my circumstances so 
peculiar, it is for me to cry, * See if there be any sorrow 
like unto my sorrow/ " (Lam. i. 12.) Poor complaining 
souls take heed lest you rebuke God. Look on the other 
side. Try to count your mercies. *' My mercies." Yes I 
The help God has given you over and over again ; the 
diflTerence which you may find between your trials which 
are so great, and those of your neighbour which are even 
greater ; the patience and long-suffering with which God 
has borne all your repining, your murmuring, your for- 
getfulness of Him, your doubts and fears and unbelief; 
the grace which has spared you instead of cutting you 
off in sin, and casting you down to hell ; the rich privi- 
leges and means of spiritual good brought to your very 
door and placed within your reach, set by your side from 
time to time, with merciful perseverance and considera- 
tion for your soul. Think of these things ; remember 
them now ; review them, count them — that is, if you can. 
Ah ! were it not for corruption in the heart, for eyes 
blinded by sin, for self-righteousness telling us that we 
are worse off than we deserve to be, there would be 
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more memorials of mercies undeserved, and numerous, 
more of the spirit of David, the man after God's own 
heart, who, notwithstanding all his trials, as he looked 
back on the course by which he had been led, broke 
out not in complaint but in rapture thus, " I will extol 
thee my God, king; and I will bless thy name 
for ever and ever. Every day will I bless thee; and 
I will praise thy name for ever and ever." (Psalm cxlv. 
1,2.) 

Besides, God does not measure good and evil as man 
does. His thoughts and ways are not as ours. We see 
but a part, He sees the whole ; we know but the one step 
we take and hardly that. He scans the whole journey; 
V7e are finite — ah ! how narrow our bound — He is infinite; 
we are foolish. He is all-wise. A thousand imperfections 
v^arp our judgment and hinder our spiritual discernment, 
He, in His glorious perfection, weighs everything in the 
balance of eternal truth and right. What then ? The 
trials may be mercies in disguise; bitter draughts to give 
spiritual tone ; sharp lancings to probe the wound and 
remove corruption ; rough shakings, yet the shakings of a 
friend, to rouse the sluggish sleeper when the fire is raging. 
Yes, brethren, there are not a few who in the deep reality 
of a heaven-taught spiritual experience can say, " Thy 
loving correction shall make me great." " The Lord hath 
chastened me sore, but he hath not given me over unto 
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death." " I know, Lord, that thy judgments are right, 
and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me." 

Let us be well assured, that if we kept these things 
more in remembrance, the spiritual life of the people of 
God would flourish and abound to an extent as yet 
not generally seen. 

There would be more gratitude. Fresh exercises of 
praise would spring from hearts whose thankfuLiess 
would be from time to time more specially revived. 

There would be more hope. As desires after mercies 
might arise, they would not be vague, but accompanied 
by well-grounded expectations based on tho past ex- 
perience of so many mercies remembered. 

There would be more faith. When dark clouds gather 
we should see the light streak where they would ere long 
break, the golden fringe to show that the sun is still 
there. We should feel that these shadows shall be dis- 
sipated as others have been. 

There would be more happiness. Where gratitude and 
hope and faith abide, repining iand doubt can find no 
room. The words of the Apostle would find their full 
application, " Be careful for nothing ; but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. And the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." (PhiL iv. 6, 7.) 
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Let US then set up our memorials till we reach the 
heavenly rest, where ceaseless grateful recollections shall 
help to swell the eternal song of praise. 



V. 

GILGAL. 



" And the cliildreii of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the 
passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains 
of Jericho/' — Josh. v. 10. 



V. 

OILGAL, 

GiLGAL was the spot in which the camp of Israel was 
pitched after the passage of the Jordan. It was distant 
about six miles from that river, and about one and a half 
from Jericho. There does not appear to have been any 
town or settlement at the place before Israel rested 
there ; but to it, as to a convenient place on the plains 
of Jericho, the people were led by the Divine direction. 
GUgal (i. e., rolling) was the name given to it in connec- 
tion with the renewal of the rite of circumcision. " This 
day have I rolled away*the reproach of Egypt from you." 
(Verse 9.) 

This encampment at GUgal was marked by two very 
important transactions. One, already alluded to, was the 
renewal of the rite of circumcision, and the other was the 
celebration of the Passover. 

When God chose Abraham and called him from his 
country, He gave to him, about a year before the birth 
of Isaac, the ordinance of circumcision, as the sign of the 
covenant into which the patriarch and his posterity were 

G 
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taken. That ordinance had been regularly observed 
until the time of the Exodus: "all the people that 
came out were circumcised," (verse 5.) During the 
forty years' sojourn in the wUdemess the rite had been 
neglected, from what cause does not appear; so that 
there was a whole generation, some of whom were grown 
up, whUe others were growing, who had never been out- 
wardly admitted to the covenant which God had made 
with Abraham, as far as the sign was concerned. Now, 
however, there were two great reasons for performing the 
rite; one, that Canaan was the covenant land and 
that those who were to take possession of it must 
fulfil the requirements of the covenant; the other, 
that the Passover was to be celebrated, and, according 
to the original institution, no uncircumcised person could 
eat of it. (See Exod. xii. 48.) 

The ceremony of circumcision being completed, pre- 
paration was next made for observing the great feast 
of the Passover, which was kept as recorded in the 
chapter before us. It is generally supposed that this was 
the third Passover celebrated since the institution of the 
feast. The first was held in Egypt, immediately before 
the departure of Israel; the second at Sinai in the 
following year (Numbers ix. 1, 2) : subsequently to 
which, during the joumeyings in the wilderness, 
the observance of the feast was suspended. The 
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correctness of this opinion may be questioned. It 
is true that the rising generation of Israel was not 
circumcised ; but during the sojournings in the 
wilderness, though the number of those who left 
Egypt was constantly decreasing, there were always 
some who had been admitted to the covenant, and who, 
therefore, would keep the feast. And can we suppose 
that Moses and Aaron, and other godly men among 
them, would have allowed so solemn an injunction of the 
Lord to pass into contempt and neglect to such an extent 
that it should have been observed only once in forty 
years ? N"or does the fact that uncircumcised persons 
might not eat of the Passover really affect the case. 
For although God had expressly said that the uncir- 
cumcised person should be cut off from His people. 
He was, nevertheless, pleased to overlook this strict 
declaration during the journey in the wilderness. 
Why should He then not have relaxed the other 
statute, "no uncircumcised person shall eat of the 
Passover " ? And, surely, the fair inference is that 
Israel would keep up the remembrance of their deliv- 
erance, fresh as they were from Egypt and constantly 
reminded as they were of that deliverance by Moses. 
The passage in the book of Amos (v. 25.) which is 
sometimes quoted to show the disuse of the Passover 
would as easUy prove that Israel offered no worship at 
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all to God during their wilderness sojourn. The conclu- 
sion to which we should come seems to be, that though 
hitherto observed from year to year the Passover was 
now to be kept as an especially solemn season of the dedi- 
cation of the people to God. He brought them out of 
Egypt to lead them into Canaan: what more fitting than 
that, having entered on their inheritance, they should, 
in God's appointed way, ascribe their deliverance and 
preservation as a nation to Him, and celebrate the 
crowning act which He had performed in bringing them 
out of Egypt to establish them as His peculiar and 
redeemed people ? 

Keeping in mind, as we ever must do, the superintend- 
ing providence with which God ordained the affairs and 
regulated the arrangements of Israel, it will be very 
interesting to notice how exactly He timed the cir- 
cumstances of their wanderings to accord with the due 
observance of the Passover. The time spent in the 
wilderness may be thus accounted for: — The people 
reached Sinai in the third month (Exod. xix. 1.) : They 
were encamped round Sinai a year all but ten days 
(Num. x. 11.) : The journey to Kadesh-barnea, from 
which place the twelve spies were sent, occupied eleven 
days (Deut. i. 2.) : From Kadesh-barnea, after their rebel- 
lious refusal to enter Canaan, until they crossed the brook 
Zered, the time was thirty-eight years (Deut. ii. 14.) : In the 
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plains of Moab, on the eastern bank of Jordan, they were 
encamped about nine months. They then'crossed the Jor- 
dan on the tenth day of the first month of the forty-first 
year after leaving Egypt (Josh. iv. 19.); and encamping at 
Gilgal the same night, passed through the covenant rite 
of circumcision without any delay, and so were ready by 
the fourteenth day of the first month at even, the exact 
appointed time, to keep the feast of Passover in their 
own inheritance. 

There are few passages in the history of this people, as 
connected with the land of Canaan, more instructive than 
that which is now before us. For forty years they had 
been looking forward to the possession of the land. For 
nearly twelve months, from the opposite bank of the 
river, they had gazed on the country of promise, and waited 
anxiously for the expiration of the time during which 
they must remain on the farther side. And now they 
were actually in possession ; a mighty host of fighting 
men, weU trained, used to war, but lately victorious 
over the kings of Bashan and Gilead, and ready to go on 
from stage to stage in the conquest of the land. Add to 
this, that, according to all probability, no want of pre- 
paration would exist among the tribes of Canaan. Their 
plans would soon be concerted, their arrangements made, 
their opposition to the new comers resolved on, and 
carried out in every possible way. 
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Now, if Joshua had pursued the course on which other 
generals have acted, he would at once have pushed for- 
ward and tried to strike a decisive blow, while his 
enemies were under the influence of that surprise and 
terror which must have attended the spectacle of so 
great a host invading their land under circumstances 
so peculiar, so miraculous. Or, if he had not adopted 
this course, he would have fortified his camp, and have 
seen that all was secure in the spot where he fixed his 
head-quarters, and to which he would be continually 
returning; the more so, as there was a very large 
number of women and children for whose provision and 
safety steps were necessary. Instead, however, of these 
precautions, instead of any immediate advance, the 
thousands of Israel are halted at Gilgal, and for nearly 
a week are occupied in the observance of purely religious 
ceremonies ; ceremonies, too, one at least of which left 
them completely at the mercy of the Canaanites, had 
they come upon them and attacked them at Gilgal. 
This should be specially noticed. Such conduct is 
remarkable indeed, and admits of but one explanation. 
There was evidently such an operation of the influence 
of God upon the people as made them feel that their 
religious duties were paramount to all other calls and 
considerations ; and that He whom they obeyed and 
glorified in the observance of those duties would keep 
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them safe while the duties were being performed. In 
other words, faith was caUed forth in its simplicity and 
strength by the working of the Holy Ghost, so that we 
may adopt the spirit of the Epistle to the Hebrews, and 
say : " By faith the children of Israel abode in Gilgal, 
while their males were circumcised, and they kept the 
Passover to the Lord." This has been dwelt upon 
because it gives a clear idea of the scene at Gilgal, and 
forms a foundation for subsequent remarks. 

There are some lessons of importance which arise 
from the consideration of this subject, and to which it is 
now time to turn. The interest which ought to be felt 
in reading the word of God is not simply that which is 
awakened by the perusal of records the circumstances of 
which are strikingly peculiar, but that which penetrates 
below the surface, and, realising the everlasting fresh- 
ness of God's truth, whether historical, prophetic, or 
doctrinal, inquires, — ^What is there here for m^, and for 
those around me ; what to direct us and to assist us in 
guiding our lives aright ? 

I. First, then, we clearly learn that attention to 

THE SPECIAL SERVICES WHICH WE OWE TO GOD OUGHT TO 
5TAND BEFORE ALL OTHER CONSIDERATIONS. 

How conspicuously this was ^the case with Israel, in 
the passage of their history under review, we have already 
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seen. I do not mean to say that, in similar cases, the 
commander of a host of men would be called upon to act 
a precisely similar part. The Israelites were under mirac- 
ulous guidance ; they were privileged with extraordinary 
revelations; they were promised that identical land; 
they were, in national respects, very peculiarly situated, 
situated as no nation has been or will be. Outward and 
temporary circumstances must always modify the carry- 
ing out of principles which in themselves may never 
vary. Indeed, what Israel did at one time they would 
not be required to do at another. It is of the principle 
that I speak; that in whatever case we find ourselves, our 
positive duty to God should have the first consideration. 
Unhappily, however, this is by no means the case vnth 
the majority of men. Take the statement as a bare 
theory, and few, if any, will question it. Eeduce the 
statement to practice, try men by its rule, and of how 
many must it be said that they are weighed and found 
wanting. Throughout aU ranks of society the feeling 
pervades that the pressure of business, the demands of 
unexpected emergencies, the anxieties of domestic life,, 
the necessity of circumstances, even the calls and engage- 
ments of social intercourse of a lighter and legitimate 
kind, all in their turn serve to make particular atten- 
tion to eternal and religious matters inconvenient, if not 
impossible. The parable of the marriage supper illus- 
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trates the case exactly. When the invitations had been 
given and all things were ready, and the servants were 
sent to call those who were bidden, they all with one 
consent began to make excuse on the ground that their 
ordinary pursuits required attention. (Luke xiv. 18 — 20.) 
These pursuits were not unlawful in themselves; far from 
it, they were commendable: but they interfered with 
what, under the circumstances, was a higher call than 
any other. 

What is religion ? The question seems a simple one ; 
but, indeed, it is one the true answer to which involves 
a great deal. The term is a most comprehensive one, 
iQcluding all that men should believe and all that men 
should do. A religious person is one whose heart has 
been imbued with Christian truth, and whose affection 
has laid hold on God as revealed in the Scriptures with 
a firm grasp ; a person whose life, regulated increasingly 
by such principles, manifests more and more of the 
beauty of holiness. In religion, then, we come to deal 
with the doctrine and the practice of the Bible. God 
the Father meets us as the source of grace and love and 
mercy, reconciled and reconciling in Christ. God the Son 
appears working out man's redemption, atoning for sin, 
providing the required righteousness, interceding. God 
the Holy Ghost is seen as the mighty Eenewer of the 
heart, the Agent in applying and making effectual the 
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salvation revealed for man's eternal benefit. And as for 
man, religion shows what he is, a sinner; what he 
needs, a Saviour; what he must undergo, an entire 
change of heart ; what he must exercise, faith ; what 
awaits him, judgment ; what shall be his eternal por- 
tion, heaven or hell. 

Thus does this single word EeHgion call up an array of 
subjects, momentous beyond all conception. God and 
man are brought face to face by it ; time and eternity 
are set in due relation and fitting contrast ; a solemn 
appeal is made to the conscience and the heart. It tells 
of what may alarm, and what may soothe. It shows a 
reality of wretchedness, want, guilt and death in which 
men are by nature ; and a reality of joy, perfection, 
righteousness and life in which they may be by grace. 
It appeals to men as immortal beings, urges on them 
the consideration of their immortal interests, and in the 
words of Him, around whom all true religion circles and 
to whom it is intended to lead, charges all thus : " Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness." 

I would ask you, brethren, seriously, should not this 
matter have our first and most solemn consideration ? Is 
there any matter which ought to engage us before this ? 
Yet with some, it proves no subject of real thought, it 
possesses no interest whatever. Their lives may be 
called irreligious lives, not because they are marked with 
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this or that particular course of sin, or evil habit, or 
Tinbecoming indulgence ; but because religion, such as 
described, finds no place in their system of pursuits. 
With others, it is quite a secondary, an inferior matter. 
It has its place in the routine of the day or of the 
week ; but if anything is to yield to pressure, let it be a 
religious duty. Private prayer can be omitted; the 
reading of the Word of God may be passed over ; family 
worship can be dispensed with ; attention at the services 
of the house of God lightly observed ; these may, these 
must, yield rather than the ordinary things of daily 
business and enjoyment, rather than that extra time 
should be redeemed from sleep or leisure, to meet any 
sudden and extraordinary call upon their energies and 
time. What know such persons of the spirit of Have- 
lock, who would rise two hours before the march for the 
study of the Word of God and for prayer ? What feel 
they of the heavenly experience of Brainerd, who when 
obliged to make long and tedious journeys in the wilder- 
ness of North America, would lament over the necessary 
interruption which they caused to his habitual seasons 
of spiritual intercourse with God ? 

But what if we aU realised eternity and eternal things 
as we ought ? What if by the reviving grace of the 
Holy Ghost we could say, " We look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen ? " 
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What if, while doing our duty in that state of life 
to which it has pleased God to call us, we were 
impressed with the fact that ere long we shall be gone, 
and our place know us no more ? What if, with renewed 
and sanctified hearts, we felt more and more the precious- 
ness of Jesus as the dying, risen, interceding Saviour ? 
What if the mind of Christ pervaded our mind, with its 
moulding, elevating, sin-destroying power ; the mind of 
Him who said, " I have glorified thee on the earth, I 
have finished the work that thou gavest me to do"? 
Then, wliile we should carry about with us the savour 
of the knowledge of God everywhere, it would be our 
great care to seek God*s blessing upon everything, to put 
our obligations to Him in the first rank, to live in the 
spirit of theApostle'ssaying, " Hislam, and Him I serve;" 
feeling that, as nothing deserves to take precedence of 
Him, He and His demands should not give place to 
anything. 

II. I may add in connection with the foregoing that 

WE MAY REPOSE IMPLICIT CONFIDENCE IN GOD WHILE 
WALKING IN His WAYS AND AIMING AT HiS GLORY. 

Men are never losers by religion. The man who can 
style himself servant of Christ has a master whose service 
is the guarantee for every possible good. Affairs and 
matters come to be so differently weighed and estimated, 



GILGAL. 93 

when heavenly wisdom is granted for the test, that it is 
no wonder to find men reckoning gains and losses, proba- 
bilities and duties, by a standard the reverse of that 
which they formerly used. What if we had accosted 
the leader of the hosts of Israel when he promulgated 
the order for observing circumcision and the Passover at 
GUgal ? Suppose that we had said, Strike your decisive 
blow ; push on at once ; select your picked men, and 
leave the rest to fortify your position, and to take care 
of the women and children ; go straight up to Jericho. 
Your rite of circumcision will render you defenceless, 
your paschal feast is hardly fitted to such a critical 
position and such unusual circumstances as yours. Sup- 
pose that we had argued with Joshua thus. Would not his 
reply have been, " We can trust God : we know Him. 
He has said, ' I will not fail you, nor forsake you '" ? 

Be assured, the workings of faith are the same always^ 
It has ever one object, God ; ever one ground of confi- 
dence, His truth ; ever one characteristic, trust. Cir- 
cumstances may vary, but God changes not ; and God is 
always the point to which faith turns, as the needle to 
the pole. The bird is away from its nest; but presently 
through sunshine, rain or fog, over the hill, across the 
plain, down from the vault of heaven, it flies to the one 
same spot ; steady, true and sure toward its nest. So 
faith, imder the many circumstances which beset the 
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child of God, enables us when it is in active exercise 
to turn to Him who is always near, always ready, and 
to trust Him for all while we seek His glory. 

Indeed it is because we take so much into our own 
hands and keeping, that we are drawn away from patient 
waiting upon God in the exercise of habitual communion 
with Him. We shrink from trusting Him. Men do not 
believe that they would be more fit for duty to man if 
they thought more of duty to God. They do not consi- 
der that the presence of God, diligently sought after, 
would hallow everything else, and would make the 
ordinary steps of earthly occupation steps up the ascent 
to heaven. They do not, in business, feel that a man 
had better lose a few shillings or a few pounds than lose 
the smile and comfort of the love of Christ Jesus. They 
do not, in pleasure, feel that to all happiness which 
God's blessing does not sanctify we can only apply the 
words of Solomon, " I said of laughter. It is mad, and of 
mirth. What doeth it?" (Eccles. ii. 2.) They foiget that 
" except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that 
buUd it." Oh ! it were well for us all, for us all, if we had 
such faith as wrought in Israel, if we aimed with a more 
single eye at doing the wiU of God from the heart, and 
trusted Him to undertake for us, committing the keeping 
of our souls to Him as to a faithful Creator. 

It really matters not to what risk we are exposed 
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according to human calculation, when engaged for the 
Lord. Whether it be from the more open assaults of those 
who may oppose, or from anticipated reverse and failure 
in any enterprise, or from blame and censure on the part 
of the world ; whether, I say, the risk threaten from one 
or another of these quarters, fear it not if you seek the 
glory of Jesus and aim at doing His will. His love. 
His truth. His grace are pledged to you ; can you not, 
may you not, ought you not to trust Him ? Oh ! many 
have there been who, at the closing hour of life, have 
mourned over their want of confidence, their little faith. 
Never was there one who said, " I trusted to the love of 
Grod too much;" never one who could declare, with eter- 
nity solemnly in view, " It has fared Ul with me because 
the Lord deserted me when I reposed my trust in Him." 
We live in a world of temptations which are constantly 
drawing many aside. To-day serious impressions take 
some hold, you feel the truth of the preacher*s words, 
the force of his appeal; to-morrow the pressure of 
business, the round of duty, the caU of pleasure, the plea 
of self-indulgence, will be renewed; you will be tempted 
to make the great concern of life of inferior importance, 
to shrink from trusting God to provide for you and pro- 
tect your interests while giving Him the service which is 
His due. There are some who will yield too readily to the 
temptation. Without astruggle, perhaps, they will turn and 
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swim with the stream. There are others — are there not ? — 
to whose minds the lessons of this sermon will recur, and 
prompt perhaps a vigorous eflfort to put the lessons into 
practice. Eemember, I beg you, ihe secret of strength 
and of success: " I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that He would grant you to be strength- 
ened with might by His Spirit in the inner man." (Eph. 
iii. 14, 16.) It is the Holy Ghost who will disclose to you 
the immense importance of that religion for which I ask 
the first place in your heart and life: it is the Holy 
Ghost who will convince you more and more by His 
grace of the reality of the Psalmist's experience, " Thou 
Lord never failest them who put their trust in thee." 



VI. 

JEEICHO. 



"And it came to pass at tlie seventh time, wlien tlie priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout ; for the 
Lord hath given you the city." — Josh vi 16. 



VI. 

JEBIOHO. 

After the celebration of those religious ordinances for 
which the Israelites had halted at Gilgal, Joshua took 
an early opportunity of surveying the immediate neigh- 
bourhood. Leaving the camp he approached Jericho, 
with a view to determining the points of attack from 
which success was most likely to result. "While he was 
engaged in the work of inspection a remarkable occur- 
rence took place, closely connected with the siege and 
capture of the city, without considering which it 
would be impossible to understand the principle upon 
which the siege was carried on. The story of this occur- 
rence is given in the fifth chapter, from the thirteenth to 
the fifteenth verse. There can be no question that 
either the sixth chapter of the book should have begun 
with these verses, or that the fifth chapter should have 
been continued to the close of the fifth verse of our 
present sixth chapter ; for the transaction is all one which 
occupies these portions of the fifth and sixth chapters, and 
is the introduction to the account of the mysterious expe- 
dition against Jericho. The whole passage runsthus, "And 
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it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that helifted 
Tip his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man 
over against him with his sword drawn in his hand : and 
Joshua went unto him, and said unto him. Art thou for 
us or for our adversaries ? And he said. Nay ; but as 
captain of the host of the Lord am I now come. And 
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and 
said unto him, What saith my Lord xmto his servant ? 
And the captain of the Lord's host said unto Joshua, 
Loose thy shoe from oJBF thy foot ; for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so. Now Jericho 
was straitly shut up because of the children of Israel : 
none went out, and none came in. And the Lord said 
imto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand, Jericho^ 
and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour. 
And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and 
go round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six 
days. And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven 
trumpets of ram's horns : and the seventh day ye shall 
compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow 
with the trumpets. And it shall come to pass, that 
when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and 
when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people 
shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city 
shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every 
man straight before him." (Josh. v. 13-vi 5.) 

The glorious person who appeared and spoke to Joshua 
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could have been no other than the Son of God in human 
form. On several occasions, during Old Testament times, 
the Eternal Son was pleased thus to manifest Himself, 
in proof of His condescending grace and love, and of His 
special interest in men, and also, no doubt, as a living 
prophetic Eevelation of that Incarnation which, in the 
fulness of time, was to be exhibited as the means of 
working out the redemption of men. It was thus, doubt- 
less, that He had been wont to appear to Adam and Eve, 
** walking in the garden in the cool of the day," and 
thus that He stood in Eden, on the fearful day of the 
fell, cursing the serpent and banishing the man and 
woman from Paradise ; even then alluding to Himself as 
the woman's seed. It was thus that Abraham saw Him 
as one of the three who came to his tent at Mamre, 
when " he stood before the Lord " and pleaded for the 
doomed Sodom and its fellow-cities of the plain. It was 
thus that He came as a man to Jacob, wrestling with 
the patriarch on Penuel, and withholding His name 
while He gave His blessing. Thus did He reveal Him- 
self to Gideon, to Isaiah and to Daniel, as the Deliverer 
of His people, the King seated on the throne of heaven, 
the great Priest-Prophet of His church; and thus it 
was that He stood as a man over against Jericho, with 
His sword drawn in His hand, " the Captain of the host 
of the Lord." That this glorious Being was indeed 
Divine may be readily gathered from the circumstances 
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of the narrative. His very name is full of glory; but 
far more, He accepted the worship which Joshua offered, 
worship expressly refused by created angels. His pre- 
sence made the place holy, and before His presence it 
was needful for Joshua to take his shoes from off his 
feet, as signifying the greatest possible reverence. He 
is expressly called " the Lord," or Jehoyah, (chap, vi 2,) 
and speaks of Himself as the One who gave up the 
Canaanites into the power of Israel. 

The Eternal Son of God, then, having thus vouchsafed 
to appear to Joshua, proceeded to direct him as to the 
course to be pursued in laying siege to Jericho. The 
leader of Israel found what so many of the servants of 
God have also experienced, that when in the path of 
duty, and using the best means in his power, he was not 
left without help and guidance as to the matter in hand. 
All particulars were detailed to him, that the will of God 
might be known and performed. 

These particulars were minutely carried out, as appears 
in the history, (see verses 6-16;) and the success by 
which the whole was consummated is thus recorded, 
" So the people shouted when the priests blew with the 
trumpets : and it came to pass, when the peoj^le heard 
the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with 
a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the 
people went up into the city, every man straight before 
him, and they took the city. And they utterly destroyed 
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all that was in the city, both man and woman, joung 
and old, and ox and sheep and ass, with the edge of the 
sword." 

" There was never," writes Bishop Hall, " so strange a 
siege as this of Jericho. Here was ho mount raised, no 
sword drawn, no engine planted, no pioneers under- 
mining; here were trumpets sounded, but no enemy 
seen ; here were armed men, but no stroke given : they 
must walk and not fight ; seven several days must they 
pace about the walls, which they may not once look 
over, to see what was within. Doubtless these inhabi- 
tants of Jericho made themselves merry with this sight. 
When they had stood six days upon their walls and 
beheld none but a walking enemy ; What, say they, could 
Israel find no walk to breathe them with but about our 
walls ? Have they not travelled enough in their forty 
years' pilgrimage, but they must stretch their limbs in 
this circle? What, do these vain men think Jericho 
wiU be won with looking at ? Or do they only come to 
count how many paces it is about our city ? If this be 
their manner of siege we shall have no great cause to 
fear the sword of IsraeL Wicked men thmk God in jest 
when He is preparing for their judgment. The Almighty 
hath ways and counsels of Hia own, utterly unlike to 
OUTS ; which, because our reason cannot reach, we are 
ready to condemn as foolishness and impossibility. 
With us there is no way to victory but fighting, and the 
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strongest carries the spoil : Grod can give victory to the 
feet, as well as to the hands ; and, when'He will, makes 
weakness no disadvantage. What should we do but 
foUow God through by-ways, and know that He will, in 
spite of nature, lead us to our end ? " 

Let us consider the circumstances of this event as 
calculated 

i. to try the faith of israel. 

ii. to give a pledge that god would fight for 
His people. 

III. To secure all the glory to God. 

IV. To SHOW THAT JUDGMENT WOULD BE SURE TO 
FALL ON THE DEVOTED CANAANITES. 

I. Let US see how the siege of Jericho would prove 
the faith of the people of Israel, 

Their faith had been already signally tried by the 
religious observances at GilgaL While waiting, they 
were called on to learn the truth, " Your strength is to 
sit still." But now even when action commenced, that 
action must be such as was marked by the same prin- 
ciple. To the carnal eye, " the whole looked like nothing 
but child's play, yet was no improper test for trying their 
faith, as it proved their acquiescence in the Divine mes- 
sage, even when they saw in the act itself nothing but 
mere disappointment." (Calvin.) The undertaking, then, 
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must be begun in faith, in simple reliance on the word 
of God : and as begun, so carried on ; for there was every 
probability that the besieged might make a sally on them 
-as they walked about the walls. For seven days, too, must 
the procession continue its strange round, without any 
visible effect ; and on the seventh day repeat it again and 
again, without any warlike demonstration, without a 
show of defiance, without a word of challenge, or a cry 
of confidence. How completely at variance was all this 
with the dictates of so-called reason. Yet if we knew 
what reason really is, we should see that it must always be 
in conformity with the will of God. Some men talk much 
of reason, and reason's powers and prerogatives. They 
httle know what folly marks their words and ways. 
Will you put a boy just beginning to exercise his observ- 
ation to argue with his father who is a man of judgment 
and extensive observation? Will you set a peasant 
whose mind has known no cultivation to question the 
deductions and decisions of the philosopher who has 
searched into space and marked the movements of the 
heavenly bodies and the rules by which those movements 
are governed? How, then, shall what man calls his 
reason cope with the all-pervading, all-comprehensive 
grasp of the Divine mind ? The father will tell his boy 
that such or such is the best course to pursue ; the philo- 
sopher will tell the peasant that he shall see an eclipse 
at such an hour, or find a flaming comet on such anight. 
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If these are wise they will receive the others' words. 
And if man would be really wise let him know that rea- 
son's highest prerogative is so to exercise itseK as to bend 
to the superior judgment of the mind and truth of God. 
The faith, then, of the Israelites was put to a decided 
trial; and it stood the trial. Nor were they disappointed, 
for " by faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they 
were compassed about seven days." (Heb. xi. 30.) Faith 
never has been and never shall be disappointed. It is 
impossible thaft it can be ; for true faith rests on the 
word of God, distinct and sure, and that word cannot 
pass away. But though this is true, let us be on our 
guard against considering any particular expectation or 
desire of our own as the working and exercise of faith. You 
may — men often do — long for some special object ; all 
your hopes are set on it, all your joy seems staked on 
its attainment. This is not necessarily faith. You may 
say, " I have prayed in faith for such or such a thing ; " 
but remember, /aiiJA has only GocPs word on which to rest, 
and therefore for temporal blessings you can look only 
to the general promises of the Lord; such as "No good 
thing will he withhold." But spiritual mercies are 
so distinctly promised, mercies like forgiveness, peace, 
spiritual advancement, assurance, glory, that you may 
lay hold on many and many a specific promise for each 
of these, and in the exercise of faith wrestle for it in 
prevailing prayer, wait for it, look for it, receive it. 
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While, too, we contemplate this striking exercise of 
faith on the part of Israel before the walls of Jericho, 
we are reminded that, the most seemingly insufficient 
means are capable of the most marvellous results, if they 
be means suggested by God, and blessed and prospered 
of Him. In fact this is one of the glories of that faith 
which is the work of the Holy Spirit in the soul, that it 
can content itself with such an instrumentality as the 
world would despise, and make use of it with a success 
which commands astonishment; yet an astonishment 
which does not always give way to admiration, but even 
sometimes provokes opposition and scorn. Look how 
this is illustrated in the very history of Christianity 
itself, from its first rise in Jerusalem. Was there ever 
a more unlikely thing than that twelve men should set 
forth at the bidding of one who had died as a crucified 
malefactor, in order to "turn the world upside down," and 
propagate their strange opinions far and wide, tiU the 
glory of the earth in learning, science, and power, is 
associated with the name of Christianity ? Look at the 
missionary work carried on among the heathen; how the 
labours of men, few and insignificant in the world's eyes, 
have rescued souls from darkness, and reclaimed large 
patches from the heathen waste to bloom as the gardens 
of the Lord. Look how from every rank of society 
persons are gathered out by the simple preaching of 
Christ crucified, broken from prejudice, selfishness, and 
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sin, and turned into willing followers of Jesus Christ. 
They are no elaborate schemes of man's invention which 
bring about all these results ; no Utopian attempts, fair 
on paper and in theory, useless in practice and in the 
stem reality of life ; but the simple Gospel, applied by 
the Holy Ghost, is doing constantly what was done 
before Jericho, bidding men go on in faith, trusting in a 
God-suggested way, and proving that " the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 
stronger than men." (1 Cor. i. 25.) If we proceed as 
God directs, we shall find that though faith will 
be tried, it shall not be disappointed. 

II. The circumstances of this siege formed a pledge 
that God would fight for Israel. 

Jericho was a city of considerable strength. Its situa- 
tion rendered it so ; and, indeed, called for every effort 
on the part of those who were masters of it, to make it, 
if possible, impregnable. It was the key of Palestine 
from the quarter in which Israel was encamped, com- 
manding the way up to Ai and Bethel, and so on to the 
interior of the coimtry. It was this which accounted 
for its being waUed so strongly ; and which explains, 
too, in a sense, what we find in the subsequent history, 
its entire demolition ; for while its destruction was a 
mark of its being accursed by God and of the doom 
hanging over Canaan at large, it was necessary to prevent 
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the re-occupation of it by the enemy, who would thus 
have cut off Joshua's return to the camp at Gilgal. This 
place, then, so important and so well fortified, was 
strictly shut up. The besieged kept themselves within 
the walls, in the strength of which they trusted. In aU 
human probability a long siege would be before the 
Israelites, a siege during which they would be harassed 
by the allies of Jericho, and by any combination which 
the tribes of Canaan might make in the emergency. As 
there was no prospect of taking the city by stratagem or 
storm, a lengthened siege would have been very trying 
and . injurious ; for besides the risk of attack just 
alluded to, where would provisions have been found for 
the besieging army and its immense retinue of women, 
children and animals? Probably, there were not 
many short of two and a half millions of persons besides 
their beasts. 

How conspicuous, then, was this interposition of God 
in their behalf ! We have seen that the comimand to 
besiege Jericho in the manner adopted was a trial to 
their faith ; but, in truth, if we judged aright, we should 
know that trials of faith are a real blessing ; that the 
particular way of faith, however rough and strange, 
however contrary to human judgment, is the best, shall 
I say the only, way in which those who do the will of 
God can walk with safety and success. 

And if this interposition of God was so conspicuous. 
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what was it intended to teach but that the Lord fought 
for His people, and so pledged Himself to fight for them 
throughout the whole campaign ? If Jericho fell, what 
fortress would stand ? If so signal and decisive a blow 
was struck by the Divine hand, what wonders might not 
follow ? K help was granted thus, when it would serve 
conspicuously as an earnest of Kelp in store, there need 
be no care, no anxiety, no doubt, about all requisite 
supply or aid for every coming emergency. Upon 
Jericho they might always look back and read in its 
ruins the promise of Jehovah's might; and as they 
passed and repassed its desolate heaps, going and return- 
ing to and from Gilgal on their expeditions; or as, from 
the camp, those who remained at home from the war 
would look down on its blackened site, aU Israel might 
feel " Our God is with us ; He it is that will fight for us : " 
and prayer and faith would abide among them, the one 
calling for help, the other confident of receiving it. 

How useful it is to bear in mind continually, as we read 
the history of this remarkable people, that it presents to us 
a mirror in which we see reflected the dealings of God 
with His spiritual Israel. Let me, then, just press on 
you in passing, that where the Lord has wrought an 
especial work of mercy in your behalf and for your aid, 
you may take it as a pledge of help ever ready ; and 
may trust Him who has once done gi*eat things for you, 
to do them again as often as the need shall arise. That 
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power which can accomplish all, that love which is 
always fall and active, are pledged to all believers in 
Christ Jesus. Fear not, child of God, in all things we 
are more than conquerors through Jesus who loved us. 

III. Again, the circumstances of the siege would 
conduce to give all the glory to God. 

We shall not forget how conspicuous the Ark was in 
the passage of the Jordan. Let me remind you why. 
Because it was the token of God's presence, the type of 
the Lord Jesus, God's dear and glorious Son. We saw 
how the Ark was the one object singled out on that 
occasion, and how inseparably it was connected with the 
drjdng up of the river. The same feature stands out in 
the history now before us. When the Son of God gave 
His original directions, he said (v. 4) " Seven priests shall 
bear before the Ark seven trumpets of rams' horns." 
These directions were repeated by Joshua, as we read 
in the sixth verse. The Ark, therefore, was con- 
spicuous in the sight of the people. Thus they 
were told, in the most distinct manner, that 
the same power which caused Jordan, to dry up 
was here at work. Thus had they the surest 
ground for expecting success. Thus, when at last the 
walls fell down flat, they would feel that nothing but 
His power, of whom the Ark was the symbol, had 
operated to bring about so signal a result in so signal 



112 JERICHO. 

a manner. Man, all through the business, was the 
merest instrument. The fighting men were singled out, 
and they went armed; but the part which they had to 
play only showed the more clearly that human might 
was in no way taken into account. The very fact that 
the whole amed host of fighting men did nothing, and, 
indeed, were forbidden to do anything, showed that God 
was doing and would do the whole. So, also, when on 
the seventh day the seventh circuit was completed, 
Joshua said unto the people, " Shout, for the Lord 
hath given you the city." Then fell down the wall ; the 
strength of Jericho was prostrate in a moment; the 
courage of the besieged fell with their defences; the 
Israelites went up, " every man straight before him, and 
they took the city;" and the word of God was fulfilled: 
for the Lord had said unto Joshua^ " See, I have given into 
thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty 
men of valour." (Josh. vi. 2.) Nor can we doubt that, 
when all was over, songs of praise went up to God, and 
that with willing hands and hearts full of strange and 
almost overwhelming feelings of exultation, the people 
brought the silver and the gold, and the vessels of brass 
and iron, and put them into the treasury of the Lord, own- 
ing that they were His, for that His hand had won them. 
Oh 1 how good it is to watch the dealings of God, and 
behold Him covering Himself with glory in them all. 
How meet to give Him the praise, and to cry, " Not unto 
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US, not unto us, but unto thy name be glory." Let Him 
have it, for it is His and not man's. There are times 
and occasions when God so interposes that, clearly, man 
is but a cypher ; and while a blind God-dishonouring 
world talks about fortune and luck and the happy turn 
of circumstances, the people of the Lord do not hesitate 
to say, "This is the finger OF God:" "What hath God 
wrought." But not only then should we ascribe the 
honour and glory to Him. The whole course of spiritual 
life, from its first step in grace to its entrance upon the 
great platform of glory, and all its eternal permanence 
in the presence of Jesus in heaven, is intended to be to 
the praise of Him who formed His people for Himself, 
who provides for them, who overcomes their difficulties, 
who drives back their foes, and who, conducting them by 
His Spirit, shall bring them to Himself at last as the full 
portion of their everlasting joy. All around us, even in 
the world whereon the curse has fallen, is praising God. 
The heavens witli their shining orbs tell out His glory ; 
the earth from her unnumbered flowers, from her fields, 
her woods, her rivers, from the songs of her birds, from 
the wondrous instincts of her animals, sends up a har- 
mony of praise; the vast ocean, from its strangely-peopled 
depths, rolls its unceasing voice, making known His 
power and wisdom. Oh ! that man, who surveys the 
heavens, marches over the earth, and skims the seas. 
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learned their one universal lesson, and giving to God 
what He always deserves, and sometimes so specially 
claims, would rejoice to cry, "Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and 
might be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen." 

IV. To touch shortly on the last point for considera- 
tion : The circumstances of this siege would he calculated 
to show that judgment would surely fall upon the guilty 
Canaanites, 

The importance of Jericho was felt by all, and the great 
fact that it had fallen into the hands of the Israelites 
and been destroyed by them, would not long remain 
unknown. Soon the fate of Ai might be expected, and 
the hearts of the people would be ready to sink. We 
know, indeed, how the Gibeonites behaved, and what 
was the general feeling spread throughout the country. 
(See chapter x. 2.) The terrible com^ction forced itself 
upon them that their time was growing shorter, and 
that what had befallen some was but an example of what 
might overtake all. Not that this produced any good 
results. The people hardened their hearts and prepared 
for battle. They were bent on holding out, though 
terror-stricken. And yet, though they fortified them- 
selves, though they gathered their forces for the field, 
though now and then the delay of a few days might 
seem to give some hope of a change in their favour, the 
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tide still ran against them; it was clear that they were 
doomed. 

And is there not enough to disturb the security 
of sinners, and to make them feel afraid of God's judg- 
ment ? Is it not true that " the wrath of God is revealed 
fix)m heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men " ? Yes, when the law of God utters its voice, 
and tells of the penalty which attaches to sin, when the 
truth forces itself upon the conscience, when the reality 
of such sayings as, "Be sure your sin will find you 
out," " How shall we escape if we neglect so great salva- 
tion ? " at all arrest men as they hold on in sin, it is to 
testify that judgment is sure to come. We know that 
men do harden themselves; that they throw off a sense 
of responsibility; that they try to get away from con- 
science by means of those very things which, however 
they may dull conscience for a time, will infallibly 
arouse it to a more terrible extent eventually. But as 
surely as God had detei-mined His wrath against the 
Canaanites, so surely has He declared that it shall fall 
upon the ungodly ; as surely as Jericho felt the might of 
His arm, notwithstanding the delay of the siege and the 
strength of its fortifications, so surely " shall the wicked 
be turned into hell, and all the people that forget God." 

There is, indeed, no more solemn subject for reflection 
than this : that unrepentant sinners go on in their world- 
liness, their trifling, their sensuality, their unbelief, with 
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the promises of God's love inviting them on one hand^ 
and the threats of His wrath warning them on the other. 
It serves to show that the heart is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked^ and that unless the 
power of the renewing Spirit of God is put forth, no- 
tenderness can melt, no force can break, that which God 
Himself has called " the heart of stone." Men will hear 
of the grace of the Lord Jesus, and of that blessedness 
which is the portion of the saints on earth and in heaven, 
and treat it all as a thing of nought. They will listen to 
the recital of those judgments and curses whose dread 
reality will constitute eternal woe, and heed them no 
more than those who feel safe on land heed the 
roarings of the angry sea. And as one marks this fearful 
state of the human heart in its aversion to the favour or 
the anger of God, the statement of God's word is proved by 
the strongest of all arguments, "The carnal mind is enmity 
against God." Oh ! that men might be led to fly from 
the Wrath to come. Oh ! that through the constraining 
grace of the Holy Ghost, the cloud of wrath might be 
seen as threatening to burst, and a refuge be at once 
sought in Jesus ; that conviction of sin and conviction 
of righteousness might follow one another in their 
saving order for many who as yet are unsaved souls. 
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" And Aclian answered Joslma, and said, Indeed I have sinned 
against the Lord God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done : 
When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and 
two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels 
weight, then I coveted them, and took them ; and, behqld, they 
are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under 
it"— Josh, vii 20, 21. 



vn. 

ACHAN. 

Of all the subjects whicli can occupy the thoughts of 
man, few are more solemn— none, indeed, if we dwell 
only upon the terrible element of thought — than sin. 
Its mysterious irruption into our world ; the blight which 
it has cast upon society from the beginning ; the ruin of 
health, of prospects, of joys, of peace, which it has ever 
produced ; the wrath of God which it excites and calls 
into action ; the atonement necessary for its removal, in 
the death of the incarnate God ; the deceitfulness with 
which it creeps into the heart, and impregnates the life ; 
the crushing weight with which its convictions press upon 
some awakened consciences ; the awful result to which 
it will eventually lead, a result thus proclaimed, " The 
wages of sin is death:" — all these are prominent features 
in the great embodiment of terrible truth which stands 
before us in the word Sin. Like so many avenues of 
gloom, they lead us from one central point to issues of 
sorrow and anguish ; and as one moves along the ways 
of meditation thus set open, sin, its power, its conse- 
quences, its desert, its end, meet one at every turn. 
Man naturally makes light of sin in that moral test 
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which he applies to things around. A general theory, 
indeed, is current concerning it, where the Eevelation 
of God's truth has impressed society to some extent, and 
certain outward actions and certain habits of mind have 
become acknowledged as sinful But if we confine our- 
selves to the general opinion as to what sin is, we shall 
find that there is no recognition of it as a taint of universal 
human nature, an individual disease of fatal character, 
a cause of personal guilt before God, a ground of 
deserved personal condemnation. Men do not take the 
views of it which God takes ; do not see it in its extent, 
its enormity, its soul-destroying effects. 

This arises in the main from two causes, each of which 
may be expressed in Scriptural language. "The deceit- 
fulness of sin" is one ; the other is described thus, " The 
heart is deceitful above all things." These, acting and 
re-acting the one upon the other, combine to keep men 
ignorant of the truth in this respect ; until the light of 
the glorious Gospel of Christ shines upon them, and the 
renewing influence of the Holy Ghost gives the faculty 
of seeing spiritual truth in its due proportions. May that 
light and influence be vouchsafed to us while we consider 
the subject which has suggested these opening remarks. 

When Jericho had fallen, the hosts were called upon 
to act the part more of ministers in some solemn dedica- 
tion and sacrifice to God, than of fighting men of war. 
In sacred procession, they had marched about the devoted 
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city, and when the walls fell and the inhabitants of the 
fortress were slain, their oflRce was to gather up the con- 
secrated spoils and carry them to the treasury of the 
house of the Lord. To all outward appearance every- 
thing was duly conducted and properly done, and the 
people at large might feel that God looked down on 
them with favour, beholding their ready submission to 
His will, and accepting the first-fruits of the spoil of 
Canaan as devoted to His glory. 

And now the work of demolition was completed ; the 
first step in a promising career of success and honour 
aad enjoyment had been taken. They must push on. 
The time of quiet waiting was over ; the time of decided 
and vigorous action was come. " And Joshua sent men 
from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-aven, on the east 
side of Bethel, and spake unto them, saying, Go up and 
view the country. And the men went up and viewed 
Ai" (Chap. vii. 2.) They returned and brought such 
a report of Ai that but a small detachment of men was 
sent, some three thousand, as quite sufScient for reducing 
the place. Then came a check, a rout, a slaughter. " There 
went up thither of the people about three thousand men: 
and they fled before the men of Ai. And the men of Ai 
smote of them about thirty and six men : for they chased 
them from before the gate even unto Shebarim, and smote 
them in the going down : wherefore the hearts of the peo- 
ple melted, and became as water." (Chap. viL 4, 5.) 
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The hearts of the Israelites might well sink. Well 
might Joshua become anxious. And yet, would it not 
have been better for him to see whether the cause existed 
in Israel, than to have expostulated with God as though 
He were forgetful of His covenant ? His complaint was 
an unseemly one. "Joshua said, Alas, Lord God, where- 
fore hast thou at all brought this people over Jordan, to 
deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us ? 
would to God we had been content, and dwelt on the other 
side of Jordan." (Chap. vii. 7.) There was a cause, a suffi- 
cient one ; but alas ! men, even the best of men, are always 
too ready to overlook the cause which may be in them- 
selves, and to throw the burthen of blame on the over- 
ruling providence of God, who, because He is a God of 
providence, allows men to feel the consequences of their 
sin, as well as enjoy the results of their care and obedience. 
What was the cause ? "The children of Israel committed 
a trespass in the accursed thing : for Achan, the son of 
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of 
Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the anger of 
the Lord was kindled against the children of Israel." 
(Chap, vii 1.) 

Let us watch him. All are busy; the work of 
destroying Jericho and carrying the spoil to the Israel- 
itish camp at Gilgal is one which occupies much time. 
A general spirit of bustle and hearty employment per- 
vades the number of men, women and children engaged 
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in the work of transportiDg the devoted articles. Among 
such a crowd it is not difficult for one to escape fixed 
observation, especially as he is unsuspected ; and pre- 
sently Achan is drawn aside by the current of his own 
excited desires, and leaves the way of service for the 
path of sin. He sees among the spoils " a goodly 
Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, 
and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight." He covets 
them, he takes them, and, perhaps in the dusk of 
evening and with the connivance of his family, who, 
under all circumstances, appear involved in his guilt, 
secretes them in his tent. No eye of man in all the 
camp beheld him, save those who watched the conceal- 
ment of the things with anxious yet guilty delight : no 
ear has been burthened with the awful secret. There 
was no inventory of the plentiful spoil to cause search for 
the missing goods. Whatever could make sin sweet, 
secresy, success, freedom from risk of discovery, combined 
to put Achan beyond present uneasiness. There is only 
conscience left, and that had been violated and sUenced 
for the time; while its future workings are not — as 
indeed they never are in wilful sin — taken into account. 
How rich he thinks himself, how gladly will he avail 
himself of opportunities of disposing of his acquired for- 
tune. Hidden for the present, the articles from Jericho 
may be eventually shown as articles obtained from some 
other wealthy city, and fairly falling to him as his share 
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of the booty. Such thoughts as these ran through his 
mind. We know they must ; for guilty thoughts are set 
in stereotype for the page of man's guilty heart. The 
language of words varies with every race, and changes 
constantly as nations grow older and ripen and decay; 
the language of thought is one and the same for all 
races and all times; and love, fear, reverence, hatred, 
falsehood, anger, revenge and covetousness work in the 
hearts of men alike everywhere ; worked of old in the 
Israelite as now in the Englishman. 

The check and defeat at Ai have been sustained. All 
Israel is in consternation. Their leader is on his face in 
the dust before God. Then came the Word of God declar- 
ing the cause of the trouble, and making known something, 
though as yet not all, of the di'eadful secret. "The 
Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee up ; wherefore liest thou 
thus upon thy face ? Israel hath sinned, and they have 
also transgressed my covenant which I commanded 
them : for they have even taken of the accursed thing, 
and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have 
put it even among their own stuff. Therefore the 
children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, 
but turned their backs before their enemies, because they 
were accursed; neither will I be with you any more, 
except ye destroy the accursed from among yoo. Up, 
sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against 
to-monow : £or thus saith the Lord God of Israel, There 
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is an accnrsed thing in the midst of thee, Israel : thou 
canst not stand before thine enemies, imtil ye take away 
the accursed thing among you. In the morning therefore 
ye shall be brought according to your tribes : and it shall 
be, that the tribe which the Lord taketh shall come 
according to the families thereof; and the family 
which the Lord shall take shall come by households ; 
and the household which the Lord shall take shall 
come man by man. And it shall be, that he that 
is taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt 
with fire, he and all that he hath: because 
he hath trangressed the covenant of the Lord, and 
because he hath wrought foUy in Israel." (Chap, vii 
10 — 15.) What an announcement to break upon the 
camp ! Many sleepless eyes watch through that eventful 
night ; but the greater part watch because of serious, 
earnest inquiry and wonder ; only a few in one house- 
hold refuse to sleep through dread forebodings of 

to-morrow's disclosure. And when the morning dawns 
many a lip refrains from its meal, but of the many only 

a few, with the sickness of guUt, turn away from food. 
Achan and his household sleep not : they cannot break 
their fast. They have known their last night on earth : 
they have seen the sun rise for the last time. 

With the morning came the solemn casting of the 
lots, for this doubtless was the way in which the trans- 
action was to be brought to its due issue. The names 
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of the tribes being written and thrown into a 'f essel, the 
priest drew forth the tribe of Judah ; then, in a similar 
way, of the families of Judah that of the Zarhites was 
taken ; from among them the branch of Zabdi ; from the 
members of that branch, according to the strict degrees 
of the investigation, Carmi's connections are singled out ; 
and now it comes to an individual selection of the guilty 
person. Oh ! what must have been the feelings of 
unhappy Achan, as the scrip with his name was thrown 
into the urn ; and what his feelings when it was drawn 
fortL He stood now singled out by a direct interposi- 
tion of Providence. All his dreams of success vanished, 
all his cunning over-reached, all bis guilt exposed, all his 
sin detected, he stood before God and the people of Israel 
in the nakedness of shame and woe ; convicted of con- 
science, convicted of God. "And Joshua said unto 
Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord God 
of Israel, and make confession unto him ; and tell me 
now what thou hast done ; hide it not from me. And 
Achan answered Joshua, and said. Indeed I have sinned 
against the Lord God of Israel, and thus and thus have 
I done : When I saw among the spoils a goodly Baby- 
lonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a 
wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted 
them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the 
earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under 
it So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the 
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tent; and, behold, it was hid in his tent, and the 
silver under it. And they took them out of the 
midst of the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, 
and unto all the children of Israel, and laid them 
out before the Lord. And Joshua, and all, Israel 
with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the 
silver, and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and his 
sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and 
his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had : and they 
brought them unto the valley of Achor. And Joshua 
said. Why hast thou troubled us ? The Lord shall 
trouble thee this day. And aU Israel stoned him with 
stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned 
them with stones. And they raised over him a great heap 
of stones unto this day. So the Lord turned from the 
fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that 
place was called, The valley of Achor unto this day." 
(Chap. vii. 19—26.) 

In pursuing the subject under the practical heads 
suggested by the text we wiU notice, 

I. Achan's confession. 

II. The couese of Achan's sin. 

I. AcharCs Confession, " And Achan answered 
Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned against the 
Lord God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done." 
There are several instances recorded in the Scriptures in 
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which these words " I have sinned " have fallen from 
the lips of men. Pharaoh, Balaam, Job, Saxil the kingi 
David, Jtidas, the prodigal, and here Achan, each made 
this confession. From all these the acknowledgment 
came under peculiar circumstances. But how different 
in the several cases was the spirit which actuated the 
acknowledgment. With some it was nothing but the 
cry of terror, the effect of the disclosure of the dreaded 
but hated power of God, the expression of a guilty con- 
science which knew no rest. With the others it was 
the language of genuine sorrow, deep penitence, seK- 
abasement before a holy and injured God. As regards 
Achan, what the working of his heart and soul was at 
the time of his uttering the words, we cannot positively 
determine. We can only hope — oh! what a mercy that 
hope is left us in such cases — ^we can only hope that, 
convicted as he was, he did feel his guilt, and, confessing 
it particularly, did find pardon in the last hour. 

To look at the general truth in this respect: God 
calls for confession of sin. Man is dealt with through- 
out the Scriptures as one who is guilty, one who is 
bound to own his guilt, and cast himself for for- 
giveness on the grace of God in Christ Jesus. And 
to such confession it is that the promises of mercy 
are attached. This confession runs parallel with the 
exercise of faith. Thus it is said " If we confess our sins 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
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deanse us from all tinrighteousness : " "And if any man 
sin we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous." (1 John i 9, iL 1, 2.) And this confes- 
sion, of course, must be not the mere ebulition of a 
momentary feeling, nor the repetition of a formal 
acknowledgment; but it must be the fruit of genuine 
conviction wrought by the Holy Ghost, and be coupled 
with dependence on that sacrifice for sin which Jesus 
made on Calvary. And indeed it is marveUous to see 
how conviction of sin is wrought by Divine grace, and 
how the most opposite natures are brought under the 
influence of the same power and exHbit the same results. 
The old man who has lived in self-righteous satisfaction 
to threescore years and ten ; the girl whose modesty is 
as fresh as the dawn of day ; the child of a few years ; 
these as well as persons who have sinned openly and 
broken through society's restraints are brought to cry 
" God be merciful to me a sinner," and to feel their need 
of the cleansing power of a Saviour's blood. Because 
the Spirit of God has really begun His work within 
them, fresh views of their own character and condition 
break upon them ; and as regards themselves they can 
but say, " Indeed I have sinned against the Lord, and 
thus and thus have I done." 

With how many of us is such confession of sin a 
matter of real experience ? The lip service is com- 

K 
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mon enough. We have oflfered it continually; many 
in word, aU in form, have owned that they are 
"miserable offenders." With how many has the 
heart accompanied the word and given meauing'to the 
form ? Some have never felt their sins; no wonder they 
have never heartily confessed them. Trying themselves 
by their own or the world's standard, instead of by the 
rule of God's Word and truth, they seem fair, or if 
faulty, at least excusable. Some, like Achan, hide their 
guilt. It is not known to men, though it may be great, 
and because so unknown, they think that all is well 
Ah ! let me say to all such, look forward, look forward. 
There is a day coming when the secrets of all hearts 
shall be disclosed ; when all will appear in their true 
colours ; when conviction of sin will be forced on those 
previously unconvinced ; when the open reprobate, the 
cherisher of secret sin, the self-righteous, all alike shall 
cry, but too late, "I have sinned against the Lord." 
How awful are the words, " Be sure your sin will find 
you out : " "Evil shall hunt the wicked person to over- 
throw him." Oh ! that you might now consider your 
ways, and rest in sincere contrition on the precious 
assurance, "Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners." 

II. It remains yet for us to notice the course of AcharHs 
sin, " When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish 
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garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge 
of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and 
took them." 

There is a gradual process marked here. It was 
through the eye that the temptation entered his heart ; 
then came the covetous sense, and this was followed by 
the theft. The look, the wish, the deed, — here was the 
whole history. These were the steps along which he 
passed to his terrible end. Had he turned away his 
eyes from the tempting articles ; or when the longing 
after them ^rose, had he remembered that they were 
devoted to God, and so forbidden to man, he would have 
been saved from sin, from shame, from ruin. But alas ! 
he gave no heed to better thoughts; he allowed his 
covetousness its full range, and it bore him beyond 
recovery, away to misery and woe. 

Here is the history of the fall and ruin of tens of thou- 
sands. Each of them has been " tempted, when drawn 
away of his own lust and enticed. Then when lust hath 
conceived it bringeth forth sin, and sin when it is finished 
bringeth forth death." And so the mournful course is 

run, the mournful tale is told, the mournful history is 
written. Oh ! who can tell how many have fallen as 

Achan fell ; of how many the sad confession would be, 

" I saw, I desired, I yielded to temptation." 

Nor should we overlook the fact that it is through the 

eye that more temptations act than through any other 
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sense. The eye is the main avenue to the heart ; along 
that way the tempter comes with dire success, and makes 
an entry which brings shame, sorrow, wretchedness, even 
death. Thus Eve fell, when she saw the fruit. Thus 
Lot fell, when he looked on the plain of Jordan and saw 
its fertility and suitableness for his herds, then made the 
fatal choice which led him at last to Sodom, and from 
Sodom to the scene of shame at Zoar. Thus Esau fell^ 
when he cast his eyes upon the mess of pottage, and for 
the sake of it despised and sold his birthright. Thus 
David fell, when the great beauty of Uriah's wife led 
him to adultery, deceit and murder. Thus, to be brief, 
has the adversary laid his thousands low, " beating some, 
and killing some." Thus did- he assail the pure and 
blessed Jesus, when he took Him to a high mountain 
and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory. We may be sure that it was not without deep 
and significant meaning that the Lord said " If thy right 
eye offend thee pluck it out." For while the "right 
foot " marks the progress which may be made in the path 
of evU, and the " right hand " the eagerness with which 
we are too prone to lay hold of that which is forbidden, 
the " right eye " is intended to point out to us what it is 
that guides the hand and the foot, what is the source of 
much evU, the beginning of much grief, the entrance 
oftentimes on the downward path of moral degradation 
and spiritual declension and death. Oh ! that we might 
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learn David's prayer, '* Turn off mine eyes firam behold- 
ing vanity." Oh ! that we might heed Solomon's counsel, 
*' Let thine eyes look straight on, and let thine eyelids 
look straight before thee." Oh ! that the resolve of Job 
were ours, " I made a covenant with mine eyes." Oh 1 
that the solemn charge of the Apostle John might ever 
ring in our ears, " If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but of the world." 

A few practical remarks may close this sermon. 

1. It is quite possible, nay more, it is very probable, 
that while speaking in the strain which the subject has 
suggested, I have spoken home to more than one heart 
There are some present, it may be, who have fallen even 
grievously through the force of temptation ; there are 
some who now are pressed by it, and perhaps are on the 
verge of yielding. It is not for me to particularise your 
besetting sins, nor to define your special temptations. 
*' The heart knoweth its own bitterness." It is only for me 
to say to the fallen, there is hope for you that you may rise. 
Let me exhort you to contrition, with full and free con- 
fession, not necessarily to man, but certainly to God. 
Let me earnestly urge on you faith in that most gracious 
Saviour who is now exalted to give repentance and for- 
giveness of sin. It is for me, too, to say to the tempted, 
Beware; watch and pray. Look away, look away; put 
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your fingers into your ears ; cry to the Holy Spirit of 
peace and strength and life to help you, lest you fall ; 
and when the floods of temptation come in strong, and 
the roving eye would lead you into danger, think of 
Achan, his fall, his sin, his detection, his death, and cry 
to the Lord, " Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe.'^ 
Do not make light of sin, do not trifle with what seems 
small and of no consequence ; remember, " he that de- 
spiseth little things shall fall by little and little." 

2. Another reflection is suggested by the circum- 
stances of this solemn history. See how the presence 
of one ofiender brought misery upon the whole camp of 
Israel. So it is with individuals and with Christian 
communities. Oftentimes an Achan troubles their peace, 
spoils their usefulness and checks their progress. Oh ! 
how careful should the members of churches and con- 
gregations be lest they be Achans in the midst of their 
brethren. And if any individual among us mourns over 
backwardness or spiritual declension and sloth, let him 
search for the secret cause. Some root of bitterness has 
been allowed to spring up ; some worm is gnawing at 
the core ; some " dead fly is spoiling the ointment ; *' 
some cherished sin is hindering the blessing. Bring out 
the troubler, resign him to judgment, let the Achan die. 
While he is undetected or fostered, the favour of God 
cannot shine upon you. God will not be with you ex- 
cept you destroy that which is accursed. 
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EBAL AND GEEIZIM : 
THE CUESE AND THE BLESSING. 

"And all Israel, and their elders, and officers, and their judges, 
stood on this side the ark and on that side before the priests the 
Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, as "well 
the stranger, as he that was bom among them ; half of them over 
against mount Gerizim, and half of them over against mount 
Ebal ; as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded before^ 
that they should bless the people of Israel. And afterward he 
read all the words of the law, the blessings and cursings, according 
to all that is written in the book of the law. There was not a 
word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not be* 
fore all the congregation of Israel, with the women, aud the little 
ones, and the strangers that were conversant among them.'' — Josh. 
▼11133-36. 
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EBAL AND GEBIZIM: 
THE GUB8E AND THE BLESSINO, 

When we were considering a previous passage in the 
history of Israel, their ready obedience, in a national 
point of view, to the requirements of God's law, and 
their strict observance of religious duty under circum- 
stances which might seem to excuse it, stood out con- 
spicuously before us. I refer to the circumstances of 
their encampment at Gilgal, as related in chap. v. 
Hushed with recent victories, possessed at length of a 
standing-place in the long-expected land of promise, 
aware of the terror with which the hearts of the 
Canaanites were stricken, they nevertheless halted for 
nearly a week, and devoted themselves to the celebration 
of such religious rites as not only stayed their progress 
for a time, but put the whole people in a position in 
which their enemies, to speak humanly, would find them 
easy of assault and overthrow. Their time, however, of 
inaction was not lost time : and the career in which they 
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proceeded, subsequently to the circumcision and Pass- 
over at Gilgal, showed the truth of God's promises, and 
was a pledge for the performance of Deut. xl 22, 23, 
"If ye shall diligently keep all these commandments 
which I command you, to do them, to love the Lord 
your God, to walk in all his ways, and to cleave unto 
him; Then will the Lord drive out all these nations 
from before you, and ye shall possess greater nations and 
mightier than yourselves." 

Thus, at the very outset of a career of great temporal 
prosperity, God taught this nation a great lesson, one of 
the greatest which men can learn. It was this : that 
men are never losers by religion. It is indeed impossible 
that they can be. For, what is religion? It is the 
cultivation of the highest and best interests of man. If 
religion were merely a thing of books and creeds and 
words and forms ; if it were really that wliich its many 
counterfeits falsely represent it to be, there need be no 
question that time spent upon it would be lost. But 
when it involves the greatest and most real concerns 
for time and eternity — pardon, acceptance, holiness, 
knowledge of the will of God — ^that man must be blind 
to his true weal who fears that he will be a loser by 
giving heed to the things of Jesus Christ, the things 
which accompany salvation. 

A similar case to that of Gilgal is recorded in the 
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passage now before us. After the capture of Ai, the 
people once more stopped in their victorious progress ; 
and the whole nation was gathered together, in order 
that the terms of the covenant of God might be solemnly 
ratified in its blessings and curses. The narrative 
carries us back to the injunctions given in Deut. xi. 
29, 30, and throughout the xxviith. chapter. What had 
been ordained so long beforehand was now carried into 
efiTect. The people marched from Ai to some convenient 
spot lying between the ranges of Ebal and Gerizim. 
There an altar was built, and burnt-ofiferiugs and peace- 
ofiferings presented to God. Stones also, or pillars of 
stone, were set up, and on them were inscribed the words 
of the law ; most probably the words of the ten com- 
mandments, the germ, the substance, the soul, of the 
Mosaic law. In the vale between the two mountains 
was stationed the ark of the covenant ; and close around 
it stood the priests, most likely in two companies, one 
to read the blessings, the other the curses. The great 
mass of the people was likewise divided into two 
bands, (Deut. xxvii. 12, 13.) and it would seem that 
each of these was to take up the Amen to be uttered at 
the close of each benediction and each malediction. The 
people probably stood on some of the lower spurs of the 
two mountains where they approached each other; 
though travellers have been informed that shepherds 
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on the summits of the two hills hold converse between 
themselves without difficulty. 

How solemn, how grand, the scene. The smoking 
altar tells of atonement in its burnt offering, and of a 
merciful Father in its offering of peace : itself an index 
to the curse due to sin, and the blessing sent down on 
the accepted souL The Ark proclaims a present God, 
dwelling in the midst of His people. The silence of the 
lonely hills and valleys is broken only by the short 
sentences which come from the lips of the priestly bands, 
and by the bursting Amen uttered ever and anon by the 
covenanting tribes. Many were the impressive ways in 
which Gk)d ratified His covenant with Israel; none 
surely more impressive than that which Ebal and 
Gerizim witnessed in the early days of the nation's 
entrance upon Canaan. Subsequently to the strictly 
religious ceremony, there was apparently some time 
spent in Joshua's reading aloud whatever of blessing or 
cursing, strictly so called, was found in the law of 
Moses. The two great motives of which man's nature 
most readily feels the force, love and fear, were thus 
brought powerfully to bear upon the hearts of Israel to 
bind them to their God, to strengthen them in their 
allegiance, and to keep them from the idolatry which 
tempted them around and into which they were too 
prone to fall. 
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These blessings and curses wWch were thus promul- 
gated and confirmed suggest to us the consideration of 
the love and the anger of God. We have to do with 
One who has revealed to us the clearest possible informa- 
tion on each of these subjects. Neither is to be over- 
looked. Both enter largely into the scheme of Christian 
truth ; and it is only by marking their due proportion 
and importance that we can savingly, through the Holy 
Spirit's teaching, understand and embrace the things 
which are written for our learning. Alas ! for the man 
who thinks only of the love of God, and persuades liim- 
self that there is no such thing as wrath in the Most 
High, He is going down to meet that wrath, secure, 
deluded, unprepared. Alas ! too, for the man, who 
thinks of God only as an angry Deity, stem and uncom- 
promising, harsh and only delighting in judgment. He 
lives in the torment of an unquiet conscience, or gives 
himself up to recklessness or despair. Let us mark the 
two, as revealed in the divine Word, and we shall see 
how God can be just, and yet the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus ; we shall learn to sing, " mercy and 
truth have met together; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other. 

I. Our THOtJGHTS MAY DWELL FIRST ON THE LOVE OF 

God as displayed in His blessings. 
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As regards the ancient Israel, every blessing Vas 
secured to them under the covenant into which the Lord 
had taken them. True, the blessings were mainly 
expressed in language which applied itself to temporal 
things. A temporal deliverance, a temporal safety, a 
temporal provision, a temporal inheritance, these were 
the things on which the eye of the nation was more 
peculiarly fixed. But these were not all ; these were 
not the main things. Their worship, their law, their 
priesthood, their ordinances, all told of a hidden relation 
existing between them and Jehovah, a relation which had 
Divine grace for its foundation. Divine love for its 
stability, the oath and promise of the Most High for its 
defence, the salvation of souls from among Israel for its 
object, and the eternal glory of God for its ultimate end 
and design. 

This covenant relationship, we have often had occasion 
to remark, was typical. It was a part of God's great dis- 
pensation, under the covenant of grace, by which, while 
teaching Israel, He was preparing the way for a brighter 
exhibition of His love and mercy. It was meant to fore- 
shadow the Gospel, to point to Jesus. 

In the domestic economy of the ancient Greeks and 
Eomans, there were members of the household whose 
name has passed into our word " pedagogues," that is, 
child-leaders ; servants whose business it was to take the 
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children of the family by the hand and lead them to 
school. This custom provided the Apostle Paul with 
that figure which he uses in the third chapter of the 
Epistle to the Galatians and twenty-fourth verse: 
" The law was our schoolmaster (pedagogue) to bring us 
unto Christ." Here our English word "schoolmaster" 
does not express the idea of the originaL For, truly, 
Christ is the schoolmaster to whom we are brought. 
He it is who says, " Learn of me." The law was to 
act the part of the household servant, and to lead the 
hearts of those who were put into its charge to the great 
Teacher, Jesus, in whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. 

If, then, the covenant with IsraeFwas typical as a 
whole, it was certainly so in respect of its blessings. If 
Israel, under the narrower dispensation, enjoyed all 
blessings, much more, imder the wider, shall believers 
enjoy them. Indeed, the language of faith is embodied 
in the glowing words of the eighth chapter of the 
Epistle to the Eomans and the thirty-second verse, 
"He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?'' What can God withhold, when 
in the incarnation, the sufferings, the obedience, the 
death, the glory of His own Son, He has provided such 
a full portion that we can truly say " Christ is aU" ; and 
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in possessing Him can congratulate one another thus 
"All things are ours"? 

What, then, is the spring of all those blessings which 
crown the daily life, the bodily and spiritual life, of every 
child of God ? They originate in love. Mark these 
Scriptures. " God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John iii 
16.) " Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins." (1 John iv. 10.) " The Lord hath appeared 
of old unto me, saying, Tea, I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love : therefore with lovingkindness have I 
drawn thee." (Jer. xxxi. 3.) "I am crucified with 
Christ : nevertheless I live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me : and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me." (Gal. ii. 20.) " Jesus Christ who is the 
faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and 
the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood." 
(Eev. i 5.) " Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it ; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word, that he might present 
it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing ; but that it should be holy 
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and without blemish." (Eph. v. 25-27.) Such words 
serve to show whence rise all those streams which flow 
for the life and peace of the soul. In one infinite source 
they have their origin; in LOVE, eternal love ; in God 
Himself, for God is love. 

Such Scriptures, too, as those quoted above exhibit to 
us not only the source of blessing, but the security of it. 
GU)d must change before He can cease to love His 
people. He loves them irrespectively of their deserts ; 
He loves them of His own pure grace. He loves them 
for the sake of that dear Son to whom He gave them, 
and in whom they stand perfect and accepted. Can God 
change ? Can Jesus change ? Hear the word, " I am 
the Lord, I change not." "Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, to-day and for ever." The rivers which 
run from the everlasting hills water the whole length 
of the believer's course. The same love which grants, 
continues the supply. " The gifts and calling of God 
are without repentance." What He gave at first so 
freely. He will go on to bestow freely, even throughout 
eternity. 

Oh ! what joy there is in being able to trace every 
mercy to the love of God, His love in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. The common, every-day blessings of life are 
doubly sweet when we can look on them as proofs of a 
Father's love, when we can associate them with grace 
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secured and bestowed in Christ, when we sanctify them 
with the Word of God and prayer, when we receive them 
in the spirit of Jacob and that of David combined, " I 
am not worthy of the least of all the mercies which thou 
hast showed unto thy servant." " Bless the Lord, my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits." Then it is that 
each mercy becomes a fresh tie to bind the grateful soul 
to God, and a fresh ground for glad and ready service. 
The bread we eat, the water which quenches our thirst, 
the sleep which refreshes our limbs, the exercises of 
mind and thought, the green fields, the smiling sky 
and sparkling sea, all the comforts and delights which 
each day brings round to cheer and animate and refresh 
the body and the mind, how doubly enjoyable are they 
when the soul uses them as stepping-stones whereby to 
mount in praise and contemplation, higher and higher* 
up to God, the source and giver of them all. 

And if such a zest is given to temporal benefits by this 
spirit wliich enjoys them in the light of God's love, what 
shall be said of spiritual mercies ? Oh ! how exceedingly 
precious will they become when we learn to attribute 
them to their true origin. To what do we owe the many 
good things on which our souls can rest and dwell with 
comfort and advantage ? Love, Divine love, has furnished 
them all ? The Bible which contains the revelation of 
what God has prepared, effected and promised for His 



THE CUKSE AlO) THE BLESSING. 147 

glory and the salvation of His people ; the application of 
the tnUh of the Bible to our hearts for instruction; 
OMess to the throne of grace, and sweet communion 
there with Jesus and the Father through the Spirit ; 
the puUic worship of the sanctuary, and the preaching 
of the Gospel ; loviug intercourse with brethren in Christ ; 
«J1 the outward privileges which so richly surround us, 
and all the inward experiences which, by the grace of the 
Holy Ghost, from time to time give us foretastes of 
heaven; yes, and all the discipline which checks, 
corrects, restrains, and humbles ; to what are all these 
due ? To love, Divine love. They are the means 
which the God of all grace has devised and vouch- 
safed; that God who manifests Himself to His 
believing people even here in the attractiveness of His 
lovingkindness, and who hereafter will grant them to 
abide for ever in the contemplation and adoration of 
His love. 

Brethren in Christ, let us look at our mercies more in 
this light. Come, stand upon Gerizim, and as the cease- 
less record of blessing unrolls itself throughout your 

daily course, lift up your hearts and realise "what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 

that we should be called the sons of God." Love 

gives us this; even the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 



148 EBAL AND GERIZIM : 

n. Let ns now consider how God's anger AGAiNsr 
6iN, AND His hatred of it, are shown by the curses 
WHICH He directed to be pronounced. 

The law was armed with curses. They were the 
penalties attached to transgression. If obedience was 
rendered there was reward ; if disobedience, the curse 
must alight on the disobedient. Such a dispensation 
seemed to know no mercy ; strictly speaking, grace did 
not interpose. The awful sentence which threatened to 
cut off all hope was this : " Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them." What then must become 
of those who are seeking to be justified by the law t 
Many are striving after this kind of justification. Not 
confessedly, indeed. They bear the Christian name, and 
as professing Christians would not own to the charge 
that they are searching after righteousness by their own 
efforts. Yet in truth such is the case with them. It is 
not to Jesus that they are looking, His finished work^ 
His perfection, His complete performance ; but to some- 
thing, perhaps they know not what, in themselves. 
Then, every transgression, every short-coming, exposes 
them to penalties and curses, such as were thundered 
' out from the side of Mount Ebal against transgressing, 
short-coming Israel. Indeed, the curse of a brokqn law 
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is pronounced against ns all by nature ; and the only 
ground of hope on which the soul convinced of this can 
rest is expressed in the words of the Apostle, " Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us." The Gospel has come in as a revelation 
of grace. It tells of a Substitute ; of the law kept by 
that Substitute ; of atonement for transgression made by 
that Substitute ; of righteousness imputed ; of disobedi- 
ence and iniquity remembered no more ; of the rolling 
away of the thunder-clouds, and the bright shining of a 
peaceful heaven. It declares that there is a Gerizim as 
well as an Ebal ; and that the fires of Sinai can be 
quenched in the blood which flowed on Calvary. 

But it would be an error, a fatal error, to suppose that 
no declaration of wrath and justice is made in the GospeL 
True, God has there revealed Himself as abounding 
in grace, and ready to bless even the vilest and most 
abandoned to sin, if they exercise faith in Jesus. But 
the rejection of those offers of His, the continuance in 
alienation and unbelief, only serve to make His anger 
and the execution of His justice the more conspicuous. 
" How can we escape if we neglect so great salvation ? " 
is the question which the Holy Spirit has dictated, and 
which an inspired writer urges on the consideration 
of the negligent. Who that has read the New Testament 
can have failed to notice the solemn words which have 
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been uttered by the Lord Jesus Himself, and by tbose 
whom He sent ; words telling of "condemnation," of the 
" wrath of God," of the " damnation of hell," of " tribula- 
tion and wrath, indignation and anguish," of " everlasting 
destruction," of " the vengeance of eteraal fire," of " the 
fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God " ? What do 
these sayings testify ? They show that sin is exceeding 
sinful, hateful to God, sure to be punished. They tell us 
that " our God is a consuming fire ;" and that "it is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God." 
• There are two distinct curses pronounced in the New 
Testament Scriptures on which it will be instructive to 
dwell for a while. 

One is written in 1 Cor. xvi. 22. " If any man love 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema. 
Maran-atha." How awful are these words. And, indeed, 
when you bear in mind that this, through an inspired 
Apostle, is the express declaration of God the Holy 
Ghost, it is impossible that words can be found more fuU, 
more solemn, more calculated to awaken self-examination, 
and to produce self-condemnation. Imagine the bearing 
which these words have upon any congregation. The eye 
of the heart-searching God goes through the assembly; 
what does it behold? God knows whether or not the af- 
fections of those present are set on the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
'and if they are not, His curse is uttered against them, and 
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when the last word of the sentence, "Maran-atha" — ^"the 
Lotd Cometh" — shall have its fulfilment, when the Son of 
man shall come in His glory, and sever between those 
who love Him and those who love Him not, and put one 
company on His right hand and the other on His left, 
then shall He say to them on His left hand, " Depart 
ye cursed; ye whose life in all its many developements 
and kinds of action never gave any proof of love to me." 
Yes, here is a Gospel curse : " If any man love not the 
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema. Maran-atha." 
Another is found in Gal. i 8, 9. "But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
imto you than that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now 
again. If any man preach any other gospel unto you than 
that ye have received, let him be accursed." God is 
jealous of His truth. His Son, and the truth concerning 
that Son, are very precious, very honourable in His sight. 
If any man love not the one, let him be accursed ; if any 
man, yea, if an angel from heaven, attempt to pervert the 
other, again let him be accursed. To extend the kingdom 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, to bring souls into saving sub- 
jection to Him as their King and Lord, to make known 
His preciousness and grace as a Saviour, to exhibit the 
power of the Holy Ghost in applying the truth of Scrip- 
ture ; for such ends as these, God sent His Son, and 



152 EBAL AKD GERIZIM : 

published the Gospel of His grace. Fearful will be the 
doom of those who persist in opposition to Jesus and in 
perversion of His truth. The curses are distinct against 
them. " If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, 
let him be Anathema. Maran-atha." " Though we, or 
an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any 
man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed." 

Beloved brethren, how solemn is the thought that 
every soul is either under the curse, or in the enjoyment 
of the blessing. As regards each one of us, either the 
gloomy declarations which sweep down like gusts of 
threatening wind from the sides of Mount Ebal are 
still in force; or the sweet sounds of mercy from 
Gerizim's slopes are such as may lead the soul to say^ 
" Lord, though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is 
turned away." On what does it depend whether a bless- 
ing or a curse is your portion ? Just on this, whether 
you are in Christ Jesus or not. As surely as the preacher 
lifts his voice to you, as surely as you sit before him 
listening, so surely if you are a stranger to Jesus are yon 
still under the curse ; so surely, too, if you have believed 
in Him with the heart, are you delivered from the 
curse and made a partaker of the blessing. For it is 
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written, " If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let 
him be accursed ;" and it is written again, " Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ." (EphLS.) 

The closing thoughts and expressions with which a 
subject such as the present may be urged upon those who 
read, group themselves round two verses in which the 
Apostle Paul exhibits the practical application of the 
Oospel message. 

(1.) Speaking to the Corinthians he says, " Elnow- 
ing the terror (or fear) of the Lord we persuade 
men." Paul had deep views of the majesty of God. 
The Holy Spirit showed him what was involved in the 
truth that " we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ." He knew somethins: of what it would be for 
a soul to feel the weight of the curse in that great day ; 
that however careless and secure men may be now, they 
would then find themselves condemned to eternal woe. 
And knowing what an awful thing it would prove to fall 
into the hands of the living God, he persuaded men ; he 
pleaded with them ; he set before them life and death, 
and urged on them the blessedness of choosing life, and 
finding salvation and acceptance now in Jesus. Oh ! 
brethren, when the "terror of the Lord" comes up before 
one, when the sinner's present condemnation is grasped 
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by a minister's heart, when he looks on some of a beloved 
flock and fears for their state now and hereafter, when he 
thinks of the judgment day and of eternal separation 
from those to whom he has ministered, for whom he haa 
prayed, whom he has urged and exhorted, these solemn 
realities so influence him, that he longs for the Holy 
Spirit's power to convince fresh souls of sin, that they 
may feel the curse and be led to Him who delivers 
from it. 

Many, too many, have no experience of deliverance 
from the curse. Have they ever considered what it is to 
be under the wrath of God ? Have they any idea what 
the curse of God must be ? " Who knoweth the power 
of thy wrath ? " Blessed are those souls who learn what 
the Spirit can here teach of the curse, of condemnation, 
of the justice of the Most High God, and who will not 
have their first views of these terrible truths in an un- 
changeable eternity, where knowledge can bring no hope, 
no prospect of deliverance, and where the experience of 
wrath will serve only to increase despair. 

There is another word of St. Paul's, written to the 
Eomans: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by th& 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service." (Eom. xii. 1.) What an appeal ! 
Believer, do you feel its force ? Look back ; reflect upon 
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the past. Goodness and mercy, how have they marked 
your path. Goodness and mercy shall follow yon all the 
days of your life. Oh ! what mercies ; especially what 
spiritnal mercies. Think of them. Ignorance removed; 
darkness enlightened ; self-will curbed, if not subdued j 
the gift of the Holy Ghost ; cleansing through the blood 
of Jesus ; acceptance, a good hope, exceeding great and 
precious promises, faith to receive them and appropriate 
them in Christ. Think of these. They are seeds, the 
growth of which will develope into eternal glory. They 
are pledges of unspeakable joys. They are beginnings of 
grace which knows no check, no decrease, no end. They 
are proofs that God, the Father, the Son, the Spirit, 
the Eternal Lord God, has set on you a love which is 
inexhaustible. " I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reas- 
onable service " Oh ! that the language of every heart 
might be : Lord, Thy mercies, like links of love, bind 
me, body, soul and spirit, to Thee. Guide and I wiU 
follow ; speak and I will hear; teach and I will learn; 
direct and I will obey ; warn and I wiU watcL Thou 
art Love, and hast loved me ; I would that grateful love 
to Thee should be the constraining principle of my life 
in time and in eternity. 
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Let me ask, then, which is your portion, the curse or 
the blessing ? Under which do you stand now, the 
frown of God's wrath, or the smile of His love ? Does 
God speak to you from Ebal or from Geiizim ? Think 
and answer to your conscience and before your God. 



IX. 
THE GIBEONITES. 

" And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at 
the mouth of the Lord. And Joshua made peace with them, and 
made a league with them, to let them live : and the princes of the 
congregation sware unto them. And it came to pass at the end of 
three days after they had made a league with them, that they 
heard that they were their neighbours, and that they dwelt among 
them." — Josh. ix. 14-16. 



IX. 



THE GIBEONITES. 

The great success which attended the progress of Israel 
had the eflfect of stirring up the different tribes of Canaan 
to a decided and vigorous opposition. As separate cities 
had no power to stand against them, a league was formed. 
"It came to pass, when all the kings which were on 
this side Jordan, in the hills, and in the valleys, and in 
all the coasts of the great sea over against Lebanon, the 
Hittite, and the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizite, the 
Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard thereof; that they 
gathered themselves together, to fight with Joshua and 
with Israel, with one accord." 

There was, however, one exception. The inhabitants 
of Gibeon adopted a different course ; and working from 
a different policy, carried out a plan which seemed more 
likely to bring safety, and which in a measure was suc- 
cessful The term " inhabitants of Gibeon " is used to 
describe the citizens of a community, embracing several 
cities, (see verse 17.) These took their general name , 
from the leading town. They appear to have been con- 
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stituted on republican principles, for there is no mention 
of a king, but of elders, (see verse 11,) and throughout 
the history in this and the next chapter, no allusion 
is made to any particular head, but to "the men of 
Gibeon." 

These men sent an embassy with the object of securing 
peace and safety before Israel should reach their neigh- 
bourhood, and strike a blow which would involve them 
in the common ruin. The ambassadors came with false 
representations, and with all that could forward their 
falsehood ; their food mouldy, their clothes and shoes old 
and worn, their wine-skins rent and dry. All this was 
to support their assertion that they came from a far 
country. They declared that they had heard of some 
of the wonders wrought by IsiaeFs God, (see verses 
9 and 10 ;) but you will notice that while they speak of 
what had been in Egypt and across the Jordan, they said 
not a word about the later successes, such as the passage 
of the Jordan, and the taking of Jericho and Ai. These 
events had too lately happened for these ambassadors to 
allude to them if they expected to keep up the delusion 
which they were practising on Joshua. 

Feigning their own expectation that Israel's conquests 
would spread even to their own distant land, they desired 
to be prepai^ed. After some inquiries and explanations 
the representations of the Gibeonites were received as 
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satisfactory. Joshua entered into a league with the 
ambassadors ; and the compact was solemnly ratified by 
all the princes pf the congregation of Israel. 

In conducting these negotiations, however, there was 
one great omission on the part of the Israelites: " they 
asked not counsel at the mouth of the Lord." Provision 
had been made by God against every emergency, and the 
mode of using that provision pointed out: " The priest 
shall ask counsel after the jiidgmejit of Urim before the 
Lord." (Xum. xxviL 21.) There was no necessity for 
error. It might at once have been avoided. Had they in 
so great a matter adopted the course which had been 
prescribed; had Joshua referred it to the High Priest, 
and had he brought the matter before God, an answer 
would have been returned which would have been the 
safeguard of Israel from aU possiblity of mistake. But 
they asked not counsel, and they went wrong. 

The fraud of the Gibeonites succeeded, and the embassy 
departed. Yet, surely, they must have had their mis- 
givings, and nothing but the hope that the oath would be 
respected by Joshua, even when the cheat was discovered, 
could have served to calm the anxieties which they must 
have felt. And very soon they were in circumstances 
to test the fidelity of Joshua ; very soon their falsehood 
was exposed: for "it came to pass at the end of three days 
after they had made a league with them, that they heard 
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that they were their neighbours, and that they dwelt 
among them." (Josh. ix. 16.) The people at large 
naturally wished to destroy them. There was a double 
reason. They were among the devoted inhabitants of 
the land ; they had, moreover, shamefully deceived 
Joshua and his followers. But there had been a pledge 
given, an oath taken. They were, therefore, spared, but 
spared for perpetual disgrace and bondage. Their lie 
was kept in remembrance through all generations. 
"All the princes said unto all the congregation. We 
have sworn unto them by the Lord God of Israel : now 
therefore we may not touch them. This we will do to 
them; we wiU even let them live, lest wrath be upon us, 
because of the oath which we sware unto them. And 
the princes said unto them. Let them live ; but let them 
be hewers of wood and drawers of water unto all the con- 
gregation ; as the princes had promised them. Aud 
Joshua called for them, and he spake unto them, saying, 
Wherefore have ye beguiled us, saying, We are very far 
from you; when ye dwell among us ? Now therefore ye 
are cursed, and there shall none of you be freed from 
being bondmen, and hewers of wood and drawers of 
water for the house of my God." (Josh. ix. 19 — 23.) 
They thus became the original band of those servants of 
the tabernacle and the temple who were afterwards called 
Nethinim, a name signifying those given, devoted, dedi- 
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cated, to the service of the sanctuary and the attendance 
of the Levites. (See 1 Chron. ix. 2. Ezra ii 43, 
Neh. iii. 26.) 

An instance somewhat similar to this is presented in 
the case of Eahab. She sought for peace and mercy at 
the hands of IsraeL She made a covenant with the spies. 
But there are important points of difference between 
the two cases. Though there was a similar knowledge on 
her part and on theirs — for both declared they had heard 
what God had done, and that He would give the land of 
Canaan to the people of Israel — yet her feeling, her con- 
duct, her portion, how different from theirs. She was, 
evidently, impressed with a deep sense of the majesty 
and greatness of God ; they were actuated only by worldly 
prudence. She behaved with all consideration towards 
the spies, showed them all favour, perilled her life in their 
behalf; the Gibeonites worked wilily, and aimed only at 
deceiving Israel by way of securing themselves. Eahab 
afterwards dwelt in Israel, admitted to privileges, most 
probably joined in marriage to one of the nobles of the 
congregation. The Gibeonites dwelt also in Israel, but 
they were doomed to perpetual slavery; safe, indeed, 
because of the oath of the princes, but not safe, as Bahab 
was, because of gratitude and regard. 

From the circumstances of the history the course of 
which has thus been traced, there are some important 
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lessons to be drawn. It serves to illustrate two or 
three truths of which the application is ever fresh, of 
which the force should always be felt, acknowledged,, 
and obeyed. 

I. Fbaud may be successful, but it will 

EVENTUALLY BE DISCOVEBED. 

We have seen how thoroughly successful was the fraud 
of the Gibeonites. The complication of lies seemed to 
answer its end most completely. All told, nothing 
seemed wanting. But three short days exposed the 
falsehood, and though to-day's present success attended 
them, the future consequence marked them as liars. 

So men practise frauds on each other and the commu- 
nity. They make all their plans and arrangements. 
They work wilily. They flatter themselves on their 
cleverness, and laugh in their sleeves, perhaps, at the 
credulity of those on whom they impose. Then, when 
all seems promising and fair, and partial success has made 
them bold, disclosure faUs on them like a thunderbolt. 
Their wickedness returns on their head. God takes them 
in their own craftiness, and disgrace and punishment 
foUow. 

The history of years not long gone by has made us 
familiar with instances of this kind. Gigantic frauds, 
conceived and produced with the most consummate 
skill, have grown and assumed surprising dimensions. 
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Talented schemers have spent their talents in concocting 
lies, in prgpagating deceit, in inventing and canying out 
elaborate plans of robbery. Yet how marvellously has 
detection pounced upon them, and shown that " though 
hand join in hand the wicked shall not go unpunished.'* 
But though these special frauds have marked our age, 
and disclosure in one shape or another has revealed them 
with circumstances of special interest ; yet there always 
has been and always will be this species of villany, and 
there always has been and always will be discovery. 
And, doubtless, now there are instances as grievous as 
any, which time will expose as it rolls on, bringing dark 
things to light, and startling iniquity by the flashes of an 
earthly justice which tells of a heavenly retribution yet 
to be expected. 

Oh! if these words meet the eyesof any who are pursuing 
a course of fraud and deceit, let me urge on them to con- 
sider the word of God's truth, " Be sure your sin will find 
you out." Lying and hypocrisy always defeat them- 
selves in the long run. They bring success, it may be, 
for a time, and no wonder. They are the engines of the 
Prince of this world ; the means by which he would'-ruin 
the souls of those who practise them, and cause misery 
and trouble to all around. What wonder, then, if he 
encourages men to use them by making them successful 
through their use ? It may be that deceivers are pros- 
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perous, growing rich, escaping trouble: at least they think 
so, according to their estimate of prosperity, wealthy 
or discomfort; but theirs is not prosperity. " The rust of 
their riches shall be a witness against them, and shall eat 
their flesh as it were fire ; " trouble looms in the dis- 
tance, gathering like a water-spout, to burst and over- 
whelm them in its desolating flood. 

Or do I address any who are tempted to enter on a 
system of fraud, however small or trifling it may seem ? 
Let the warning reach you. Stop and consider. Do not 
be deluded by the idea of concealment, the almost impos- 
sibility of detection, the probability of success. These 
are snares which Satan sets that he may the more readily 
entrap you. The success of falsehood can be only tem- 
porary. Honesty is, indeed, the best policy ; the best 
for your reputation; the best for your comfort; the best 
for your true success. For even if falsehood and deceit 
be undetected here ; even if the cheat dies esteemed 
an honest man, and the liar goes down to his grave 
accounted true; there is a day coming when all secrets 
shall be disclosed, and when it will be owned on all 
hands, "Verily, there is a God who judgeth the earth." 

II. Learn to ask counsel of God if yoxj would go 

SAFELY. 

The Israelites failed to do this. In consequence of 
their neglect they were deceived. 
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We know not what will follow on a seemingly unim- 
portant step. Events are not left to chance, but every- 
thing is, in one sense or another, some link in a long 
chain of providences. It is a great mystery how God 
over-rules the errors and sins of men, and makes them 
subserve His purpose. But it is not for us to conclude 
that God will over-rule, and that, therefore, we may be 
negligent. Our duty is to seek His glory in all things ; 
and if we would compass His glory we must ask for 
His guidance. 

Man is liable to error. We shall all admit it. So 
little do we know of the future — ^absolutely nothing 
indeed — that it is impossible to guard ourselves 
against mistakes. With the, so-called, best intentions, 
with apparently the most earnest wishes to do right, we 
are constantly failing, constantly doing wrong. 

And yet the believer need not go wrong. There is no 
obligation on him to compel him to this ; no necessity 
which, with fatal pressure, urges him on in a course of 
error. When we come to read the Scriptures and see the 
provision which God has made for the good of His 
people, we find that He has promised counsel and 
guidance, as well as support and protection. Often have 
we had occasion to notice the typical character of His 
dealings with Israel ; and did He not guide them with 
a pillar of cloud and of fire ? (Comp. Deut. i. 30 — 33.) 
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Hear the prayer of Psalm cxliii. 8. " Cause me to know 
the way wherein I should walk ; for I lift up my soul 
unto thee :" and the promise of Psalm xxxiL 8. "I will 
instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt 
go : I will guide thee with mine eye : " and the injunc- 
tion and assurance of Proverbs iii. 5, 6. " Tnist in the 
Lord with all thine heart ; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths." And what can we con- 
clude, from these and similar passages, but that if 
we more frequently and more earnestly offered the 
prayer, and if we more constantly obeyed the injunc- 
tion, we should more frequently see the fulfilment of 
the promise. But, alas! there is too much reason to 
apply to ourselves the reproach of Moses against Isrfiel, 
"In this thing ye did not believe the Lord your God." 
(Deut. i. 32.) 

How often have we all reason to deplore a false step ! 
How common is the regret. Oh ! if I had but acted dif- 
ferently. It is no marvel that it should be so with the 
world. Living away from God, careless of His truths, 
regardless of His will, it cannot be supposed that His 
guidance is sought, for it is not valued. But should it 
be so common as it is with the children of God, with 
those who are guided by His Spirit? Would it be so if 
we bore in mind that in all things it becomes us to ask for 



THE GIBEONITES. 169 

direction, to say, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? " 
Xet me urge this upon you. Is it not written, " Whatsoever 
ye do do all to the glory of God" ? In everything to which 
as true Christians we are lawfully called, we may glorify 
Him, we ought to glorify Him. In everything, remember. 
But we shall feel that, poor and sinful as our old nature 
is, we cannot glorify God without the help of His grace. 
We cannot think and act aright without His help. We 
need, then, grace in everything, in whatsoever we do, if 
we are to glorify God in it. But, surely, if we need 
grace we must ask for it ; if we require direction we 
must apply to Him ; if any of us lack wisdom let him 
ask of God. Yes, had we only that rule of the Apostle 
always before us, then should we always ask counsel at 
the mouth of the Lord; and so pogsess a guaiantee for safe 
■conduct in whatever path we have to tread. 

Eemember, I beseech you, there is One who will guide 
and give counsel. As surely as Israel could, by their 
leader Joshua, apply to God through the high priest, 
and expect an answer after the judgment of Urim before 
the Lord, so surely may the people of God cast them- 
selves for constant direction on their covenant Jehovah, 
through their Great High Priest, Christ Jesus. Is not 
God their Father ? Is not Jesus their Saviour, their 
Shepherd to go before His sheep, their Captain to lead 
His soldiers, their Head to influence and control the 
members of His body ? Is not the Spirit given to guide 



170 THE GIBEONITES. 

them into all truth ? With such guidance promised an 
assured, and with the God who guides ruling the worl 
need the people of the Most High go wrong ? Cannot grac 
restrain nature ? Cannot wisdom and judgment su 
cient be imparted ? May they not expect to hear, " th-^^ 
is the way, walk ye in it," if not with the bodily ear, y^^ 
with the ear of faith ; if not by an audible voice, yet by 
the mighty influence of the Holy Spirit, acting on the 
conscience, enlightening the understanding ? Assuredly 
they may. Of this matter, as of others, the Apostle 
James says truly, "ye have not because ye ask not; ye 
ask and receive not because ye ask amiss." In important 
matters, when things are evidently too great for us, or in 
enterprises which seem fraught with serious conse- 
quences, we turn to God and ask H^s counsel; though even 
in such cases many must be conscious of failing to seek 
help. But what shall be said of the smaller matters of 
life ? How commonly are they taken up and dispatched 
without considering that in them we depend on God, 
that by them we may glorify or dishonour Him. We 
call them trifles, but they are not guch; nor should we 
think them such if we saw them as links in the great 
chain, if we reflected what they involve, and what may 
spring from them. " My life has hinged on so-called 
trifles," said one who had learned to notice the workings 
of Providence. Yes, indeed ; the little seed generates a 
spreading tree, the bubbling spring grows to a flowing 
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xiver ; and that child of God must be forgetful of his 
duty, as well as of his privilege, who thinks anything 
too trifling to lay before his Father. You see the child 
walking on the hill ? The path is slippery and narrow 
and steep. A fall seems always to threaten. But his 
father is with him, and unconsciously the little hand is 
stretched out, and he cries, Father hold my hand ; the 
path is steep ; I do not like to go alone. Oh ! 'tis just 
so that we should feel and that we should act. The 
pilgrimage of life is full of dangers ; its path is more 
beset with risks than we know or think Happy child 
of God who cries, "Hold thou me up and I shall be 
safe ;" and who longs and prays to go on with this as his 
safe directory of travel : " In aU " — ^in all — " thy ways 
acknowledge him and he shall direct thy paths." 

III. A few words may be added on another point which 
the history before us seems to suggest. Let me put it 
in the words of St. Paul to the Ephesians (v. 11.) " Have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness." 

None of the Canaanites were to be taken into friendly 
fellowship by Israel. According to the strict letter of 
the commands given by God they were to be extirpated. 
(Deut. XX. 16-18.) The Gibeonites were spared, but not 

I 

admitted to equality, (verse 23.) 

Now, there is a double type to be observed in the 
connection of Israel with Canaan. That land typified 
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either heaven as the final rest of glory, or the rest acz: 
faith into which the believer is brought here on eart"3 
In some respects the latter view of the type is very dL 4 
tinct, especially as regards the conflict which went czzd: 
after the entrance upon Canaan. The Canaanites wL-fci 
their chariots harassed Israel and fought. There coiLHaf 
be no agreement. They must be at continual war 
against the inhabitants generally, and Gibeon, thougi 
spared, must be captive. A clear and decided difference 
was to be perpetuated between Israel and Canaan. 

What may we learn ? Clearly this : that there must 
be no fellowship between the children of God, the 
spiritual Israel, and the lusts, the ways, the enjoyments 
of the world and the flesh. These are the Canaanites 
against whom war is to be carried on ; they must be 
subdued, and kept under by the gracious help of the 
Holy Ghost. And if we are taus:ht to look on them as 
God does, if the mind of Christ is more and more formed 
in us with regard to them, we must, as children of the 
light, shun them as those works of darkness from which 
we have been delivered and against which we are ever 
to watch. So when temptations, suggestions, invitations 
to evil present themselves, it will be for all who are 
really followers of Jesus to say, I must not yield, I must 
not join, I must not cast in my lot. I must keep myself 
from idols : I must not be conformed to this world : if 
I live in the Spirit I must also walk in the Spirit. 



X. 

THE PEOSTEATE KINGS. 

"And it came to pass, when they brought out those kings unto 
Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said unto 
the captains of the men of war which went with him, Come near, 
put your feet upon the necks of these kings. And they came near, 
and put their feet upon the necks of them. And Joshua said unto 
them, Fear not, nor be dismayed, be strong and of good courage : 
for thus shall the Lord do to all your enemies against whom ye 
fight"— Josh. X. 24, 25. 



TEE PB08TBATE KINGS. 

At the close of the last sermon allusion was briefly made 
to the feeling which must exist in the believer's heart 
as regards tlie enjoyments and ways of the worid and 
the flesh. It is impossible that there can be any peace 
between them and the souL The Holy Spirit teaches 
the child of God to look on them as dangerous to his 
spirituality and his peace, as well as dishonouring to the 
Lord. The verses now before us present a most inter- 
esting typical representation of this truth. The Canaan- 
itish tings, subdued, abased, and captive ; the leader of 
Israel completing the conquest of his followers over 
them ; the captains setting their feet on the necks of the 
once powerful, but now prostrate, foes : — what is there 
here but a most valuable lesson, calculated to instruct, 
assure, and establish the people of God in all ages, as 
regards a corresponding spiritual experience ? 

This is the leading matter with which our minds are 
now to be occupied. But let me preface what is to be 
said on this subject by referring briefly to the miraculous 
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portion of the history connected with the capture of the 
kings. 

A league, in all probability the same, or part of the 
same, as that noticed in chap. ix. 1, 2, was formed among 
the Canaanites ; and the chiefs who had entered into it 
purposed to direct their attack on Gibeon. News of 
this came to Joshua ; and true to their pledge given to 
the Gibeonites the Israelites marched to their succour. 
On the way to Gibeon Joshua received from God an 
intimation that their success was sure. (ver. 8.) This is 
no doubt stated to prepare in a measure for the miracul- 
ous interposition. When the armies joined battle, the 
Canaanites were routed ; and as they fled the Lord began 
to interfere miraculously by a severe storm, (ver. 11.) 
But there was to be a still greater miracle ; and He who 
was about to work it in favour of His people prepared 
the heart of the leader to supplicate for its performance. 
This is no doubt the meaning of the words in ver. 12. 
" Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day when the 
Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of 
Israel." This, you see, is distinct from what is added, 
" and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still 
upon Gibeon ; and thou. Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.** 
The result of this prayer and this inspired address to the 
sun and moon is best given in the words of the record it- 
self, verses. 13,14. " And the sun stood still, and the moon 
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stayed^ until the people had avenged themselves npon 
their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? 
So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted 
not to go down about a whole day. And there was no 
day like that before it or after it, that the Lord hearkened 
unto the voice of a man : for the Lord fought for IsraeL" 
This passage of sacred history has been a mark at 
which all have aimed who have been disposed to caU in 
question the authority. of the Scriptures. Those who 
deny the inspiration of the Bible bring forward this 
statement as one of the strong arguments of their posi- 
tion. It is impossible, they say, that the writer of this 
account could have been inspired by God, for he asserts 
what is scientifically untrue : he says that the sun stood 
still, whereas, supposing the account to be true, it would 
have been the earth which stood stilL God could not 

4 

f 

have taught the writer of the history to aissert so great 
an untruth. Then, the denier of miracles also comes 
forward and declares that had such an event taken place 
as that described at the end of the 13th verse, the whole 
course of nature would have been so thoroughly disturbed 
that the contending armies, and all besides that was upon 
the surface of the earth, would have been swept away 
like chaff before the wind. 

Neither of these objections, however, has truth upon 
its side. As regards the inspiration of the passage. 
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What is inspiration ? It is an influence of the Holy 
Ghost moving and fitting men to record and publish 
certain facts and statements. These are recorded and 
published with one special view ; to make known and 
illustrate the will and doing of God as regards man. 
Are we to expect scientific accuracy of language under 
such circumstances ? Besides, the writer of the passage 
had only the general knowledge of astronomy current at 
the time. This knowledge did not embrace the fact that 
the earth moved and the sun was stationary. Was God 
to reveal this one great fact in astronomy to the writer ? 
And then was the writer to tell men what they had 
never heard, and could not receive, considering the state 
of scientific knowledge at that time ? Such questions 
can only have replies which establish the propriety of 
the language used. The man who wrote recorded what 
was the fact according to his observation ; and those who 
read would understand the writing according to the in- 
formation which was commonly possessed. 

Then as regards the miracle itself. There have been 
many attempts at explaining it; some very elaborate. 
But wlio can explain a miracle i Who can tell more 
about one miracle than another ? All you can say of it 
is, that it is a miracle. We can only take is as it stands. 
And since nothing can be impossible with God, He who 
formed the sun and the earth, and put them in their 
relationship of motion and attraction, can, for His gloiy 
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and the carrying out of His purposes, stay the motion of 
the one; and so overrule the temporary alteration of 
relationship as to prevent disorder and ruin. It was not 
harder for God to stay the movements of the heavenly 
bodies, and prevent confusion from their being stayed, 
than it was for Him to make them and put them in their 
orbits. All attempts at explaining this, or any, miracle 
can but fail, and make that seem open to the assaults of 
unbelief which is, in fact, impregnable. " The Lord 
fought for Israel :" that is the key to the whole transac- 
tion. He signalised His fighting and His victory by the 
miracles so simply recorded. 

It seemed necessary to say thus much, as the passage 
is one which has caused difficulty, and given occasion 
to much specious, but. unsound, objection. 

We will now pass onwards and consider the spiritual 
lessons which the result of the victory obtained at Beth- 
horon may serve to teach us. The miracle which God had 
wrought brought about the signal defeat of the enemies 
who had gathered against His people. The kings of the 
Canaanites fled and hid themselves: but the Divine ven- 
geance followed them ; and after the rout of their hosts 
was completed, they themselves were taken and put to 
death. Before this, however, they were humbled in the 
sight of Israel ; and the captains were bidden by Joshua 
to put their feet on the necks of their foes. Thus their 
thorough subjection was pointed out; and the people of 
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God were distinguished as triumphing over all opposi- 
tion, even the most formidable. It is from this that our 
lessons must be drawn. They are two. 

I. No OPPOSITION IS so GREAT, NO ENEMIES SO 
BOGHTY, BUT THE FOLLOWERS OF THE LORD JeSUS CAK 
OVERCOME THEM. 

I speak of course of spiritual foes and spiritual con- 
flict. In outward and bodily things, and at the hands 
of men, the people of God are ofttimes sorely tried 
They see that through'much tribulation they must enter 
the Kingdom, and that all who will live godly in Christ 
Jesus must suffer persecution. Over and over again 
they have been slain all the day, and accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter. The deep and mysterious Providence 
of an All- wise God has suffered and ordered this. But 
inwardly y and as regards spiritual experience, is it not 
true, that " We are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us " ? 

As believers in Jesus we are exposed to constant 
opposition of a spiritual kind. As soon as ever the 
Christian life really begins, so soon does conflict com- 
mence. The old tyrant whom we served, and who left 
us in comparative quiet while we were satisfied and 
glad to be his slaves, now begins to rage because we have 
been delivered from his tyranny. But is it not a good 
thing to change slavery for freedom; and to feel the 
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opposition and rage of Satan rather than to be bound in 
liis destructive chains ? 

Then again, the rebel flesh puts forth its power, 
-resisting the will of God, and proving that the carnal 
mind is enmity against God. The conflict so vividly 
drawn by one who knew its chaDges and risks, in the 
7th chapter of the Epistle to the Eomans, enters into 
the experience of the believing souL Temptations are 
£Dund presenting themselves on every side ; temptations 
to outward inconsistencies, or to inward and secret sins 
and transgressions. And, as this is daily found to be 
the experience of the soldiers of the Cross, they perceive 
that it is indeed with deep meaning that they are called 
Soldiers; that their present life is a warfare, that they 
are expected to endure hardness, and to put on the 
whole armour of God. 

Many of us know how severe the contest is at times. 
Besetting sins, strong temptations, almost overwhelming 
assaults of Satan, heavy afiBictions — these, and such as 
these, come in on our souls with peculiar force. They 
Eure like the kings of the Canaanites, and lead on, perhaps, 
& host of smaller trials. But have we not found deliver- 
mce ? We have heard the precious assurance, " No 
sveapon formed against thee shall prosper;" we have 
»ken up the Christian's war-cry, " I can do all things 
ihrough Christ who strengtheneth me ;" we have doubt- 
ess sung the believer's song of triumph, "Thanks be 
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to God who giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

Mark the promises which God has given to those who 
have been called to the Christian warfare, and who are 
engaged under the Captain of Salvation. " Thy God hath 
commanded thy strength." (Psalm IxviiL 28.) " Let the 
weak say I am strong." (Joel iii 10.) " The God of peace 
shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly." (Eom. xvi. 20.) 
And if we search the records of the Church, or if we 
hearken to the confessions of those who now are rejoicing 
in the grace of God, we shall find that, while they can 
tell of conflicts, they can also tell of victories ; of chains 
broken, of foes routed, of temptations resisted, of evil 
dispositions overcome, of snares avoided. 

It must be so. There is every reason why the believer 
should be established in this most precious truth, that 
all opposition and all foes must fail before the watchful, 
powerful follower of Jesus. 

God has promised that it shall be so. His faithfulness^ 
therefore, is engaged on our side. GoXs glory is con- 
cerned. Wherever there is a display of His grace, it is 
for the display of His glory also. What but grace 
enables us to rise against the enemy of souls, and to 
fight on the side of God and Christ ? The grace, then, 
which has thus been shewn has for its end the manifest- 
ation of the glory of the Lord : and that glory can only 
be accomplished by such a continual supply of grace as. 
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will streDgthen the believer and make him to the end 
victorious. 

There can be nothing more calculated to cheer and 
encourage the Christian in the midst of the trials and 
assaults which he is sure to experience than this^ that 
the faithfulness and glory of his God and Father are 
engaged to bear him through. Then the foe may rage, 
the hosts wax numerous, the assaults be fierce : but while 
faith can rest on that one great truth, we need not fear. 
No doubt, mighty kings may rise up; Goliaths may 
stalk before us and dispute the way ; the roaring lion 
may walk about ; the devil may bring all his wiles to 
bear. Only let the people of God never forget that He 
is concerned, deeply concerned, in their deliverance and 
victory ; and then their feelings and their language may 
be that of David : " He that is our God is the God of 
salvation ; and unto God the Lord belong the issues from 
death ;" " the God of Israel is he that giveth strength 
and power unto his people. Blessed be God." (Psalm 
Ixviii 20, 35.) 

Do I now speak to any soul in strong conflicts, and 
exposed to some sore temptation t Oh ! poor tried and 
harassed one, look up, look up. Do not let the enemy 
engage all your attention : think of the mighty Friend 
who is standing by. Do not let the temptation quite 
swallow up your spirit : remember, " There hath no 
temptation taken you but such as is common to man : 
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but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able ; but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear 
it" (1 Cor. X. 13.) It may be that you feel well-nigh 
spent, and on the point of yielding : but, " He giveth 
power to the faint." It may be, you are like one who 
walks under some steep" and overhanging cliff, along a 
narrow ledge which the advancing tide threatens to 
invade, while the rock above looks ready to fall : but 
there is One who says, "I have covered thee in the hollow 
of my hand ;" " Surely in the floods of great waters they 
shall not come nigh thee." lift up the eye of faith to 
that One, a God of truth and loving-kindness, a God of 
covenant mercy in Christ Jesus. Let the cry of faith 
ascend to Him. He waits to be gracious. He speaks 
in righteousness. He is mighty to save. He can change 
your terror into calmness; your anxiety into patient 
waiting ; your doubts into hope. He will fulfil for you 
His i)recious word, " Ye are of God, little children, and 
have overcome them, because greater is he that is in you 
than he that is in the world." (1 John iv. 4.) He will 
so deal with you as to make this your glad acknowledg- 
ment : " In the day when I cried thou answeredst me> 
and strengthenedst me with strength in my souL" (Psalm 
cxxxviii. 3.) 

II. An inquiry arises : How is this deliverance, this 
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conquest, brought about and vouchsafed ? The answer 
will be fully given by noticing the next lesson which the 
text suggesta 

It is the Lord Jesus who accomplishes this 
olobious work for, and in behalf of, his believ- 

ING ONES. 

Mark the circumstances in detail which are narrated 
in the text, and see how conspicuous Joshua was 
throughout the whole transaction. "Then said Joduaa^ 
Open the mouth of the cave, and bring out those five 
kings imto me out of the cave. And they did so, and 
brought forth those five kings unto him out of the cave, 
the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 
And it came to pass, when they brought out those kings 
unto Joshua^ that Joskua called for all the men of Israel, 
and said unto the captains of the men of war which went 
with him, Come near, put your feet upon the necks of 
these kings. And they came near, and put their feet 
upon the necks of them. And Joshua said UDto them, 
Fear not, nor be dismayed, be strong and of good 
<50urage : for thus shall the Lord do to aU your enemies 
against whom ye fight. And afterward Joshua smote 
them, and slew them, and hanged them on five trees : and 
they were hanging upon the trees imtil the evening." 
(Verses 22 — 26.) Joshua called for all the men, sum- 
moned the host, then called out the captains, and bade 
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them put their feet on the necks of the kings : then he 
encouraged his captains: then he executed the kings. 
The crowning speech, and crowning act, on that eventful 
day were his. 

Joshua was an eminent type of the Lord Jesus : so 
eminent that, by the providential ordering of the Divine 
will, his name is but another form of that which was 
given to our Lord at His incarnation. Moses was the 
grand representative of the old dispensation : but Moses 
could not lead Israel into rest, into Canaan. Joshua 
accomplished that. The law cannot bring the soul into 
rest, either here or hereafter : the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
is the instrument for effecting this, through the power 
of the Spirit of Christ. And throughout the typical 
character of Joshua, as foreshadowing Jesus Christy 
nothing is more distinct than his subduing the enemies 
of Israel, and carrying out the counsels and promises of 
Jehovah by leading His people on to victory. 

Just so, it is only our heavenly Joshua who can make 
us conquerors, who can effect deliverance for us, who 
can enable us to set our feet upon the necks of those 
hosts, those temptations, those foes of whatsoever sort^ 
which surround and assault us, and which, without His 
aid, are sure to be too many and too mighty for us to 
cope with and subdue. 

In the great work of salvation, our Lord has met and 
overcome all spiritual enemies, in behalf of His people* 
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And in the victory of Him who is their Eepresentative 
and Surety they see their own victory. So it is written 
that "their warfare is accomplished;" because He 
having won such glorious triumphs has secured for them 
an eventual triumph. He has resisted temptation; He 
has borne afflictions; He has endured the Cross and 
despised the shame; He has overcome death; He has 
destroyed him that hath the power of death, that is, the 
devil. And so close is the union between Jesus and those 
who are one with Him by faith, that as His death is theirs, 
so His life, His conquest. His triumph are theirs also. 

But individually, as well as mystically, believers con- 
quer through Jesus Christ. They overcome by the blood 
of the Lamb. That precious blood has guaranteed to 
them, through the grace and promise of the Father of all 
mercy, strength and help for every time of need. The 
same Saviour who suffered and died, being ijow ascended 
to glory, and having received of the Father the promise 
of the Spirit, sheds forth that Almighty Spirit in all the 
power of His influences; and so strengthens His fol- 
lowers with "might by the Spirit in the inner man." 
Then does the Spirit lust (or strive, or put forth 
heavenly desires) against the flesh ; and those who walk 
in the Spirit (under His influence, in obedience to His 
rule, in accordance with His gracious suggestions,) find 
that the saying is true, " Te shaU not fulfil the lusts of 
the flesh." 
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In Heb. vii. 25, we find words which bear upon this 
point, and are full of instruction in connection with it. 
" He is able to save to the uttermost." Jesus saves from 
the guilt of sin. By His blood every stain is washed 
entirely and immediately from the soul which exercises 
faith in Him. In His righteousness the sinner who 
believes stands perfect and accepted. But there is more 
in sin than its guilt : there is its power and its desert 
Not to enlarge now on the Lord's ability to save from the 
desert of sin, it is because He is able to save to the utter- 
most from its power, that, as our Joshua, He commands 
us, and strengthens us, to put our feet on the necks of 
our mightiest spiritual enemies. "The dominion of sin 
darkens the understanding, depraves the conscience, 
stifiens the will, hardens the heart, displaces and disorders 
all the affections." But the Lord Jesus, by His Spirit, en- 
lightens, softens, moulds, and orders alL Thus, by giving 
new desires, and new strength, he saves to the uttermost 
from sin's dominion. The drunkard learns to hate drunk- 
enness and to conquer his appetite, the unclean are made 
holy, the fallen are raised, the trifling learn to mourn 
over and to forsake their folly. The history of the spread 
of the Gospel through society is one continued record of 
the delivering, the^ elevating, the . strengthening, the 
triumph-granting power of Him who is able to save to 
the uttermost. 
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A few concluding remarks will complete our reflec- 
tions on the passage before us. 

1. In the help which we have received, or may now 
be enjoying, let us see the pledge of future victory. 
Some of us, doubtless, have experimentally entered into 
the truth of what has been stated, that our Lord Jesus, 
the heavenly Joshu^ and leader of His people, can and 
does enable them to put their feet upon the necks of 
mighty foes. Some of us have proved His power in our 
own case, as well as seen it shown in the case of others. 
Old sins to which we were addicted, lords which had 
dominion over us, habits which bound us with a chain 
of iron, feelings which appeared to us and others to be 
so deeply ingrained in our very nature that there was no 
hope of eradicating them — ^these have been overcome, 
subdued, controlled, removed. The aspect of our spiritual 
affairs is in a great measure changed, and though we 
rejoice it may be with trembling, yet we do rejoice as 
those whom the great Captain has strengthened that we 
might be conquerors. Oh ! what a pledge have we in 
tMs of constantly abiding aid, of grace to help in time of 
need WhUe the captains had their heels upon the 
prostrate foe, and the people at large saw, in that attitude 
of their captains, their own triumph, Joshua encouraged 
them by saying. Thus shall the Lord do to all your enemies. 
Just so does the Lord Jesus cheer His believing ones. 
He helps them in some trial, gives them some victory, 
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and bids them receive that aid as a pledge of what will 
be fartlier given. He hath said, " I will never leave thee 
nor forsake thee:" so that we may boldly say, "The 
Lord is my helper and I will not fear." As temptations 
arise, as enemies gather, as the future stages of our pil- 
grimage evolve new risks to be run, or reveal fresh hard- 
jships to be borne, or bring with them renewed assaults 
from persevering foes, let us, believing brethren, remem- 
ber who has appeared for us hitherto : let us remember 
the " Stone of help" which has been set up, and in the 
deliverances already enjoyed read the promise of unfail- 
ing, ever-ready assistance. 

2. It may be that some are in sore conflict and trial 
at this very time. Forget not who is able to save, even 
to the uttermost. The same Jesus who has strengthened 
thousands of conflicting souls and made them victorious, 
is ready to help you ; yes, you. Do not trust in reso- 
lutions, in the advice of friends, in the pressure of 
occupations, in the diversity of pursuits. Jesus, Jesus 
only, must be your helper. If your faith addresses itself 
to Him, tliere is victory through Him for you : and this 
shall be your experience and your acknowledgment, " He 
delivered me from my strong enemy. . . The Lord 
was my stay. . . He delivered me because he delighted 
in me." (Psalm xviii. 17 — 19.) 



XI. 
FOLLOWING THE LOED. 

" Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made the 
hearts of the people melt : but I wholly followed the Loid my 
God. — Josh. adv. 8. 



XL 



FOLLOWING THE LORD. 

This world is a sphere of trial. I do not mean simply of 
trouble, sorrow and care. It is, indeed, this; for the 
fallen condition of man renders it such of necessity. 
" The whole creation groaneth." 

But the world is a sphere wherein men are brought 
to a test, put on their trial A grand experiment, if the 
expression may be used, is being made. What is the 
main point ? See it in the words of Ps. xiv. 2 : " The 
Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of 
men, to see if there were any that did understand, and 
seek God." To walk in the ways of the Lord, to do His 
will, this is the great end and duty proposed to the sons 
of men. " Fear God, and keep his commandments : for 
this is the whole duty of man." (Eccles. xii. 13.) 

We cannot hide from ourselves that, naturally, men 
fail on this their trial " They are all gone astray." 
And if they were to be left to the force of natural virtue, 
or to an innate sense of right, as some teach, none would, 
because none could, turn to seek and follow God. 
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Here, however, is the triumph of the grace of the Holy 
Ghost. The heart once strange and alienated is renewed 
so as to become loving and obedient; the rebel will is 
made gladly submissive ; the wandering feet are turned 
into the right path ; those who walked after the devices 
of their own thoughts become followers of God and of 
His Son. 

The words of the text form a striking saying. Happy 
the man who, honestly, as before the great Searcher of 
hearts, and looking back and within, can say, " I wholly 
followed the Lord my God." It is no empty boast. The 
words are too solemn to be lightly uttered. But it is 
the believer's privilege, leaning on Jesus, praying for the 
Spirit's guidance, longing for more and more conformity 
to the Father's will, to use them as descriptive of his 
inward life and outward behaviour. 

Let us, for a few minutes, resume the history of 
Israel at the point where we last stopped, after the 
victory of Beth-horon and the slaughter of the five 
kings. A league, we found, had been formed, but it 
brought no security to the Canaanites. Throughout 
the campaign which followed on the march of the 
Israelites to the relief of Gibeon, Joshua led on his tribes 
from victory to victory. Makkedah, Libnah, Lachish, 
Gezer, Eglon, Hebron, Debir, one after another, were 

aulted and taken ; and the history of the progress of 
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Joshua through the south of Canaan is thus summed up 
in chap. x. 40 — 42. " So Joshua smote all the country 
of the hills, and of the south, and of the vale, and of the 
springs, and all their kings : he left none remaining, but 
utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the Lord God 
of Israel commanded. And Joshua smote them from 
Kadesh-barnea even unto G^za, and all the country of 
Goshen, even unto Gibeon. And all these kings and 
their land did Joshua take at one time, because the Lord 
God of Israel fought for Israel" 

Thus did the first league of the Canaanites against 
Israel prove a complete failure; the southern part of 
the country was subdued before the invaders. 

But now another league was formed. The kings or 
chiefs of the northern part of the land banded themselves 
together, and with a numerous host pitched at the waters 
of Merom, a small lake quite in the north of Palestine, 
with the view either of advancing to crush the Israelites, 
or of waiting for them in a favourable spot to overthrow 
and destroy them in a pitched battle. (See chap, xi.) 
The same result, however, followed in this as in the 
former case. "Joshua came, and all the people of 
war with him, against them by the waters of Meroto 
suddenly ; and they fell upon them. And the Lord 
delivered them into the hand of Israel, who smote them, 
and chased them unto great Zidon, and unto Misrephoth- 
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maim, and unto the valley of Mizpeh eastward; and 
they smote them, until they left them none remaining.*^ 
(Chap. xi. 7, 8.) Joshua then led his followers through 
another succession of victories, until the upper portion 
of the land was subdued as the lower had been. " So 
Joshua took all that land, the hills, and all the south 
country, and all the land of Goshen, and the valley, and 
the plain, and the mountain of Israel, and the valley of 
the same ; Even from the mount Halak, that goeth up 
to Seir, even unto Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon 
under mount Hermon : and all their kings he took, and 
smote them and slew them." " So Joshua took the 
whole land, according to all that the Lord said unto 
Moses ; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto 
Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. And 
the land rested from war." (Chap, xi 16, 17, 23.) 

Subsequently to these victories, and during the time 
of rest which was enjoyed, we may suppose that steps 
were taken for allotting the land to the various tribes. 
The people had not indeed used such decision and vigour 
in clearing the country of the devoted inhabitants as 
they should have used. Much land yet remained to he 
possessed ; and in several places some of the Canaanites 
held their ground. Still, the work of allotment went on. 
The thirteenth chapter contains the account of the land 
which was set apart for the two and a half tribes east of 
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Jordan ; while in the fourteenth and following chapters 
the lots of the other tribes are stated. The account of 
this division of the land is interrupted to bring before the 
reader the narrative of Caleb's application to Joshua 
for that portion which he claimed as specially his. 
(See chap. xiv. 6 — 8.) 

In his application reference is made by Caleb to 
the history of the twelve spies. At the expiration of 
about a year from the time of the departure from 
Egypt the people of Israel came to Kadesh-barnea, 
which was on the borders of the promised land. Thence 
twelve men, one from each tribe, were sent to spy 
out the land and bring back a report. Of these, ten 
proved false. They admitted that the land was good, 
but they so forcibly pressed on the minds of the 
Israelites the strength and gigantic size of the inhabi- 
tants, that they caused the hearts of the people to 
sink; and though Joshua and Caleb, the other two spies, 
urged on their brethren the duty of going forward under 
the command and protection of God, the tribes refused 
to proceed, and were consequently condemned by the 
Lord to a wandering in the Wilderness for the space of 
thirty-nine years more, till the grown-up generation 
should die out. A special exception was made in favour 
of Caleb and Joshua, which, as far as Caleb was con- 
cerned, ran thus, "My servant Caleb, because he had 
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another spirit with him, and hath foUowed me fully, 
him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his 
seed shall possess it." (Num. xiv. 24.) It was on this 
testimony and this promise that Caleb made his present 
appeal. What he said of himself was only what God 
had said of him ; what he asked was no more than that 
which God had declared that he should have. 

Having thus traced the chain of events to the point 
of the text, let us — 

I. Consider what is included in the expkession 
"Wholly following the Lord." 

II. Notice the circumstances under which Caleb 
so followed Him. 

I. What the expression includes. It is impossible to 
take the words in their strictly literal sense. No one 
really does follow God wholly. No one can say that in 
every respect he has walked exactly as he should. There 
are so many slips, so many wanderings, so many short- 
comings, that the strict perfection of obedience is unat- 
tainable by any of the children of Adam. But the 
expression is one which, nevertheless, can be applied to 
those who honestly and simply give themselves up 
through Divine grace to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
It is their privilege, as regards every particular stage of 
their course, or as regards their course in general, to look 
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back and say, I wholly followed my God. It is their duty 
in the contemplation of any fresh stage opening before 
them to lift up their hearts and say, Oh ! Spirit of grace 
by Thy constant help may I wholly follow my God. 

What then is involved in a declaration which speaks 
of such happy experience ? 

(1.) A realisation that the will of God is paramount 
Here is the rule for those who walk after God, His will. 
Whatever that may be, however high and strict, to what- 
ever it may call us in the way of doing or suffering, it 
must be taken as tJie rule. Nothing must interfere with 
it. Has God spoken? Has He made known what is 
required ? Has He expressed His purpose ? It is for 
me to obey, to hearken and do, if I would wholly follow 
Him. Caleb felt this. He knew it to be the will of 
God that the people should go in and possess the land ; 
that, however arduous the task, it must be attempted. 
" Eebel not against the Lord," he said. His thus putting 
the will of God above aU other considerations was part of 
that course of faith and obedience which God Himself 
thus described, " My servant Caleb hath followed me 
fully." 

(2.) There must be a resting upon the Word of God 
as clear and authoritative. This it is which makes His 
will plain. He has been graciously pleased in His 
Scriptures, and in the proclamation of His Gospel, to 
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declare what He requires. The sonl taught by the Holy 
Spirit simply says, "Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth." 
Caleb knew that God had enjoined the sending forth of 
the spies ; he was aware that, according to the word of 
God, it was the duty of his nation to attempt the entrance 
into Canaan. What God charged the nation with afl 
their sin was this, " They have not hearkened unto my 
voice." (Num. xiv. 22.) But of Caleb He said, " He 
had another spirit with him." (ver. 24.) This spirit was 
one of simple reception of God's word. Jehovah spake: 
Caleb listened, and listened to obey ; and thus he showed 
that he " wholly followed the Lord." 

(3.) There must be a laying hold of the promises of 
God as sure. This it is which encourages the following 
soul. How very graciously God deals with men. It 
were enough for Him to command, to issue a bare order, 
to deal on strict terms of law; to say. Do this, or if 
you do it not you shall die. But it is not so that He 
reveals Himself. He does not sit on the iron throne of 
a despotic, hard, and grinding master ; but amid gentle 
and yet glorious radiance, He vouchsafes "exceeding 
great and precious promises," promises which in 
Christ Jesus are "yea and amen." On these pro- 
mises it is that the soul of the believer lays hold. 
The prospect which they open gladdens ; the assur- 
ance which they give makes bold; the grace which 
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they disclose claims ready gratitude; the love which 
glows in them awakens a responsive glow of love. And 
while the mil of God stands paramount, and the word 
of God makes that will clear beyond all question, the 
promise of God draws with gentle persuasive force, and 
the soul hears the word and does the will of the Most 
High. So it was, we are sure, with Caleb. In 
Numbers xiii 2, God's promise is recorded: "Send 
thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, 
which I give unto the children of Israel." This 
was the encouragement to the spies, and to the 
tribes from which they went. It was but a repeti- 
tion of an oft-repeated promise, and on it Caleb rested. 
** The Lord is with us, fear not the people of the 
land. He has promised, and though the people were 
more and greater than they are, His promise can bear us 
over every barrier of diflSlculty, and effect our settlement 
in the land which He has sworn to give us." Thus did 
his faith in the Divine promise help him in wholly 
following the Lord. 

If I appeal to some among you who are graciously 
enabled to look back and see that you have trodden in 
the footsteps of Caleb, may I not, in your name, declare 
that it is because, through the help of the Spirit of 
Christ Jesus, you have had these three points brought 
out in your experience ; because the will, the word, the 
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promise of our God have been before you, and with you, 
as your rule, your directory, your stay ? Yes, surely it 
is so. It has been by means of these that you have 
known your duty, received your orders, fought your fight, 
maintained your ground. It has been through these, 
acting on your hearts in the power of Divine grace, 
that though temptation and opposition have met you, 
you have been enabled wholly to follow the Lord 
your God. 

And if some now conscious of wavering, of weakness, 
of failure, are wondering why their case is such, or 
wishing that it should be such no longer ; here is the 
explanation of the past, or the security of the future. 
How has it been with you, how shall it he with you, 
touching these three things, the will, the Word, the 
promise of the Most High ? You have failed because 
these have not had their due place in your estimation. 
You can only henceforth avoid failure by holding these 
as supreme ; by acknowledging no law so high as God's 
will, no rule so binding as His word, no influence so 
quickening and strengthening as that of His promises in 
Christ Jesus. 

II. Let us now mark the circumstances under which 

it is said of Caleb that he wholly followed God. It is 
very important to observe these. They will serve to 

bring out the practical dij£culties of the matter, as well 
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as to exhibit the triumph of faith in persevering success- 
fully despite the difficulties. 

(1.) Caleb wholly followed God, though others who 
were in the same position of influence with himself deserted 
the side of God and of His truth. The " men who went 
up with him" opposed his decision. "Caleb stilled the 
people before Moses, and said. Let us go up at once, 
and possess the land; for we are well able to overcome it. 
But the men that went up with him said. We be not 
able to go up against the people ; for they are stronger 
than we." (Num. xiii. 30, 31.) Ten out of the twelve 
spies were against him. They were on the same footing 
with himself. Their word was as good as his, their 
opinion as well worth having, so far as the estimation of 
the tribes was concerned. Each one of the twelve sent 
foith was a riiler among the tribes. (Num. xiii 2.) 
Here then were ten princes giving their opinion against 
two. Influence, authority, weight of character, position, 
all that tells in the account which man takes, went 
against Caleb. But what was that to him? As we 
have seen, the will, the word, the promise of God formed 
his judgment and directed his course. He knew his 
duty; but not only so, he did it; though others in 
influential positions were opposed to him, though they 
forsook the side on which they should have been found. 
He knew that the ten were wrong, and that he and 
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Joshua were right. Therefore, despite their influence 
brought to bear in a contrary direction, he wholly fol- 
lowed the Lord his God. 

My brethren, we must not allow the influence of men, 
however high they may be, or whatever character they 
may have for sagacity and prudence, to lead us from the 
service of the Lord Jesus. There is a tendency to take 
our tone from those who may be in reputation for learn- 
ing, or sagacity, or power. Remember the remark of 
the Pharisees to the officers whom they sent to take the 
Lord Jesus, "Then answered them the Pharisees, are 
ye also deceived ? Have any of the rulers or of the 
Pharisees believed on him ? " (John vii. 47, 48.) This 
is just in point ; here is just the working of the natural 
mind. There is great reason to be thankful when 
those whom the power of position, of ability, or of 
wealth may make conspicuous, are found espousing the 
cause of the truth of Christ : but if they oppose or 
depreciate the truth, the followers of God must all the 
same stand firmly for their God. They must, like Caleb, 
follow Him wholly, though they follow Him apparently 
alone. 

(2.) Caleb wholly followed God, though the whole 
congregation feared to walk in the right way, "Mj 
brethren that went up with me made the heart of 
the people melt: but I wholly followed the Lord my 



FOLLOWING THE LORD. 205 

GoA" " All the congregation lifted up their voice, and 
cried; and the people wept that night. And all the 
children of Israel murmured against Moses and against 
Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them. 
Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt ! or 
would God we had died in this wilderness ! And where- 
fore hath the Lord brought us unto this land, to fall by 
the sword, that our wives and our children should be a 
prey ? were it not better for us to return into Egypt ? " 
(Josh. xiv. 8. Num. xiv. 1-3.) A craven fear took 
possession of them. They were terrified at the idea of 
the giants of Canaan. Could they walk in the way of. 
God*s will, when that way led through such danger ? 
Could they expose themselves to all that obedience would 
entail ? It would have been better to die in Egypt ; it 
was better to fall in the wilderness. Eather forego any- 
thing which they might have, or hope for, as Israelites, 
than run such a mad risk as perseverance would entaiL 
Thus they argued, thus they clamoured, full of fear. 
Then it was that Caleb's conduct became so conspicuous. 
He stilled the people : he said, " fear not the people of 
the land, for they are bread for us." There was no fear 
whatever in his heart. He knew how God would go 
before and accompany and keep them. Why should he 
fear ? Thus, though all the others were quaking, he 
stood strong and firm on the side of the Lord his God. 
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Oftentimes this case is represented on a smaller scale. 
We see some fearing to declare themselves on God's side. 
They cannot face the opposition, brave the dangers, en- 
counter the ridicule, which will come upon them. Then 
one will be found who does take his stand. The grace 
of God strengthens him. He dreads not to stand alone. 
Others may fear, but he will not shrink ; others may 
draw back, but he will go on; others may give up a 
promising beginning, but he will endure to the end. 
Like Caleb he learns to be bold. Like Da\'id he can 
say, " The Lord is my light and my salvation ; whom 
shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid ? " (Ps; xxvii. 1.) Which was better ; 
Caleb's case, or that of the people ? 

(3.) Caleb wholly followed the Lord in spite of apposi- 
tion, Not only did his ten fellows forsake him, not 
only had he to meet the fears of thousands of persons, 
but a strong and fierce opposition arrayed itself against 
him and Joshua. The current of excited feeling set dead 
against him, and threatened to bear him down. And you 
will observe that it was not the mere opposition of abuse, 
insult and prejudice ; it assumed a far more dangerous 
form : " All the congregation bade stone them with 
ston^." (Num. xiv. 10.) His life was perilled. Yet no 
degree of violence, however determined, could drive him 
from the position which he had been enabled to take up. 
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Oh! what encouragement there is here for those who 
find themselves in the midst of difiBculties and trial for 
the sake of the Gospel. Opposition to Christ or His 
cause has not ceased in the world. Who is there that has 
not proved this ? . Who has come out boldly for God, 
declared himself a soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
avowed his intention of living like a new man, without 
finding that he wiU have much contradiction and diffi- 
culty to meet of one kind or another ? But see how 
those who are strong in faith can go on in spite of all the 
obstacles which may present themselves. Caleb was a 
man of like passions with ourselves. Naturally he had 
the same aversion to the will of God that others have ; 
but in his case grace was strong ^ faith triumphed. And 
what a glorious sight it is to see, when you behold one 
thus meeting any storm of indignation, coldness or scorn 
from man, rather* than forsake the way and truth of the 
Lord Jesus. Such cases are seen over and over again ; 
showing us that God is not less gracious than He was, 
but that, as of old even so now. He strengthens and 
upholds His believing ones in the hour of need, and 
enables them steadily to follow Him even in the face of 
many and great dangers. 

We have now seen what Caleb accomplished, and 
under what circumstances he acted; what it is to 
follow God wholly, and that such a course may be 
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pursued under the most forbidding circumstances. Let 
us bring this to bear upon ourselves. 

Who among us are foUowing Him? Who is on 
the Lord's side ? The test is as strict now as it was 
when Israel stood in Eladesh-bamea : the distinction is 
as real. There are those to whom the will, the word> 
the promises of God are everything ; there are those to 
whom they come with no weight. Let me then urge this 
question upon any whose consciences witness that they 
are not following Jesus : Whom are you following ? Do 
you ever think of that? Will you think of it now? 
Whom do you follow, if not Christ ? Whom do you 
serve, if not Him ? On whose side must you be, if not 
on His ? " He that is not with me is against me :" 
ranged on the side of the enemy of the Lord, following 
the devices of the world and the flesh, led captive by 
the devil at his wilL This is your deliberate choice, 
the lot you make your own by refusing to follow 
the Lord. Surely, then, since these things are so, I 
do well to ask. Who is following Him? Who is on 
His side ? 

Is there any feeble soul here now moved to desire to 
follow Jesus ? Come and let us reason together. You 
desire a portion rich in blessings, but one which surely 
will bring its crosses. " Let him take up his cross and 
follow me," are the Saviour's words. You may have to 
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stand alone ; you maj be hindered by those who 
are around you, or with whom you are connected; 
you may meet with opposition of which at present 
you can form no idea. For these things you must be 
prepared. But hearken to one word which more than 
balances all: "If any man serve me, let him follow 
me ; and where I am there shall also my servant be : 
if any man serve me, him wiU my Father honour." 
(John xii 26.) Keep your eye on that faithful saying ; 
think of those great prizes ; lift up your cry to the Holy 
Ghost for aid and grace. Follow the Lord, follow the 
Lord wholly. 

To those also who do follow what is to be said but the 
same ? Follow Him wholly. Be like Caleb. Will it not 
be a matter of joy to you to be able to look back and 
say as he said ? Will it not be a comfort to you, while 
thinking of the many mercies of God and tracing all to 
His grace, to declare what He has done for your soul, 
and how He has given you grace to stand in the evil 
day, and having done all to stand ? Who so happy as 
those whose experience agrees with that of him whose 
history has been in review before us ? Oh ! beloved in 
Christ Jesus, may your experience be such: a more 
consistent pursuit of holiness, a more earnest desire 
to know the will of the Lord, a more self-denying, 

peisevering course of loving obedience, a more and 
p 
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more distinct separation from all that in any way 
grieves the Spirit 

** So sliall yonr walk be close with God, 
Cahn and serene yonr frame ; 
So pnrer light shall mark the road 
That leads yon to the liamb.'' 



XII. 
THE CITIES OF KEFUGE. 

** The Lord spake unto Joshua, saying, Speak to the childxen 
of Israel, saying, Appointjout for you cities of refuge, whereof I 
spake unto you by the hand of Moses : that the slayer that killeth 
any person unawares and unwittingly may flee thither : and they 
shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood." — Josh. xx. 1-3. 



XIL 

THE CITIES OF BEFUOE. 

The Law of Moses in its strictness appears as a stranger 
to grace. It asked for obedience, and visited dis- 
obedience with punishment : it served to illustrate the 
awful holiness of God, and to make manifest the cor- 
ruption and helplessness of man. When man was first 
created, he was placed under the covenant of works, 
:and at his fall the covenant of grace was mercifully 
instituted by God. Yet, even while the great inclusive 
scheme of the covenant of grace was running on, it 
pleased God to reproduce, as it were, in a measure the 
covenant of works in the dispensation of the law, that 
men might learn how strict He was and how prone they 
were to fall, and that the Gospel might come in witli all 
the more glory and excellence, as the brightest part of 
the whok economy of the covenant of grace. 

But though the law was so exact in its strictness and 
clid not appear to exhibit the grace of God, there were many 
provisions connected with its administration, which were 
full of grace and bore witness to the mercy and goodness 
of the God of Israel Nor indeed could it be otherwise, 
for man can have no standing-ground before God but 
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that which mercy famishes ; and the' law was itself, as 
we have seen^ but a dispensation under the great 
covenant of grace, and notwithstanding its strictness, or 
more properly speaking, by means of its very strictness, 
was intended to manifest the favour of God. K it was 
broken — ^if any shortcoming or transgressiqn marred 
obedience, if any defilement was contracted by the holy 
people, or the holy land, or the holy spots more peculiarly 
connected with God's worship — ^there was a barrier of 
mercy raised to check the sentence and judgment of the 
Law ; and to teach men that " fury is not in the Lord,'*^ 
, that He "will not contend for ever, neither will he be 
always wroth." Thus it was that, in many ways, the law 
was calculated to lead to Christ ; not only by convincing 
men of the impossibility of a thoroughly legal obedience 
and righteousness, but by showing them the different 
exhibitions of that grace which with full radiance shines 
forth in the person and work of our adorable Immanuel. 
No provision of the law of Moses was more conspicu- 
ous for mercy than that of the Cities of Eefage, K we 
rightly view the subject we shall find in the appointment 
of these cities a most striking display of the considerate 
and tender grace of God, Let us then observe — 

I. The appointment itself. 
IL Its typical character. 

(1.) The appointment itself. " Speak to the children 
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of Israel, saying, appoint out for you cities of refuge, 
whereof I spake unto you by the hand of Moses : That 
the slayer that kiUeth any person unawares and unwit- 
tingly may flee thither : and they shall be yotir refuge 
from the avenger of blood." 

The shedding of blood was of old forbidden and put 
under the heaviest penalty. "Whoso sheddeth man's 
blood by man shall his blood be shed," was the strict 
declaration of God. (Gen. ix, 6. and see Num. xxxv. 
31 — 34.) Under the patriarchal system of government, 
among the rights and duties which attached to the 
nearest of kin was the authority to slay on the spot the 
person who had slain his relative. This institution, 
which undoubtedly was capable of fearful abuse, and 
which has been abused to the most dire extent where 
the fear and knowledge of God have not been present to 
restrain, was at the same time calculated to be of service 
before government was duly settled, in preventing the 
reckless destruction of human life, by giving the nearest 
of kin power to avenge his relative's death. Was a 
deceased person found, and was there reason to conclude 
he had died by violence ? Could the avenger of blood 
discover who had slain him ? He might and was boimd 
indeed to take the matter into his own hands, and pursue 
the manslayer even xmto death. It does not appear that 
originally any help existed for the man who killed his 
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neighbour by accident. He, as well as the wilful mur- 
derer, was exposed to the avenger's power. When Israel 
came out of Egypt, and were about to be put under their 
peculiar institutions by their delivering God, they were 
prepared and accustomed to act on His own word, in it« 
awful literality : "Whoso sheddeth man's blood by man 
shall his blood be shed." 

But such a state of things was not to continue. In 
giving, therefore, to Moses instructions as to the regula- 
tions of society when the Israelites should be settled in 
their own land, God was graciously pleased to appoint 
Cities of Refuge for the express purpose of providing 
safety for anyone who should " kill a person unawares or 
unwittingly." The directions for the appointment are 
given at some length in Num. xxxv. 6-34, Deut. xix. 1- 
13, as well as in the passage of the book of Joshua now 
before us. From these passages we may gather the fol- 
lowing particulars : — 

(1.) There were six cities, three on the east side and 
three on the west side of Jordan. They were conven- 
iently situated, three being on either side of the river, : 
one in the south, one in the centre, and one in the north 
of the country. 

(2.) They were all Levitical cities : which appears to 
have been so ordered that the cases of manslaughter 
might come under the cognizance of those who might 
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be presumed to be most thoroughly versed in the law of 
Crod, and most competent to give judgment according to 
it, and who, moreover, would be less likely than any 
others to be swayed by private bias in their decisions. 

(3.) The roads to these cities were kept in good 
order. "Thou shalt prepare thee a way." (Deut. xix. 3.) 
The rivers were bridged over, and at every point where 
direction was necessary, posts or stones were set up with 
the word " Eef uge," indicating the proper path for the 
fugitive to take. 

(4) When the fugitive reached the city he was to be 
received as a matter of course. Stating his case to the 
•elders of the city, he was safe for the time, under their 
protection, from the violence of the avenger of blood. 
This protection, however, was, in a sense, conditional 
The manslayer was bound in due course to appear before 
A solemn court of the congregation, and there his case 
was investigated. (Num. xxxv. 24) If he were proved 
to be a murderer he was delivered up to the avenger of 
blood ; if, on the other hand, the homicide were shown 
to be accidental, the congregation must " restore him to 
the city of his refuge whither he was fled." 

(5.) The manslayer was bound to remain within the 
borders of the city of refuge during the life of the high 
priest who was at the time executing his oflftce. This 
possibly does not mean that he was not to go beyond the 
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walls ; he might'perhaps beatliberty togo anywhere within 
the suburbs of the city, which reached (as stated in Nunu 
XXXV. 3-5) nearly three quarters of a mile round the city. 
During the life of the high priest, should the manslayer 
be found outside these boundaries by the avenger of 
blood, he might be slain directly ; but on the high priest's 
death he might " return safe to the land of his posses- 
sion." 

These are the particular circumstances connected with 
this appointment. What a boon it must have been to 
the society of the IsraeUtes. Notwithstanding the re- 
strictions which the refuge city imposed, what a merciful 
deliverance did it provide ; what a standing evidence, in 
the -midst of the people, of the care and anticipating 
goodness of Jehovah. For though the manslayer who 
betook himself thither was cut off from his family and 
friends, and from all the public tabernacle services for a 
season, yet he was brought under the direct influence of 
the Levitical community, and might in his time of seclu- 
sion find a saving knowledge of God's law and will im- 
parted to his soul; and while separated from tl\e outward 
general worship of the community, might be brought to 
learn, by the Holy Spirit's teaching, the great lesson which 
David has thus expressed : " Thou desirest not sacrifice, 
else would I give it : thou delightest not in burnt offer- 
ing. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a broken 
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and a contrite heart, God, thon wilt not despise (Ps. 
li. 16, 17.) 

Just picture to yourselves a scene. Two neighbours 
are in the wood. They left their homes together in the 
morning, friendly, ready to help each other. And now, 
with axe in hand, each sets himself to fell a tree. Pre- 
sently the iron of the axe of one of them flies from the 
helve, and strikes the other on the head. He falls, and 
his neighbour runs to help him. The life-blood is running 
fast away. The other tries to staunch the blood, speaks 
kindly to the fallen man, bewails the unhappy blow. 
But all in vain. The wound is fatal ; the wounded man 
dies. What now shall the manslayer do? Ere long 
the truth will be known ; the avenger of blood will be 
aroused. He must fly if he would live. He does fly. 
He waits not to go home and bid farewelL Forthwith 
his steps are turned towards the refuge city, and he runs, 
runs for his very life. How precious the time he gains 
before the accident is discovered. How regardless is he 
of every purpose save one. How does love of life nerve 
him and bear him on. And now from the slopes which 
lead up to Hebron he can look down and see the avenger 
coming up below him; or across the plain, as he 
approaches Bezer in the wilderness, he can descry the 
pursuer on his track. Oh ! for a little more strength. 
Which shall give more speed, the desire of life, or the 
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jzeal for vengeance ? Shall the fugitive overstep the 
sacred boundary before the adversary's sling can reach 
him, or the whistling javelin strike him down ? Yes, 
the city is reached, the boundary is crossed, the gates 
are entered; the sacred arms of the elders are out- 
stretched with all the protecting power of the appoint- 
ment of God. The manslayer is safe. He fears not the 
avenger of blood, for he may not enter the town. He 
fears not the judgment of the congregation, for the guilt 
of murder does not attach to him. The mercy of God 
has interposed to pluck him from immediate danger, 
and that mercy will preserve him, according to the terms 
which accompany its display. 

Such scenes as this must have been of common occur- 
rence. Who, then, can fail to see the great boon which 
the appointment of Cities of Befuge must have been in a 
society so constituted as that of the Israelites ? A per- 
son exposed to death, for whom, under ordinary circum- 
stances, there was no escape, no hope, was thus delivered 
from his doom, and kept in security beyond the reach 
of harm. 

IL These last remarks serve to lead to the"consider- 
ation of the typical character of the appointment. 

In no provision of the law of Moses does the grace of 
the Gospel more strikingly appear. Among the many 
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mirrors which reflect the ligbt of the glory of God in 
the person of Jesus Christy none more clearly shows 
the image than this one. 

From the particulars already noticed in connection 
with the Eefuge Cities let ns take a few. 

(1.) The city was conspicuoiis. On the hiU, or in the 
level plain, its natural position arrested the eye. But 
the ordinance of God especially marked it out. All 
Israelites knew of these cities. If there were well- 
known spots in their territory these were they. 

To apply this to the Gospel and its provisions. 1$ 
not Jesus set forth conspicuously i His whole career 
entitles him to the name " Wonderful : " Wonderful in 
His natures, in His person, in His incarnation, in His 
humiliation, in His work, in His glory. The one grand 
object of the Gospel is to make manifest the glory and 
power of Jesus ; the one grand purpose of the ministry is 
to declare the unsearchable riches of Christ : the one 
grand summary of the Church's work is this, " Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gospeL" And if you 
read the Scriptures as they must be read, if read aright, 
you find Jesus Christ conspicuous throughout. In pro- 
phecy of old, and in fulfilment now, Jesus figures as the 
centrepiece of Eevelation. Once in type, now in anti- 
type, He occupies the foremost place. The figurative 
declarations of the former dispensation bore the same 
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testimony with the plain, literal statements of the Grospel, 
for then the word was, "Look unto me, and be ye saved ;** 
now it is " Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved." It is not a system of doctrines which is 
set before the soul as mere rules by which it is to save 
itself ; it is not the Church, whose word is to be para- 
mount, and whose glory is to eclipse all else. It is Christ, 
ever Christ, only Christ, who is "all and in all ; '* Christ 
the preacher's theme, the sinner's hope, the Church's 
Head, the devil's conqueror; Christ the manifestation 
of the grace and glory of God. 

(2.) The Eefuge City was always accessible. "No 
barrier must be suffered to block the paths by which 
it was approached; no hindrances must be put or suf- 
fered by man. The case might be urgent. A weak and 
fainting man might have but little start of a furious 
avenger : let every advantage be given him. At no hour 
of the day or night could admittance be refused. All 
was free, accessible, ready. God had made the road 
open, God had spread wide the gates, God had said. Fly 
thither, there is a refuge for the needy. 

Is it not so with Jesus? Did ever any seek Him by 
faith in vain? Was ever anyone repulsed because of 
his sins ? " Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise 
oast Out." " Come unto me all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." *'I am come that 
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they might have life, and that they might hg^ve it more 

abundantly." " He is able to save to the uttermost all 

that come unto God by him." Surely such words as 

these show us how accessible the Lord our Saviour 

is. Indeed, if one dwells on the thought that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners ; if one 

meditates upon the fact of the Lord's entering this our 

world, and suffering and doing all that marked His 

earthly course ; if Calvary's scene be impressed upon the 

mind ; how can there be any feeling other than this, that 

as the Eefuge City was ever to be gained and entered 

without either let or hindrance, so our blessed Saviour 

stands before us as One, not only able, but ready and 

willing to receive, to save, to keep, all who seek refuge 

in Him. When the Holy Spirit turns the steps of the 

sinner to the Lord Jesus, Jesus will be found, the sinner 

will be received. The Lord is before us as a Sacrifice 

for sin, as our Eighteousness, as the One who removes all 

guilt and provides all perfection. This Lord, in all His 

fulness, is nigh, close at hand, provided by the wondrous 

counsels of Eternal Love, revealed by the Spirit, accessible 

this moment. For " the righteousness which is of feith 

speaketh on this wise^ Say not in thine heart. Who shall 

ascend into heaven ? that is, to bring Christ down from 

above : Or, Who shall descend into the deep ? that is, 

to bring up Christ again from the dead. But what saith 



^: 
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it ? The word is nigli thee, even in thy mouth, and in 
thy heart : that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." 
(Bom. X. 6 — 9.) 

(3.) The Eef uge City was open to all who were in need 
of its sanctuary. There was but one qualification neces- 
sary for those who crossed the threshold of its gates. A 
spent and breathless traveller comes up. The sweat runs 
from his brow. His panting sides tell that he has run 
long and fast. 'Tis not a time for fair speeches or long 
addresses. " I am a manslayer. My brother Israelite 
has fallen by my hand." Enough, enter, poor unfor- 
tunate. Enter and be safe, till thou shalt stand before 
the congregation. The God of Israel grant thou speak- 
est true ; and then, whencesoever thou art come, who- 
soever thou art, from whatsoever tribe, then thou art 
safe; safe, because as a manslayer thou hast sought and 
reached the Eefuge City. 

Beloved, Jesvs is offered in His fulness to all. The 
blessed Gospel, like a stream of living water from heaven, 
is sent to flow through the wide world ; and as the river 
runs, and in its course passes through field after field of 
the vast expanse of earth, the wortl of summoning grace 
is rung out thus : " The Spirit and the bride say Come, 
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and let him that heareth say, Come, and let him that is 
athirst come, and whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely." " God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." "Jesus was made 
a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death, 
that he by the grace of God should taste death for every 
man." "If any man sin we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous; and he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins ; and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world." What shall we say to these 
things? Surely the gates of the city are open for any; 
surely there is but one plea called for — " I need a refuge. " 
Surely it is true what the Scripture saith : " Whosoever 
believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is jio 
difference between the Jew and the Greek : for the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved." (Eom. x. 11 — 13.) 

But will all be found in the Eefuge ? Will all enter ? 
Will all call on the name of the Lord? Oh! no, In 
Deut. xxi. 1 — 10, you will find a passage which may well 
be laid by the side of these concerning the Eefuge Cities. 
It might, and no doubt did, often happen that the man- 
slayer would strive to hide his calamity. The dead man 
was found, but no clue could be discovered as to the 
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person who had killed him. No fugitive had reached 
a Refuge City and said, My brother Israelite, slain by 
me, lies in such a field near yonder village. The one who 
had caused the other's death chose to run his chance, not 
availing himself of the certain and assured safety offered 
and provided by God. And many, very many, before 
whom salvation is freely put, to whom it is freely 
offered, whose need is there fully and freely provided 
for, choose their own way before God's, reject the offer 
which grace freely makes, cleave to their own devices 
in preference to the grand saving appointment of Divine 
wisdom and love ; and so fulfil the condemning words 
of Jesus : " Ye will not come unto me that ye might 
have life." 

(4.) This leads me to notice another particular. In 
the Refuge City alone was safety. God makes no needless 
appointments. The very fact of his appointing anything 
stamps it as peculiar, marks it as necessary. By appoint- 
ing the Eefuge Cities, He proclaimed that there, and 
there only, could any one be secure if he were a manslayer. 
What If a man, trusting to great strength or gigantic 
size, might say, " I will meet the avenger and, it may be, 
slay him 1 " At once he was guilty of murder, and was 
ipso facto under pain of death, according to the provisions 
of the law of God. What if he fled to the magistrate, 
and could bring witnesses to show his innocence ? There 
he could not be safe-, ioi uo ^'tTxi oS. laasi ^ovM protect 
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liim who refused the protection of the Most High. Yea, 
even if the manslayer ran and laid hold of the horns of 
the altar, it does not appear that there he would have 
been safe. He must leave the altar for the Eefuge City 
if he would have his life in keeping. 

Ah! this is the great truth which we have to proclaim 
concerning our Lord Jesus : There is no safety out of Him. 
In no plans of your own can you find that which your 
case requires : pardon, acceptance, righteousness, salva- 
tion. You may go about to establish your own righteous- 
ness, but the result will be this, you will not attain to 
the righteousness of God. You may wash yourself in 
the stream of resolutions and outward amendment, but 
the blood of Jesus Christ alone can cleanse you from all 
sin. You may cry " Wherewithal shall I come before 
the Lord, and bow myself before the Most High God ? " 
but the words of Jesus can alone direct you, "None 
Cometh unto the Father but by me." You may think 
to go on and reach heaven at last regardless of saving faith 
in Christ, but the door is opened by no other key, and 
over it is written, "He that believethnot shall be damned." 

In Jesus there is all that the soul needs. Pardon of 
sin ; righteousness for sinners ; security for the harassed ; 
rest for the tried; redemption from the curse. Such 
things you and I require. In Christ we have them ; out 
of- Christ they are not to be had. Oh ! that more were 
convinced of this ; that the Holy S^m^ ^wj^^^ \«?^0^ 
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more of us to cry with Paul, " I count all things but loss, 
that I may win Christ, and be found in him." 

(5.) In a few words I would, lastly, say : There was 
perfect security in the Befuge City. Yes, though the 
avenger was but a few yards behind, though his sword 
was gripped tight, and raised for the blow, though he 
clamoured " Give him up that he may die," the fugitive 
was safe. Mercy rejoiced over judgment. While within 
the city's bounds the manslayer was within the protection 
of the all-prevailing love and power of God, a covenant 
God. So it is as respects Christ. You who have fled 
for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before you, how 
safe are you in Jesus, Who is he that can harm you ? 
Sin, Satan, a broken law, a disturbed conscience, these 
may cry out, these may lift up a threatening hand, these 
may watch about the waUs of your Eefuge; but in Christ 
Jesus you are safe. None shall pluck you out of His 
hand. There is no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus ; and as each fresh sinnner, impelled by the 
convincing Spirit, flies to the Eefuge, and cries, " Lord 
save me," the band of those increases who can say 
" Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? " "I 
am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, wliich 
is in Christ Jesus our Loid." 



XIII. 
THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. 

" And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth : 
-and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not 
one thing hath failed of all the good things which the Lord your 
God spake concerning you ; all are come to pass unto you, and 
not one thing hath failed thereof — Josh, xxiii. 14. 
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XIIL 
THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. 

All things are changing here below, coming and going 
on an ever-shifting scene. Disappointment is always 
shattering our fairest expectations, and failure bringing 
our brightest labours to nought. The world is too much 
like a wreck-strewn shore, where hopes and anticipations 
which promised well Ke dashed and broken, to the loss, 
chagrin and sorrow of those who had conceived and 
formed them. Experience forces upon men, unwilling 
as they are to learn, the truth which the Holy Spirit 
caused Solomon to write, and which that same Spirit 
shows to the hearts of the children of God, " Vanity of 
vanities, aU is vanity." 

But amid aU changing things, God remains unchange- 
able. InHistruth,inHis love,in Hisgrace,in the execution 
of His purposes, He is ever one an^i the same. With 
Him " there is no variableness neither shadow of turning." 
"While all below is dying. He is Life ; while all else may 
disappoint and deceive. He is Truth; while circumstances 
may, and do, perpetually alienate and estrange others from 
us. He is Love. Eternal life, imperishable truth, everlast- 
ing love, these are the characteristics of the Lord our God. 

/ 
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Herein lies the strengtli of the people of GoA In 
themselves weak and insufficient, ever exposed to 
changes, of themselves subject to change, in Him they 
can glory as their Rock, their sure Foundation, their un- 
disturbed Rest. It is written of Zion, of the Church of 
Jesus Christ, of every truly Christian soul : " God is in 
the midst of her, she shaU not be moved ;" and the duty 
of every believer, of every child of God, is to cry, " My 
soul wait thou only upon God, for my expectation is 
from him. He only is my rock and my salvation ; he is 
my defence ; I shaU not be moved." In this confidence, 
their confidence in the immutability of God, they go for- 
ward, undertaking anything and aU things to which He 
may call them, regardless of surrounding difficulties and 
of impediments which present themselves. On this truth 
they rest as they go, knowing it as a truths and proving 
it over and over again amid the various circumstances of 
their earthly pilgrimage. 

It has been our interesting occupation to go through 
the book of Joshua to this point, reviewing God's deal- 
ings with the IsraeKtes, and gathering lessons from the 
pages of sacred history suited to our own case, for in- 
struction in doctrine and for every-day practice. "We 
have seen how, upon the death of Moses, the Lord 
charged Joshua to take the command of the tribes and 
lead them into Canaan. We have dwelt upon the 
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mission of the two spies, their reception by Rahab, and 
the faith which the Canaanitish woman showed in her 
conduct on that occasion. The crossing of Jordan under 
the guidance of the Ark of the Covenant ; the memorial 
heaps of stone'set up to commemorate that miracle ; the 
halt at Gilgal for the celebration of circumcision and the 
passover ; the fall of Jericho ; the sin of Achan ; the solemn 
scene of blessing and cursing on Mount Gerizim and Mount 
Ebal; the craft of the Gibeonites, and their doom to 
constant bondage ; the triumph over the five kings at 
Makkedah; Caleb's hearty following of the Lord his God; 
the appointment of the Cities of Refuge — each of these 
in its turn has afforded us a subject for consideration, 
and served to illustrate that the truth of God, and the 
lessons which that truth is designed to teach, are one 
and the same whether preached to the Jews or the Gen- 
tiles, whether written in the Old Testament or in the 
New. And thus the gradual progress of the tribes of 
Israel, from the banks of Jordan to their final settlement 
in the promised land, has passed in review before us. 
We have seen them on the march ; have watched them 
halting now and then ; have been by them in the siege 
and on the open field of battle ; have noticed the survey 
and allotment of the country. We have in this way 
accompanied them step by step to the termination of 
their joumeyings, and to the accomplishment of the 
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promises which God had made to them and to their 
fathers; an accomplishment thus described in chap, 
xxL 43-45 : " The Lord gave unto Israel all the land 
which he sware to give unto their fathers; and they 
possessed it, and dwelt therein. And the Lord gave 
them rest round about, according to 'all that he sware 
imto their fathers : and there stood not a man of all their 
enemies before them ; the Lord delivered all their 
enemies into their hand. There failed not aught of any 
good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house 
of Israel ; all came to pass." God proved His faithful- 
ness, His unchangeableness, the truth of His love and 
grace towards His people; and upon this proof did 
Joshua ground the appeal which he made to Israel in 
the words of the text : " Ye know in all your hearts and 
in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the 
good things which the Lord your God spake concerning 
you ; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing 
hath failed thereof." 

The subject especially suggested by this passage for 
consideration is the faithfulTiess of God: that faithfulness 
as pledged in His Word, secured by His truth, exhibited 
in His dealings, experienced by His people. The words 
of the text were suited not only to the lips of Joshua, 
nor only to the circumstances of the Israelites just settled 
in Canaan: they may be spoken by any Christian minister 
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in the hearing of the people of God to whom he minis- 
ters, or by any Christian brother to his brethren. They 
are in a spiritual sense true of promised blessings, and of 
the coveQant of the Lord, at all times and in all ages. 

God is faithfuL He must be so. All that we learn 
of Him, all that He makes known in the Scriptures con- 
cerning Himself is so much ground for the confirmation 
of this truth. His name and His nature ; His love and 
His grace ; His promise and His oath ; His covenant, 
His purposes, His works; the price which Jesus has paid 
for the redemption of sinners, the offices which Jesua 
tills, the glory with which Jesus is to be crowned in the 
presence of the world; the out-pouring of the Holy Ghost^ 
and His triumphs manifested in the hearts and lives of 
men ; the proclamation of the Gospel, and the spread of 
Divine truth among mankind: all and every one of these 
are heads of argument from which one great conclusion 
readily results, that God is and must prove to be a 
faithful God, that so we may say to one another, as 
believers, "Not one thing hath failed of all the good things 
which the Lord our God hath spoken concerning us." 

It will be interesting to illustrate this by adducing 
some direct statements of the Scripture. If we search 
we shall find abundant testimony of the most express 
kind to the cheering, soul-sustaining truth that God is 
fedthful. 
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Thus spoke Moses to the Israelites : " Know therefore 
that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God 
which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love 
him, and keep his commandments to a thousand genera- 
tions." (Deut. vii. 9.) " Kings shaU see and arise," 
wrote Isaiah, referring to the glory of Christ as the 
Saviour of men," princes also shall worship, because of 
iheluoTdtJiatisfaithfuV' (Isa. xUx. 7.) "Heabideth 
faithful" is the declaration of the Apostle Paul, (2 Tim. 
ii 13.) " He is o, faithful Creator," writes St. Peter. (1st 
Ep. iv. 19.) Christ Jesus is "a merciful and /aiYA/i^i high 
priest;" He is " the faithful witness ; " and when, in the 
vision which showed the coming glory of the Lord, the 
Apostle John saw the Son of God ride forth as Kin g of 
kings, and Lord of lords, this was the name by which He 
was called — " Faithful and True.'* Such words as these 
taken from the Book of God are enough to establish the 
great general truth of the Divine faithfulness. But the 
Holy Spirit has been graciously pleased to put on record 
for us in the pages of the New Testament some distinct 
particulars as illustrations of this faithfulness, on which 
the inquiring and believing soul may dwell with peculiar 
satisfaction and thankfulness. Let us take them in the 
order in which they stand in the New Testament. 

I. 1 CoR. I. 9. " God is faithful, by whom ye were called 



THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. 237 

unto the fellowship of His Son Jest^s dirist our Lordr 
The assertion of the Apostle immediately preceding this, 
is that the Lord Jesus Christ would confirm the believing 
Corinthians unto the end, that they might appear blame- 
less in the great day of Jesus Christ. There was much 
to try, to shake, to hinder, to impede them. The force 
of temptation, the habits of their former corrupt and 
idolatrous condition, all would serve to draw them aside. 
They required, then, to be strengthened, weak as they 
were ; they had need of purity and holiness, prone as 
they were to evil. Wlio was sufficient ? Were they to 
look to themselves ? Were their own resolutions and 
power to be their stay ? No : they were referred to one 
great ground of confidence, God*s faithfulness. He 
has caUed you to the fellowship of His Son ; He has 
admitted you to alliance with Jesus by faith ; He will 
keep you. Wait on Him, trust Him, look to Him ; He 
is all-sufBcient. 

II. 1 CoR. X. 13. " GoA is faithful who will not 
suffer you to he tempted above that ye are able; hut 
will with the temptation make a way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it!' We know the urgency, we daily 
prove the force, of temptation. How does Satan assault. 
How does the world allure. How does the flesh rise in 
rebellion against God's wiU. How constantly do inclina- 
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tions well nigh prevail against duty, and excuses present 
themselves for the sins or inconsistencies to which we 
are prone. Ah ! it is indeed a sore battle which believers 
have to fight ; sore in respect of outward things, more 
sore oftentimes as regards things within. Conflicts are 
-carried on, sighs are breathed, groans are uttered, prayers 
are sent heavenward in the secret silence of the soul, of 
which others know nothing, but which tell before God 
of much resistance to temptation. ye tempted and 
harrassed ones, do not faint, do not yield, do not think 
yourselves forgotten. No : in this, as in all other things, 
God is faithful. He will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able. He will keep y(;i.u m, if not /rom, 
the hour of trial If He takes not away the trial of your 
faith, He will enable you to bear it. 

III. 1 Thes. v. 24. Here is the same ground of 
confidence expressed. " Faithful is he that calleth you 
who also will do it!' Do what ? You can gather the 
answer through the preceding verse. Paul desires their 
complete sanctification. He would encourage them in 
the spirit in which he animated others, " Having there- 
fore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse our- 
selves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God." (2 Cor. vii. 1.) Now, who 
that has any experience in the things of God is ignorant 
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of the difficulties of a holy, a really holy life ; a life of 
inward purity and of outward conformity to the Divine 
wdll ? Who, with such experience, is a stranger to the 
force of besetting sins, the violence of unexpected 
temptations, the risk of sudden falls ? Who has not to 
groan and cry, " Oh ! wretched man that I am ; I know 
that in me, that is in my flesh dwelleth no good thing" ? 
Holiness by rules, by directions, by books, by vows, is 
imattainable ; yet here is the wish of the inspired 
Apostle : " May the God of peace sanctify you wholly." 
Once more the question is. Who is sufficient ? And the 
reply is given here, as in the former case, " God is faith- 
ful." He has " called you with an holy calling ;" He has 
"made you partakers of the heavenly calling:" "with- 
out holiness no man shall see the Lord," no man shall 
enter heaven. Since, then. He has thus called you. He 
will prove his faithfulness. He " will do it ;" He will 
accomplish for you what your own corruption and weak- 
ness, what the force of temptation and the malice of 
Satan, would otherwise render a thing impossible. 

IV. 2 Thes. iii. 3. " The Lord is faithful, who 
shall stdblish you, and keq) you from mZ." We are 
continually exposed to being led away from our sted- 
fastness by one thing or another. Some are liable to be 
carried about by every wind of doctrine ; some are apt 
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to be shaken by affliction from their settled trust in 
God ; some are prone to nod and sleep while standing at 
their posts like Christian soldiers, or to be struck 
down, or made to reel, by a sudden onslaught of the 
enemy. To be stablished, settled, strengthened, to be 
delivered from evil, this is what we require, what we are 
taught to ask in prayer. And what is to be the souFs 
confidence, that, amid the shocks which may come, it shall 
stand film ; that, amid the evils which are thick around, 
it shall be preserved ? "The Lord is faithful." There is 
still the one same ground of hope and confidence for this 
as for the other blessings, the unchanging grace of an 
unchanging God. 

V. Heb. X. 23. '' He U faithful that prmdsedr The 
promise of God is prominently brought out throughout 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. The promised rest ; the 
promise confirmed by the oath ; the promises of grace 
made to Abraham of old, and embracing not Abraham 
only, but his seed; the promises which were given to the 
saints of the old dispensation; the promise of the bringing 
in of a better, an eternal and immoveable kingdom; these 
are set forth as so many points on which the soul's faith 
and afiections are to be fixed. And this is oftentimes 
all the stay which a soul has — the promise of God. We 
walk by faith and not by sight. Comforts, privileges, 
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enjoyments, may all be taken away, and nothing left 
except the bare word of the Lord. But even if our en- 
joyments are left, yet as regards the hope of glory, the 
privileges of the kingdom, and all the bright prospects 
which stretch away before the eye of faith, on what do 
they rest ? On this alone, the promise of God. Tet 
there need be no fear, no doubt, no hesitation. Faith, 
that precious gift of the Holy Ghost, is assured that 
the word of God is enough. " He is faithful that pro- 
mised." The immutability of His counsel is known to 
the heirs of promise. All spiritual good for the present 
and the future, for time and for eternity, is bound up in 
the bundle of the Divine promises, while the simple but 
expressive plea which is found in the words of David, 
" Do as thou hast said," is suggested by the faithfulness 
of God. 

VI. 1 John i. 9. "7j^ we confess our sins, Me is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.^^ Forgiveness is the great need 
of man. No need is so real, none should be more deeply 
felt. Sometimes, indeed, a sense of sin and a longing 
after pardon press on the soul with a well-nigh crush- 
ing weight. But whether this sense of the great need 
shows itself more or less forcibly, every one who is led 
by the Holy Spirit seriously and duly to consider his 
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condition before God, will long for an assurance of for- 
giveness at the bands of that God who has been ofTended. 
This forgiveness is the peculiar prerogative of the SFost 
High ; to Him only it appertaineth to forgive sins. It 
is by this that he securer the holy loving fear of His 
people : " There is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest 
be feared." (Ps. cxxx. 4) Through this He manifests 
and magnifies His grace in Christ Jesus : " In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of his grace." (Eph. L 7.) 
And this same God who has the power to forgive, has 
pledged Himself to put forth that power. That God 
who alone can show the grace of forgiveness has promised 
to exhibit it. Tea, those very qualities. His faithfulness 
and justice, which might seem to require that He should 
execute the sentence of His broken and despised law, 
these are the very attributes which, in the covenant of 
grace in Christ Jesus, are the security for pardon ; for 
" if we confess our sins, he is faithful and/t^^ to forgive 
us our sins." Surely this is a grand disclosure of the 
truth and faithfulness of the Lord. Surely here, if any- 
where, the most trembling may rest in quiet. Such is 
the marvellous fulness of the Divine grace, such the 
power and merit of the blood of Jesus, that everything 
is now in the sinner's favour : the God of truth has said, 
'' I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions. 
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J(yr mine, own sake, and will not remember thy sins." 
(Isa. xliiL 25.) 

Beloved, in these passages of God's Word by which 
He has given us His faithfulness as our great security, 
we meet with everything which the soul of man can 
want, with everything which can gladden, cheer and 
purify. 

Begin with that which lies at the very beginning, 
with that of which those realise their want whom the 
Spirit of God takes in hand to teach. Do you feel, any 
of you, that pardon is your great need; that a sense of 
pardon is above all else that for which you long ? Where 
can you find a more assuring word than that which bnfc 
a little while ago was before you : " He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins " ? Is it possible to have a 
more assuring word ? Carry your burthen to the faithful 
God. Confess the woe of your soul ; make known to 
Him in the true and earnest cry of believing prayer your 
desire for forgiveness. Fix your eye in faith on the 
dying One of Calvary, and hear the words once more : 
" He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins." Oh ! 
troubled soul, rest there. Be not unbelieving. God has 
given you His word. Trust Him, trust Him for all; 
trust Him for pardon through the blood of Jesus, 
and for constant cleansing through the Holy Spirit's 
power. 



244 THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. 

Again: have you started on your Christian course? 
Do you now prove the opposition and the obstacles with 
which you must contend even to the last ? Are there foes 
about you, evils which threaten you, temptations which 
assail you ? Fear not : " The Lord is faithful who shall 
stablish you, and keep you from evil." "God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able ; but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it." You may hold 
on your way. Yes : with your soul lifted up, and your 
faith in exercise, you shall hold on your way, and prove 
that God's word does not fail, and that He is able to 
make you stand. 

Then again : Do you long to progress in holiness, to 
advance in heavenly-mindedness, to grow in grace ? Is 
it the wish of your inmost being that you may be sanc- 
tified wholly, that body, soul and spirit may be quite the 
Lord's ? Would you find roots of bitterness plucked up, 
besetting sins overcome, weights laid aside, and the fruits 
of the Holy Ghost abounding in your heart and life ? 
For this too, remember, you are privileged to depend on 
the faithfulness of God. " Faithful is he that calleth 
you, who also will do it." The believer cannot long 
for more holiness than God can impart, or for more than 
God is ready to bestow. His longings never shall be 
disappointed ; for the Lord has thus spoken to those who 
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are His, "Be ye holy, for I am holy;" and if He is a 
holy^ He is also a faithful God. 

And when your soul turns to the contemplation of 
eternal things, when the joys of heaven spread their 
glory before your expecting eye, when from the mountain 
top you look over the goodly land, and wait to cross the 
river or to meet the returning Lord who shall summon 
you to His glorious rest, still abide confidently in the 
faithfulness of God. He has promised a kingdom which 
shall not be moved, a throne, a crown of life and righte- 
ousness and glory, a heavenly mansion. He has said: 
"There shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and 
of the Lamb shall be in it ; and his servants shall serve 
him ; and they shall see his face ; and his name shall be 
in their foreheads. And there shall be no night there ; 
and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; 
for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall 
reign for ever and ever." (Eev. xxii. 3-5.) "These 
sayings are faithful and true," for " He is faithful that 
promised." 

Thus from the beginning to the end ; from the first 
ray of spiritual light which shines in the soul, till the 
rich brightness of glory ; from the first coming to himself 
which the prodigal experiences, till the full joys of heaven 
are realised ; from the first moment that the Christian 
soldier enlists and begins his service, till the hour in 
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which he lays down his arms with his mortal life, there 
is one constant ground of hope, one unfailing guarantee 
of success — God is faithfuL We know that " not one 
thing shall fail of all the good things which the Lord 
our God hath spoken concerning us ; all shall come to 
pass unto us, and not one thing shall fail thereof." 



XIV. 

PERSONAL AND FAMILY EELIGION. 

" As for me oncT my house, we will serve the Lord." — Josh. 
zxiv. 16. 



XIV. 

PERSONAL AND FAMILY EELIOION. 

In the preceding discourae we found Joshua referring 
"with perfect assurance to the unchanging faithfulness 
of God. He had gathered the people of Israel together 
by their representatives, and, after reminding them of 
what God had already done, went on to urge upon them 
that they should cleave to their God with set purpose 
of heart, and to promise them, in Jehovah's name, a 
continuance of His favour while the nation remained 
faithful. To encourage them, he declared how true the 
Lord had been up to that period of their history, thus 
giving them the best possible ground for believing that 
He would be faithful to the end. As he surveyed the 
past and looked on his nation, settled at length in the 
land promised to them nearly five hundred years before, 
he did not shrink from saying to them the striking 
words which formed the ground of our recent study. 

Striking as these words confessedly are, I do not 
know that they are more so than the words which form 
our present theme : " As for me and my house, we will 
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serve the Lord." Joshua found his Kfe lengtheped pro- 
bably beyond the time he had anticipated, but his work 
was well nigh done. At the close now of his career 
he gathered the representatives of Israel, and on two 
solemn occasions spoke on the two greatest topics which 
could engage the nation's mind; God's faithfulness to 
the people, and the duty of the people to be faithful to 
their God. Having summoned the elders, the heads^ 
the judges, and the officers of Israel, he said, " Ye have 
seen all that the Lord your God hath done unto all 
these nations because of you." " The Lord hath driven 
out from before you great nations and strong." " Be- 
hold, this day I am going the way of all the earth ; and 
ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that 
not one thing hath failed of all the good things which 
the Lord your God spake concerning you ; all are come 
to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof." 
(Chap, xxiii. 2, 3, 9, 14.) 

Yet another word had he to say to them, yet one 
more opportunity was to be improved. He felt, what all 
God's servants ought to feel, that no occasion should 
be lost on which he might speak for his Master, and 
do good to the souls of his fellow-men; reclaiming 
the wanderers, strengthening the weak, confirming the 
doubting, establishing the faithful. He, therefore, on 
the present occasion, recaxutulates all the mercies of 
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God. Beginning with the very origin of their race, he 
traces the course of their history ; speaks of the graci- 
ous dealings with which Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had 
met ; of the long Egyptian sojourn, of the deliverance of 
their fathers from Egypt, of the victory at the Eed Sea, 
of the arrival of the Israelitish host on the other side of 
Jordan, of the overruling care which prevented Balaam's 
curse, turning it into a blessing, and lastly of the settle- 
ment of the chosen people in the promised land. All 
this review of the national progress had a purpose. By 
it Joshua intended to lead them up to the proposal and 
the contrast which he was about to set before them, 
and so to give himself the opportunity of stating the- 
determination at which he had arrived. 

This will appear all the more interestingly if wa 
notice — what, indeed, can hardly fail to strike us in 
reading the passage from the 1st to the 14th verse — ^the 
way in which Joshua makes the Lord God to be the 
prominent object in his address. He opened his speech 
to Israel with the words. Thus saith the Lord God of 
IsraeL Then in continuation he mentioned, in the name 
of God, the various particulars of the national history. 
" / took your father Abraham, and gave him Isaac." " / 
gave unto Isaac Jacob." " / sent Moses ; " " / plagued 
Egypt." " / brought your fathers out." " Your eyes 
have seen what / have done." " / brought you into the 
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land of the Amorites, . . . and / gave them into 
your hand." In language of this strain all along did 
the leader of Israel address the people, until he reached 
the close of their present stage, which, still speaking 
in the name of the God, he thus described : " / have 
given you a land for which ye did not labour, and 
cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in them, of the 
vineyards and the oliveyards which ye planted not do 
ye eat." 

Thus the whole of the mercy which had rested like a 
rainbow of loveliness over their history's expanse, was 
shown to be of God. Their original selection, their 
gradual increase and growth, their deliverances, their 
successes and victories, their present comforts so abund- 
antly enjoyed, were so many marks of the grace of God, 
of His covenant love, of His unforgetful care. Was all 
this narrated by Joshua without some definite end in 
view ? We should hardly suppose it, if the history were 
silent ; but the words of the fourteenth verse show his 
end : " Now, therefore, fear the Lord, and serve him in 
sincerity and truth : , . . Serve ye the Lord." Then, 
by way of more strongly urging the matter upon them, 
he set before them the alternative : " If it seem evil to 
you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye 
will serve;" and he solemnly made known the determi- 
nation to which he had come, as far as his authority 
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would extend : " As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord." 

I said that the words are striking ; and so indeed they 
are. They speak to us the mind of the greatest man in 
Israel, and show what was his highest aim, liis settled 
purpose, his fixed resolve. He was an old man. A long 
course of the Divine dealings had come within his per- 
sonal experience ; and from his position he would be led 
to dwell much on all the dealings of God towards Israel 
up to that day. As far as his own experience went, as 
far also as he could trace the ways of God in the ex- 
perience of others, he was sure that he spoke weU in 
expressing himself as he did. The longer he lived, the 
more firm was his purpose. Old age only taught him 
that serving the Lord in sincerity and truth was a thing 
not to be repented of. 

He was a mighty conqueror and great statesman. 
Much glory had gathered round his name. like the 
sun upon a cloudless summer day, he had run a brilliant 
course, and was about to sink to rest, unclouded, un- 
dimmed, and with becoming splendour. But earthly 
glory was not the main object of his thoughts. He did 
not gather Israel to pronounce a panegyric upon his 
own career, to exhort them to the pursuit of that path 
of glory in which he had hitherto been their leader. 
He forgot himself to speak about his God ; or if he gave 
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himself a thought, or made mention of his own name, 
it was only as a means of honouring God the more by 
declaring what was his distinct wish, his highest honour: 
" As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

He lived in the afiFectiona of the people. Eemember 
their address to him : " They answered Joshua, saying, 
All that thou commandest us we will do, and whither- 
soever thou sendest us, we will go. According as we 
hearkened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken 
unto thee : only the Lord thy God be with thee, as he 
was with Moses. Whosoever he be that doth rebel 
against thy commandment, and will not hearken unto 
thy words in all that thou commandest him, ho shall be 
put to death : only be strong and of a good courage." 
(Josh. i. 16-18.) All subsequent events must have served 
to confirm them in this feeling. Indeed the tenour of 
the sacred narrative in this book and elsewhere is such as 
to show us that this generation of the Israelites was the 
best of all the successive generations, that this was the 
golden age of their race in respect of moral and spiritual 
truth and practice, and that therefore the national feel- 
ing towards such a man as Joshua must have been full 
of respect, estimation and love. Yet though he knew 
that he had a strong hold upon the afiections of his peo- 
ple, he would not put their regard in competition with his 
duty to God. " Choose you this day whom you will serve : 
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. . . but as for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord/' We have lived and laboured long together. How 
dear you are to me let past events testify, as well as how 
ardently I long that we should run in one course abid- 
ingly. But much as I love you, there is One whom I 
love better. Though Israel is dear, Jehovah is dearer. 
Should anything part us, it can only be this : that you 
go after other gods, while I and my house will continue 
to serve the Lord. 

Such thoughts as these may serve perhaps to impress 
us with the forcible character of the words of the text ; 
but their fulness will bo more appreciated if we go 
somewhat more in detail into the subject which they 
present for our consideration. 

I. Let us then enquire, what is involved in such a 

DETERMINATION AS THAT WHICH JoSHUA THUS EXPRESSED: 

*' As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

(1.) He put before the people of Israel two services — 
that of idols, and that of Jehovah ; that of sin, and that 
of righteousness; that of self-indulgence, and that of 
holiness ; that of mammon, and that of Grod. For him- 
self he chose the latter. We conclude, therefore, that 
he had weighed the two ; had compared their respective 
claims, their offers, their prospects ; and had decided 
after due consideration. He looked at the present and 
the future, and saw how each of these services bore upon 
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what a man now is, and what he is to be or may be. 
The result was that he was convinced that, as regards 
man's personal and social interests, he was a gainer by 
serving the Lord. He spoke not only for himself, but 
for those especially connected with him : " As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord." 

Beloved brethren, it is to such a comparison that you 
are invited. You are asked to set one over against the 
other, what the world gives and what grace bestows ; to 
weigh these portions, to mark their present bearing and 
their future issues. God speaks to men now as he did 
by Joshua and by Elijah of old : " Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve." " How long halt ye between two 
opinions ?" You are called to take a decided stand, to 
choose that which, if reason had its sway, would surely 
be chosen. The will of God clearly is that all should 
seriously and solemnly make their choice; that they 
should compare the respective claims of His service, and 
the service of sin and self and the world ; and then, if a 
candid judgment pronounces, (as it must pronounce) in 
favour of God, that they should embrace what He 
proposes as their duty towards Him, and cleave to it as 
did His servant Joshua. What is the result ? As the 
evidences in favour of a religious life are so clear and 
indisputable, and its infinite advantages so obvious, the 
man who declines making the choice here enjoined must 
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be considered as deliberately preferring Satan to Christ, 
death to life, hell to heaven. He who acknowledges, 
even theoretically, the paramount claims of God and of 
the Gospel, and yet does not act accordingly, does not 
sincerely and solemnly choose His service as that better 
part which cannot be taken from him, must stand self- 
condemned both here and hereafter. 

And when the right conclusion is arrived at, when 
the right choice is made, in this most important matter, 
there is proof of the exercise of the grace of God upon 
the heart. Without this action the decision cannot be 
reached. Why are so many never seriously convinced 
of the necessity of this choice ; or, if convinced occasion- 
ally, why do they trifle and delay, as though the choice 
might be deferred to that most indefinite of all times, "a 
convenient season " ? Why, but because the prevailing 
grace of the Holy Ghost has not so shewn them the im- 
portance of spiritual things, and of an interest in Christ 
Jesus, that they are led to adopt the sentiment of Joshua 
and to prefer the Lord and His service to all beside. 

(2.) The words of the leader of Israel show us more- 
over what were his feelings as regards his example and 
his influence. All eyes, he knew, were upon him. What 
he did and said would be sure to have weight. From 
his dwelling there would go forth an influence which 

would make itself felt on all sides, and serve to leaven 
s 
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many a sphere abroad among the people. He realised 
that to set a good example is a great duty, and that influ- 
ence is a talent for which every man will be called on to 
render his account. 

And ought we not, all of us, to feel the same ? Every 
one of us is setting an example ; everyone of us is exer- 
cising an influence. The solemn point of inquiry for 
each is. Of what kind is my example .? To what does 
my influence tend ? Of course the higher we stand in 
the scale of society, the more conspicuous our position 
may be, from whatever cause, in that proportion are our 
example and influence powerful and extensive ; and cor- 
respondingly careful should we be to do good and not 
evil by means of them. But this is a matter too little 
thought of by most of us. With many the case is just 
this : so long as they do not openly set what is called a 
bad example, nor bring their influence to bear in favour 
of what is morally wrong according to the code of society, 
they are not anxious to take a higher stand, or to walk 
by a nobler and stricter rule. How few remember that 
a good example should spread over the whole round of 
life, and attract to imitation even in small things. How 
few are there who seem to feel that at all tiTrves an insen- 
sible influence is proceeding from them towards those 
about them, and acting to an extent and with a certainty 
unknown and even imsuspected until some unlooked for 
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circumstances reveal how much and how constantly we 
learn from, and are acted on by, each other. 

Just, however, in proportion as we realise this shall 
we be careful to exercise a godly jealousy over ourselves. 
Knowing that in all things we may glorify God and 
commend the religion of Jesus to our fellow-men, we 
shall welcome the feeling of Joshua and adopt it as our 
own, and take the service of the Lord as that which is 
to supply our rule and to order our conduct. 

II. The words of the text, viewed in the manner 
which I have thus attempted to illustrate, serve to show 
the personal experience which the service of the Lord 
implies and secures. But they go farther than this, for 
they direct our attention to the socLUi interests of 
MEN, RELIGIOUSLY CONSIDERED: they invite us to the great 
subject of family religion : " As for me and my 'h/mst^ we 
will serve the Lord." Of course 'personal religion is the 
foundation of all true religious observance. However 
great the numbers which join in any ceremony, however 
solemn the forms through which they pass, though music, 
sweet as that which imagination sweeps from off the 
strings of the golden harps above, enchant the ear, though 
holy words fall from the opening lips, though bended 
knees tell of outward reverence, though all be orderly, 
decorous and appropriate in outward things, — yet if there 
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be no inward sense of God's holiness and onr own sin» 
no resting on the work of Jesus by faith, no humble 
trust in Him as the great High Priest, no worshipping 
in spirit and in truth, there is in fact no worship at alL 
And if, leaving the more public services of the congrega- 
tion, we retire to the inner circle of the family, the same 
principle holds good, simply because it is the one great 
principle which applies to united worship all through. 
There may be the quiet season at the opening and close 
of the day, the chapter duly read from the Bible and the 
exposition given, the prayer oflfered in outward form ; 
but unless there be, on the part of some at least, a heart- 
offering to God, we cannot say that there is true femiily 
worship. 

Personal religion, then, is the first grand requisite. 
But having this, we shall not rest content with solitary 
personal acts of worship. The religious aspect of our 
family will then become a matter of care ; and especially 
if one has the rule in a house one will learn the deep 
value of Joshua's words : " As for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord." Of course no one is responsible 
for the absence of grace in the hearts of his family or 
household ; but everyone who has the charge of a house 
is responsible to God for the due outward observance of 
His worship in the family. It was the highest com- 
mendation which the Lord gave to Abraham, when He 
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said of him, *' I know him that he will command his 
children and his household after him, and they shall keep 
the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment" The 
family is the nursery of the church. 

The first thing which naturally strikes us as putting 
the seal of family religion on a household, is the united 
act of family prayer day by day. We need family 
mercies from God, we have to thank Him for family 
blessings. How fitting then that, morning and evening, 
our households should be found gathered together to 
pray, to praise, and to hear the Word of Him who 
promises grace and tells of the favours which He waits 
to grant. A family without this kind of worship is one 
without the best safeguard and the surest pledge of 
blessing ; one which publishes its disregard of Grod, and 
declares, though not in words yet in its constant habit 
of action, that it cares not to ask Him for good things, 
nor to thank Him for mercies as imdeserved as they are 
numerous. 

But it is not enough that there should be the observ- 
ance of prayer at the beginning and the end of the day: 
these services should leave their eflfects behind, they 
should give a tone to the ways and occupations of the 
family. If we renew from day to day the dedication of 
ourselves to God, should not our households wear the 
appearance suitable to such re-ded^cation ? If we con- 
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tinually write the inscription over our doorways which 
proclaims " Holiness to the Lord," should we not desire 
that within doors all should be found in keeping ? As 
with the individual, so with the family, consistency should 
ever be aimed at ; and those who morning and evening 
join in prayer and praise, should aim at living so as to 
show that their service is one of the heart and not of the 
lip only. For much of this, without question, the head 
of the house is responsible. He cannot secure from all 
the members of his house conformity of the inner life to 
the will of God ; but he can so order the customs and 
character of his establishment in outer things as to make 
morning family prayer an index of the day, and evening 
family prayer a fitting conclusion to the general arrange- 
ments of the household. I speak as imto wise men, 
judge ye what I say. 

There is one point which ought not to be passed by 
in connection with the ordinary services of family wor- 
ship. It is one, the practical bearing of which deserves 
the most serious consideration, as affecting the domestic 
circumstances of our households. Those of us who 
have been careful to observe things as connected with 
the religious aspect of our times, cannot have failed ta 
notice that an amount of worldly feeling has sprung up 
which has caused a pressure on religion, and has had the 
effect of beguiling or driving many from the simple,. 
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stedfast profession and practice of the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus. One way in which this has shown itself is 
in a readiness to omit family worship out of regard to 
the prejudices or objections which may be felt by some. 
How frequently is it the case, in families where prayer 
is usually offered at the close of the day, that an evening 
entertainment is allowed to interfere with the usual 
service. The guests would consider it strange; some 
would not like it ; some would think it obtruding religion. 
What is the result ? If the hour be late at which the 
guests separate, faanly prayer is altogether neglected ; 
and that simply from the fear of man. But is this right ? 
Ought we, if we be Christians indeed, to give such enter- 
tainments and receive such guests as will preclude our 
worshipping God in the usually appointed way ? Should 
the fear of man, or a mistaken and unworthy sense of 
the peculiarities and prejudices of our fellow-men, make 
us shrink from honouring and serving God ? Eather let 
each true Christian head of a family learn to seek from 
God more grace to preserve and exhibit the spirit of 
the leader of IsraeL 

Socially, as well as personally, our first duty is to God ; 
and as no consideration should prevent our honouring 
and confessing Christ Jesus, in our individual capacity, 
so on no account should we shrink from honouring and 
confessing Him on all occasions in our family arrange- 
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ments, whether they be of a more private or more public 
nature. J[l is only by realising this, and acting in this 
spirit, that as heads of houses we can say, '^ As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

Let me, then, affectionately enquire of every head of a 
family, every master of a house, Is this your resolve ? 
Are you putting it into practice as far as in you lies ? 
If so, what a noble resolve it is ! It shows your appre- 
ciation of duty, your value of privileges, your desire 
for God's glory, your anxiety about the true wel- 
fare of those around you at home. By living according 
to this rule you lead the members of your household to 
the true and only Source of good, the only Giver of 
blessings ; you do your part to benefit the aggregate of 
society by trying to leaven your own section of it with 
good; you help to swell the morning and evening hymns 
of creation by gathering your little choir to join in 
blessing God. Oh ! happy is the man who can utter the 
determination of Joshua as his own; and happy the 
household which, by its willing acquiescence, assists its 
head in saying, "As for me and my house, we will serv^e 
the Lord." 

But are there some who know nothing, I will not say of 
the spirit, but even of the letter of these words ? Some who 
day by day rise up, and night by night lie down, without 
the social gathering beneath their roof to call on God, to 
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cany sin to the Lamb who takes it away, to praise the 
bounty of Him who gives them what they Iw^e ? Oh ! 
how long shall such be your case ? You may be among 
those whom competence surrounds with plenty, or among 
those whom poverty compels to do with but little sub- 
stance ; yet, whether rich or poor, you are canying on aU 
your family concerns regardless of God's presence. His 
blessing, His care. Will you go on thus ? Surely you 
wiU not. God forbid that you should. Let me exhort 
you to begin another course. Begin to-day. Let family 
worship crown your household occupations. Whatever 
others may feel, do you feel your responsibility as the 
head of your own family. Whatever others may do, be 
it yours henceforth to honour Gk)d in the domestic circle, 
whether large or smalL Whatever others may say, do 
you look up for grace to declare this, " As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord." 
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